
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
May 8, 2023 
 
 
Members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives: 
 
America’s small communities ask for your support of the bipartisan Railway Safety Act of 
2023 (S.576), which would help prevent toxic train derailments and ensure rail moves safely 
through our communities and our country. 
 
The burning toxic train derailment in East Palestine, Ohio, was jarring for small local 
governments to see. We know that a single train derailment can ruin the economic potential 
of the small communities we represent and serve. Without Congress passing rail safety 
legislation, there is little local governments or even the Federal Railroad Administration can 
do to improve the train derailment record in the U.S. 
 
Three trains derail each day in the U.S., and close to half of trains are reported to be carrying 
a hazardous substance as trains have gotten longer. This risk is too high to our communities. 
 
Derailments can ruin a communities’ economy and future overnight. Our first responders 
take on the most dangerous task of heading into toxic fire often without full information about 
what is on the trains. Our community has to evacuate citizens from their homes and handle 
the immediate health and safety issues. Any nearby farms have to handle crop losses, and 
any businesses impacted directly or indirectly must shutter or rebuild. In situations like East 
Palestine, the long-term economy can falter as the price of homes and businesses dive 
leaving residents with few options and then depleting local government revenue which funds 
schools, first responders, infrastructure and more. 
  
Each derailment is a potential disaster, and Congress should not wait any longer to act on 
bipartisan rail safety legislation that address key rail issues that have reasonable and clear 
solutions. Just after East Palestine’s toxic derailment, small towns like Raymond, MN, and 
Paradise, MT, have seen full scale evacuations from trains on fire and pristine tourism areas 
polluted. Train derailments cause local economic derailment, and no clean-up effort can truly 
make a community whole after a dangerous derailment no matter how long the railroad 
stays. 
 
Experts have made it clear that derailments are preventable with good maintenance, safety 
standards and technology. Congress must set that safety performance bar or continue to 
watch community after community bear the economic consequences of train derailments. 
Rail remains important to our country, but its operation should never be at the expense of 
three communities facing economic disaster every day. 
 
We ask for your commitment to support rail safety legislation this Congress without delay. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jan Arbuckle 
Mayor 
Grass Valley, CA  
Chair 
Small Cities Council 
 

Diana Nelson 
Vice Mayor 
Mason, OH 
Vice Chair 
Small Cities Council 

Travis Bruton 
Councilmember 
Glenn Height, TX  
Vice Chair 
Small Cities Council 

Dontario Hardy 
Mayor 
Kinston, NC 
Immediate Past Chair 
Small Cities Council 

https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2023/5/executive-session
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2023/5/executive-session
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Terrence Windham 
Mayor 
Aliceville, AL  
 
