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Statistic

In 2017, the U.S. recycling and
reuse industry accounted for:

* 534,000 stable jobs
* $30.6 billion in wages.

* $117 billion in economic
activity and

» $8.2 billion in state, local and
federal tax revenues.

Recycling and composting
rates grew from 6.4 percent
in 1960 to over 34 percent in
2015.

53% of Americans have local,
curbside recycling and another
20% can opt-in or sign-up for
curbside service
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In 2015, America recycled or
composted 34.7% of all waste

In 2014 the US paid $6.8 billion
to dispose of 136 million tons
of waste.

39 million tons of food waste
was generated, and only 5.3%
is being composted

16 million tons of recyclable
materials that China will stop
importing from the U.S.

A 75% diversion rate by 2030
could create 1.1 million jobs and
reduce 276 million metric tons
of carbon dioxide, equal to
shutting down 72 coal power
plants or removing 50 million
cars from the road.

Mixed Paper, Mixed Plastics,
Corrugated Containers, and
Sorted Residential Paper make
up approximately 59% of US
Curbside Recycling

“Although 94% of US residents
have access to some type

of recycling services, 73%

of residents have curbside
recycling, while 21% only have
access to drop-off programs.”
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