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Building a Sustainable Community: 

How Collaboration with ASU Narrowed Our Streets and Widened Our Minds 



Mesa City Council Strategic Initiatives 
To achieve a sustainable and environmentally responsible 

community 

   Strategic Initiatives 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ð Ensure success-oriented business and 

industry partnerships including tech/high wage industry jobs 

QUALITY OF LIFE ð Community open space, transportation choices and 

ensure solutions are sustainable and environmentally responsible 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ð Encourage and develop a wide range of 

civic and neighborhood leadership 

FINANCIAL STABILITY ð Diversify revenues, bring jobs and ensure 

operational efficiencies 

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP ð Find innovative and sustainable solutions to 

regional challenges 



Development & Sustainability Department 
Ç The Planning, Building Safety, Code Compliance, 

Environmental and Water Conservation Divisions were 

consolidated 

Ç Brings Green Building and other sustainable practices to the 

forefront of the development review process 

Ç New development and redevelopment opportunities 

   Reorganization 



Development & Sustainability Department 
Ç Improved Public Education ð water and energy conservation, 

sustainable, green building and development practices 

Ç New Development: Promote Best Practices ð i.e. DMB and 

Mesa Gateway Strategic Plan Goals 

Ç Redevelopment: Identify Opportunities ð Brownfields, 

infrastructure opportunities/challenges, zoning code 

flexibility, connect transportation and land use 

   Reorganization 



Sustainable Cities Network 
Ç Convened by ASUõs Global Institute of Sustainability (GIOS) 

in 2008 

Ç Includes city, county, and tribal communities  

Ç Shares knowledge and coordinates efforts to understand and 

solve regional challenges 

Ç Identifies sustainability practices unique to our desert 

environment 

 

 

 

   ASU Collaboration 



   ASU Collaboration 
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   ASU Collaboration 



   ASU Collaboration 



   ASU Collaboration 



Active Workgroups: 
Ç Best Practices 

Ç Solar & Energy Efficiency 

Ç Water & Wastewater 

Ç Green Building 

Ç Green Infrastructure/Low Impact Development 

Ç Solar Finance 

Ç Streetlight & Technologies 

 

 

 

   ASU Collaboration 



Stimulus dollars: 
$4.2 million Energy Efficiency Community Block Grant (EECBG)  

Ç Energy efficiency of City buildings 

Ç Energy efficiency of street lamps 

Ç Incorporate solar 

Ç Transit oriented development 
 

 

   ARRA Funds 



   ASU Collaboration 



   Solar Installation 

Ç 50.4 kW System  

Ç Concentrated Photo Voltaic (CPV) 

Ç Concentrated Dual tracking 

Ç Arrays offset energy at Red 
Mountain Softball  

 



   Energy Audit 

SE Wastewater Aeration Project 

Ç New Turbo Blowers will provide $150,000 annual 

savings 

Ç Estimated $200,000 SRP Rebate 



   2009 IECC 

International Energy 

Conservation Code 

Adoption 

ÇResearch on standards 

ÇOutreach to stakeholders 

ÇDevelopers 

ÇResidents 

ÇUtilities 

Ç Internal COM 

Ç  Adoption by Council 

 



Ç Keep Community Involved 
 

Ç Forums to continue open 

dialogue with professional 

community 

Ç Living Green Workshop Series 

 (solar, rainwater harvesting, etc.) 

Ç Arbor Day Celebrations/   

Tree City USA How to Go Solar attracted 147 attendees 

   Community Engagement 



   Community Engagement 

Sustainability Champions! 



   Community Engagement 

Lighting Demonstration 



   Community Engagement 



   Urban Policy Class 

Green Building Codes 
Ç What standards should be adopted? 

Ç LEED, International Green Conservation Code (IGCC), others? 



   Urban Policy Class 

Impact Fees 
Ç Should green buildings be awarded lower fees? 

Ç Should non-green buildings incur higher fees? 



   Urban Policy Class 

Renewable Energy Credits 
Ç Should RECõs be sold or kept by the City? 

Anzio Landing 

Mesa, AZ 



   Urban Policy Class 

Low Impact Development 
Ç What standards should be adopted? 

Ç Should this be done on a regional basis? 



   Urban Policy Class 

Groundwater Policy 
Ç What policies/ 

practices could create 
incentives for other 
cities to partner 
together on water 
resource issues? 

Ç How should Mesa 
coordinate with other 
East Valley Cities? 

Ç Is the East Valley 
Water Forum the right 
venue to vet water 
strategies? 



   Urban Policy Class 

Solid Waste ð Green Waste Collection 
Ç What are the green waste energy opportunities? 





Sustainable Cities Network  
 

Anne Reichman , Program Manager  

anne.reichman@asu.edu  

480-965-2168 

http://sustainablecities.asu.edu  
 


