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1. NLC-PFC to Conduct Training Workshop/Business Meeting in San Diego on October 21-23 
2. Presumption Project Update at October NLC-RISC Staff Conference in San Diego 
3. State League Staff Volunteers at 2008 Congress of Cities in Orlando, Florida 
4. Congress of Cities 2008 Update 
5. Two Membership Slots Available for League Directors on NLC Advisory Council 
6. State League Staff and Member City Officials Invited to Register for Audioconferences on Youth 

Violence Prevention, Afterschool, and Other Topics. 
7. Fall Meetings of NLC Policy Steering Committees 
8. WIMG Leadership Award 
9. Michigan Municipal League Legal Defense Fund Celebrates its 25th Year 
10. NCLM’s 100th Conference Will Honor the Past and Look to the Future 
11. Cities Have a Powerful New Assessment Tool in the FLC Municipal Organization Review and 

Evaluation (MORE) Program 
12. VML Green Government Challenge 
13. Alaska Municipal League’s First Communities Conference on Climate Change 
14. LMA Leadership Group Tackles Community Planning Issues 
15. Maryland Municipal League Geo Trail 
16. Reports and Study Cited in Governing Magazine 
17. APEX Explores the Importance of Green Meetings and Sustainability 
18. Power Rates Spike in Some States 
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The National League of Cities is inviting state league staff to attend the 
first-ever NLC Public Finance Consortium (NLC-PFC) training 
workshop/business meeting at the Omni Hotel in San Diego on 
October 21-23.  The program will include timely topics that will be of 
interest to pool and league staff who work on public finance issues 
and is scheduled at the front end of the October 22-25 NLC-RISC 

Staff Conference, also to be held at the Omni Hotel in San Diego.  Go to 
http://nlc.staging.10floor.com/ASSETS/F18678B89414436FAD387FA25028F4B7/PublicFinanceAgenda
08.pdf for the DRAFT program agenda.  For the registration form, go to 
http://nlc.staging.10floor.com/ASSETS/5721B16C20A14D008DDE5A3BBAC016F7/PublicFinanceRegi
stration08.pdf. 

The Public Finance Consortium was launched early last year as a joint venture between NLC and 
state league bond pools.  Its purpose is to provide a forum to share best practices, discuss legislative and 
regulatory issues, and explain program features and new initiatives.  In addition to high-level discussions 
on municipal bond topics, NLC-PFC meetings have covered investment and other topics of interest to 
state leagues, and especially those with cash investment pools.   
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Items on the October 22-23 program agenda will include:                                                                                                                  

1. A panel of municipal bond industry experts, who will discuss the current challenges facing small and 
large issuers who need access to the municipal bond market and who have outstanding municipal debt; 
 

2. A presentation on the basics of derivatives, including the various forms of derivative products and how 
they are used in public finance, that will be of help for persons interested in debt and cash management; 
 

3. A presentation by Girard Miller, a Senior Strategist with Public Financial Management, on other post 
employment benefits (OPEB) and how local governments and state leagues are responding to the new 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) reporting requirement for OPEB; and 
 

4. A panel discussion with representatives from three states on how to comply with the new GASB reporting 
requirement on OPEB.   
 

Jeannie Garner, Chair of the NLC Public Finance Consortium, hopes that state league staff will be 
able “ to experience a great networking and learning opportunity with those involved in public finance 
programs.  If you find it useful, your league may even want to participate in this service program.  I can 
say that personally, I always leave these meetings with new ideas and new valuable resources.  It is a 
unique opportunity to listen to those of us who are truly in the same business of serving our membership.”  

The attached registration form to attend the PFC training workshop and business meeting in San 
Diego on October 22-23 is due on October 1; please fax (202-626-3103) the form or e-mail it to Catherine 
Moses (moses@nlc.org) at the National League of Cities.  Please contact Scott Morris at morris@nlc.org, 
or at (202) 626-3021 with any questions about the program or about the PFC, in general. 
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On Thursday morning, October 24, during the NLC-RISC Staff Conference at the Omni Hotel in San 
Diego, California, representatives from TriData Corporation will describe the Presumption Project and 
provide an update of their activities researching cancer presumption statutes and legislative activity 
around the country.  Bill Heberton, President of NLC Mutual, will be moderating this session.  NLC-
RISC and NLC Mutual are jointly funding the first phase of this project.  Presumption refers to fire-           
fighters who have cancer and are legally presumed to have gotten cancer in the line of duty for purposes 
of granting these workers’  compensation benefits.    

In April, the NLC Mutual Board of Directors and NLC-RISC Board of Directors each approved a 
$50,000 contribution to support the development of an issues paper on disease/illness presumption. 

TriData is also working to identify court decisions and other literature related to the frequency, co-
morbidities, confounding variables, and other evidence-based variables of various cancers in the general 
population, firefighters, and other occupations.  The company will use the literature search to identify key 
issues.  Through the literature search and other tasks performed in connection with this project, TriData 
will identify experts who have recognized experience in presumptions.   