Clay Carmichael 
Council Pro Tempore 
Selma, AL  
 
Veronica Bandy-Freeman 
City Council 
Tarrant, AL  
 
Jonas Anderson 
Mayor 
Cave City, AR  
 
Rick Miller 
City Manager 
Coolidge, AZ  
 
Paul Akinjo 
Vice Mayor 
Lathrop, CA  
 
Austin Ward 
Councilmember 
Broomfield, CO  
 
Lance Johnson 
City Manager 
Destin, FL  
 
Karlene Maxwell-Williams 
Vice Mayor 
Lauderdale Lakes, FL  
 
Joy Smith 
Commissioner 
West Park, FL  
 
Kaye Riley 
Mayor 
Argyle, GA  
 
Ollie Clemons Jr. 
Mayor 
Austell, GA  
Peter Banks 
Mayor 
Barnesville, GA  
 

Janet Guest Jones 
Mayor 
Bogart, GA  
 
Kenneth Sumpter 
Mayor 
Fort Gaines, GA  
 
Sandra Vincent 
Mayor 
McDonough, GA  
 
Bryan Hayes 
Council member 
Orchard Hill, GA  
 
Donita Bowen 
Mayor 
Santa Claus, GA  
 
Christina Hobbs 
Mayor Pro Tem 
Union City, GA  
 
Shawanna Qawiy 
City Manager 
Clarkston, GA  
 
J. Terry Branch 
Mayor 
Claxton, GA  
 
JoAnne Taylor 
Mayor 
Dahlonega, GA  
 
Patti Garrett 
Mayor 
Decatur, GA  
 
Joseph Geierman 
Mayor 
Doraville, GA  
 
Spencer Barron 
City Manager 
Eastman, GA  
Paul Hawkins 
Mayor 
Flemington, GA  
 

Jeffery Lundy 
Mayor 
Fort Valley, GA  
 
Kevin Hayes 
Mayor 
Franklin, GA  
 
Earl Gray 
Mayor 
Ft. Oglethorpe, GA  
 
Marcia Daniel 
Council member 
Garden City, GA  
 
Aprill Smith 
Mayor 
Gordon, GA  
 
Roxanne Whitaker 
Mayor 
Harlem, GA  
 
Frank Moran 
Mayor 
Hiram, GA  
 
Leroy Guinn 
Mayor 
Homeland, GA  
 
Nathan Gaskin 
Councilman 
LaGrange, GA  
 
James Fuller 
Mayor 
Ludowici, GA  
 
Joe Thomas 
Mayor 
Lula, GA  
 
Edwin Boyd 
Mayor 
Metter, GA  
 
Mary ParhamCopelan 
Mayor 
Milledgeville, GA  
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Albert Rocker 
Mayor 
Millen, GA  
 
John Howard 
Mayor 
Monroe, GA  
 
Barbara Maefield 
Mayor 
Nahunta, GA  
 
Connie Christmas 
Mayor 
Pinehurst, GA  
 
Zinda McDaniel 
Mayor 
Quitman, GA  
 
Donnie Roberts 
Mayor 
Register, GA  
 
Walter Turner 
Mayor 
Reynolds, GA  
 
Chris Weathersby 
Mayor 
Shellman, GA  
 
David Keener 
Mayor 
Social Circle, GA  
 
Allen Haywood 
Mayor 
Sparta, GA  
 
Barton Alderman 
Mayor 
Springfield, GA  
 
Joe Piper 
Mayor 
Statham, GA  
 
Jill Elliott 
Mayor 
Talmo, GA  
 
 
 

Michael Johnson 
Mayor 
Temple, GA  
 
Joyce Mitchell 
Mayor 
Toomsboro, GA  
 
PJ Huggins 
Mayor 
Town of Alto, GA  
 
Judith Volner 
Mayor 
Town of Dooling, GA  
 
Vince Williams 
Mayor and NLC Immediate 
Past President 
Union City, GA  
 
Robyn Pynenburg 
Mayor 
Warm Springs, GA  
 
Steve Tramell 
Mayor 
West Point, GA  
 
Karen Darch 
Village President 
Barrington, IL  
 
Rodney Craig 
Mayor 
Hanover Park, IL  
 
Nathaniel George Booker 
Mayor 
Maywood, IL  
 
Dona C. Murphy 
Alderman, 6th Ward 
North Chicago, IL  
 
 
Jason Ashmore 
Mayor 
Sesser, IL  
 
Bill McLeod 
Village President 
Village of Hoffman 
Estates, IL  

Nathaniel George Booker 
Mayor 
Village of Maywood, IL  
 
Mike Bettice 
Mayor 
Batesville, IN  
 
Dennis Buckley 
Mayor 
Beech Grove, IN  
 
John Whicker 
Mayor 
Bluffton, IN  
 
Charles Wyatt 
Charles Wyatt 
Boonville, IN  
 
Charles Wyatt 
Charles Wyatt 
Boonville, IN  
 
Kevin Baity 
Town Manager 
Clarksville, IN  
 
Todd Barton 
Mayor 
Crawfordsville, IN  
 
Reny Keener 
Town Manager 
Georgetown, IN  
 
Steven Schwinghamer 
Mayor 
Huntingburg, IN  
 
Richard Strick 
Mayor 
Huntington, IN  
 
 
Larry Watters 
Mayor  
Jasonville, IN  
 
Cathy Gross 
Mayor 
Monticello, IN  
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Steven McMichael 
Mayor 
New Haven, IN  
 