A draft final report will be submitted by TriData to NLC in December that, among other things, sum- 
marizes the review of state laws, summarizes the literature review and assesses the value of existing 
literature, provides an annotated list of experts, summarizes issues that municipalities and pools will face 
with regard to cancer presumptions and in dealing with firefighter employees, and makes recommenda-    
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November  11-15, 2008 
Orlando Wor ld Center  Marr iott 

Or lando, Flor ida  

tions to municipalities, pools, and NLC regarding legislative provisions that reduce the cost impact of 
cancer presumptions, best practices that reduce the incidence of cancer, research needed to advance the  

science, and other guidance based on research performed. 

NLC will review the draft and provide comments to Tridata no later than December 15, 2008, with 
the final report being completed January 2009.   

For more information about the research project and NLC’s presumption programs, contact Cathy 
Spain, Director, NLC Center for Member Programs, at (202) 626-3123, or at spain@nlc.org.  

For more information on the NLC-RISC staff conference, which takes place in San Diego at the Omni 
Hotel on October 22-25, contact Jim Hamilton, Director, State League Pooling Programs, at (202) 626-
3061, or at Hamilton@nlc.org.  
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The following state league staff members have been selected to assist NLC staff at this year’s Congress of 
Cities (CoC) in Orlando, Florida.  There are openings for two more state league staff volunteers.  If you 
are interested in being a state league staff volunteer at CoC on November 10-15, please contact Scott 
Morris, Manager, State League Programs, at morris@nlc.org by Monday September 15.  
 
Laura Car lson 
Office/Special Projects Coordinator 
League of Minnesota Cities 
 
Bethany Duncan 
Communications Coordinator 
Iowa League of Cities 
 
John Gallagher  
Staff Attorney 
Louisiana Municipal Association 
 
Kathleen Harr ison 
Meeting & Events Coordinator 
Colorado Municipal League 
 
Thomas Livers 
Principal Network Engineer 
North Carolina League of Municipalities 
 

Lisa Longenecker  
Administrative Assistant/Office Manager 
Pennsylvania League of Cities and Municipalities 
 
Regan Reynolds 
Executive Assistant 
North Carolina League of Municipalities 
 
Kate Roewe 
Communication Specialist 
Association of Washington Cities 
 
Jamie Smith 
Executive Assistant 
Oklahoma Municipal League, Inc. 
 
Kenyetta Williams 
External Affairs Assistant 
Georgia Municipal Association 
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Numerous meetings and events for state league executive directors, 
presidents, and staff are being scheduled during the 2008 Congress of 
Cities in Orlando, Florida and will include the State League Presidents 
and Directors Breakfast, the League Directors Roundtable Luncheon, the 

State League Presidents Reception, and several networking 
sessions for league directors and staff. 
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A preliminary schedule of State League Meetings and Events appears below.  Updated information 
will appear in the October League Letter. 

Monday, November  10 
4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Orientation for State League Staff Volunteers 
6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Dinner for State League Staff Volunteers 
 

Tuesday, November  11 
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  NLC Board Committee Meetings 
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  State League Executive Directors and Staff Networking Party (drinks,  
    heavy hors d’oeuvres, etc.) 
 

Wednesday, November  12 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  NLC Board of Directors Meeting 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  NLC Advisory Council 
 

Thursday, November  13 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  State League Executive Directors Roundtable Luncheon 
 

Friday, November  14 
7:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.  State League Executive Directors and Presidents Breakfast 
12:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.  Western Municipal Conference Luncheon Meeting 
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  State League Legislative Briefing 
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  State League Presidents Reception 
 

Saturday, November  15  
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  State League Executive Directors Spouses Brunch 
2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Annual Business Meeting 

 

The State League Staff Headquarters in the Orlando World Center Marriott will be open Tuesday – 
Saturday, November 11-15, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  For more information on Congress of Cities activities 
for state leagues, please contact Scott Morris at (202) 626-3021, or at morris@nlc.org, or Lesley-Ann 
Rennie at (202) 626-3134, or at rennie@nlc.org.  
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Any state league executive director interested in serving as one of the 
three state league executive director members on the NLC Advisory 
Council is invited to make his or her interest known to the State League 

Steering Committee prior to its October 25 meeting in San Diego, 
California.  At its fall meeting each year, the Steering Committee names a league director to the Advisory 
Council to serve a three-year term starting the following January.  The term of the league director selected 
to serve this fall will be from January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2011.   

A two-year term for an interested league director is also open on the Advisory Council due to the 
resignation of Advisory Council Member and North Dakota League Executive Director Connie 
Sprynczynatyk, whose term expires on December 31, 2010  

The league director who will continue his service on the Advisory Council in 2009 is John Andrews 
of New Hampshire, whose three-year term expires on December 31, 2009.   

The Steering Committee has adopted procedures under which it will consider the following criteria in 
making a selection: (1) expression of interest in the work of the Advisory Council and serving on it and 
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(2) assurance that the candidate has the necessary time and financial resources to participate in all 
Advisory Council meetings. 

 

The Advisory Council’ s responsibilities include conducting an on-going assessment of the “ trends 
and changes”  which impact cities and towns and making recommendations on how NLC can address such 
issues.  In addition, the Advisory Council can, when requested, explore an issue or topic identified by the 
NLC Second Vice President in order to produce a President’s Futures Agenda.  