Jeff Turner 
City Council New Haven 
New Haven, IN  
 
Michael Mowery 
4th District City 
Councilman 
New Haven, IN  
 
Stephen Wood 
Mayor 
Rensselaer, IN  
 
Scott Long 
Mayor 
Wabash, IN  
 
Jan Faidley 
Council Member 
Roeland Park, KS  
 
William Newman Jr. 
City Manager 
Henderson, KY  
 
Nathan Brown 
Mayor 
Brunswick, MD  
 
Terry Seamens 
City Councilmember 
Takoma Park, MD  
 
Randy Gibson 
Council Member 
Takoma Park, MD  
 
Leslie Valiant 
City Administrator 
Willmar, MN  
 
Tara Strain 
City Administrator 
Centralia, MO  
 
Shawnna Funderburk 
Chief Strategic Operations 
Officer 
Liberty, MO  
 

Laura Arnold 
Mayor 
Webster Groves, MO  
 
Felicia Irving 
Alderwoman 
Natchez, MS  
 
Gene McGee 
Mayor 
Ridgeland, MS  
 
Steve Zachmann 
Mayor 
Baker, MT  
 
Charles Ekstedt 
Mayor of Troy MT 
Troy, MT  
 
Barbara Foushee 
Council Member 
Carrboro, NC  
 
Tawanda Moore 
Mayor 
Elm City, NC  
 
Barbara Kornegay 
Commissioner 
Mount Olive, NC  
 
Pauline Armstrong 
Town Administrator 
Sharpsburg, NC  
 
Chrelle Booker 
Mayor Pro Tempore 
Tryon, NC  
 
Chrelle Booker 
Mayor Pro Tempore 
Tryon, NC  
 
William Pitt 
Council Member 
Washington, NC  
 
Donald Sadler 
Mayor 
Washington, NC  
 
 
 

John Warren 
Council President 
Oakwood Village, OH  
 
Kevin Kemper 
Councilman 
Pickerington, OH  
 
Raymond Duman 
City Councilor 
Baker City, OR  
 
Robert Cowie 
City Councilor 
Chiloquin, OR  
 
Nicholas Smith 
City Councilor 
Creswell, OR  
 
Michael Caughey 
City Council President 
Harrisburg, OR  
 
Betty Kamikawa 
Council President 
Toledo, OR  
 
Bridget Brooks 
City Councilor 
Tualatin, OR  
 
Valerie Pratt 
City Council President 
Tualatin, OR  
 
D’Lynn Williams 
Mayor 
Westfir, OR  
 
Alfred Mae Drakeford 
Mayor 
Camden, SC  
 
Wade Young 
Councilman 
Chester, SC  
 
Tabatha Strother 
Council Member 
Chester, SC  
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Millicent Norris 
City Council 
Gaffney, SC  
 
Yamekia Robinson 
Mayor 
Lake City, SC  
 
Rhonda Jerome 
Councilmember 
North Charleston, SC  
 
Karen Reynolds 
City Councilperson 
Clarksville, TN  
 
Michael St. John 
Street Superintendent 
Decherd, TN  
 
Mike Palazzolo 
Mayor 
Germantown, TN  
 
Scott Conger 
Mayor 
Jackson, TN  
 
Gary Chesney 
Mayor 
Morristown, TN 
 
Jeff Syracuse 
Metro Council Member 
Nashville, TN  
 

Becky Ruppe 
City Administrator 
Rockwood, TN  
 
Obern Staples 
City Council member 
Westmoreland, TN  
 
John Lopez 
Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 
Grand Prairie, TX  
 
Quattro Borders 
Councilman 
Kaufman, TX  
 
Ed Cimics 
Mayor Pro Tem 
Live Oak, TX  
 
Don Vanney 
City Council 
Arlington, WA  
 
Oscar Antillon 
Director of Public Works 
and Utilities 
Edmonds, WA  
 
Matthew Lundh 
Councilmember 
Cle Elum, WA  
 
Susan Paine 
Councilmember 
Edmonds, WA  

Angela Kugler 
City Councilmember 
Kenmore, WA  
 
Kamille Norton 
City Council President 
Marysville, WA  
 
Jon Nehring 
Mayor 
Marysville, WA  
 
Peter Condyles 
City Councilmember 
Marysville, WA  
 
Ned Witting 
Deputy Mayor 
Puyallup, WA  
 
Michelle Plumb 
Councilmember 
Ritzville, WA  
 
Allan Ekberg 
Mayor 
Tukwila, WA  
 
Molly Coston 
Councilmember Position 5 
Washougal, WA  
 
Sandy Hunt 
Mayor 
New Martinsville, WV 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