The Advisory Council meets for one day on the front end of each of NLC’s two annual meetings 
(Congressional City Conference in March and Congress of Cities in November), separately but usually at 
the same time that the NLC Board of Directors meets, and sometimes holds a third freestanding meeting, 
usually in June of each year.  All elected officials serving on NLC’s Board, with the exception of officers, 
are automatically advanced to the Advisory Council at the conclusion of their Board service. 

Any league director who wishes to nominate another league director or to nominate himself or herself 
for the three-year appointment (2009-2011) or the two year appointment (2009-2010) to NLC’s Advisory 
Council should contact Scott Morris, NLC’s Manager of State League Programs, at morris@nlc.org. 
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This fall, NLC’s Institute for Youth, Education, and Families 

(YEF Institute) resumes its popular monthly audioconference series 
with interactive discussions between city leaders, national policy 
experts, and Institute staff on a range of hot topics and innovative city 
strategies.  State municipal league staff and member city officials, 

including city staff are invited to register now at www.nlc.org/iyef for one or more of these free, hour-
long calls:  
 

·  Thurs., Sept. 18, 12:30 p.m. Eastern Time: “ Community-Wide Collaborations to Revitalize 
Ar ts Education”  

 
Due to factors such as state and local budget crises and education reforms emphasizing reading and 

math test scores, public schools have been cutting back on arts education for more than 30 years.  Based 
on findings from a Wallace Foundation report, this call will highlight cities that are working with schools, 
cultural institutions, community groups and out-of-school time programs to revive participation in music, 
visual arts, and other arts education opportunities. 
 

·  Thurs., Oct. 23, 2:30 p.m. Eastern Time: “ Youth Violence Prevention – A Public Health 
Approach”  

 
This audioconference will feature municipal leaders who have mobilized their communities to treat 

youth violence as a public health issue – a preventable epidemic that can be treated only with multi-
faceted, long-term solutions that address the root causes of the problem.  Speakers will discuss 



 6 

approaches that blend law enforcement with prevention and intervention programs as well as public 
education campaigns that engage the entire community in reversing the culture of violence. 
 

·  Thurs., Nov. 20, 12:30 p.m. Eastern Time: “ The State of City Leadership for  Children, 
Youth, and Families: Trends and Innovations at the Local Level”  

 
The YEF Institute will soon publish a new report documenting trends and innovations in municipal 

leadership on behalf of children, youth, and families.  This audioconference will highlight several cutting-
edge city innovations that will inspire local officials and other participants to find new ways of making 
their communities great places for young people and families to live. 
 

·  Thurs., Dec. 18, 2:30 p.m. Eastern Time: “ Using GIS and Mapping Tools to Guide Local 
Action”   

 
Geographic information system (GIS) technology and other tools allow municipal officials to map 

key indicators (e.g., school attendance, juvenile crime) and compare that data with the location of a broad 
range of services for children and youth.  State league staff and municipal officials who tune in to this call 
will learn how cities are using these technologies to make better decisions and how these tools can help 
guide local action in their own communities. 
 

·  Thurs., Jan. 22, 2:30 p.m. Eastern Time: “ What Do High-Quality, Out-of-School Time 
Programs Cost?  Research Findings from The Wallace Foundation”  

 
This call will explore the funding needed to ensure that out-of-school time programs meet high 

standards and improve outcomes for children and youth.  Speakers will discuss the implications of a new 
study by the Wallace Foundation that will help municipal officials make smart investments in high-
quality, out-of-school time opportunities. 
 

To register for one or more of these free audiocoferences, visit www.nlc.org/iyef.  No phone 
registrations can be accepted.  One day prior to the event, each registrant will receive an e-mail providing 
a toll-free, dial-in number to use in joining the audioconference.  Listeners from across the country will 
have opportunities to ask questions to panelists during each call.  If you have questions about the 
audioconference, please contact Michael Karpman at (202) 626-3072, or at karpman@nlc.org.  
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Listed below is the schedule for the Policy Steering Committees of the National League of Cities to 
be held this fall:  
Public Safety and Cr ime Prevention 
September 4-6 - Farmington Hills, Michigan 
Staff: Katie Seeger, seeger@nlc.org  
Issues: Emergency preparedness and medical surge capacity 
� � FEMA responsibilities 
  Youth violence 
 
Transportation Infrastructure and Services 
September 4-6 - Laramie, Wyoming 
Staff: Julia Pulidindi, pulidindi@nlc.org  
Issues: Surface transportation funding reauthorization 

Regional transportation planning  
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Finance, Administration, and Intergovernmental Relations 
September 11-13 - Aurora, Colorado 
Staff: Julia Pulidindi, pulidindi@nlc.org  
Issues: Global rating scales�

Cities filing for bankruptcy�
Housing market crisis�

  

Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources  Information Technology and Communications 
September 18-20 - Plano, Texas    September 18-20 - Plano, Texas 
Staff: Ken Rosenfeld, rosenfeld@nlc.org   Staff: Ken Rosenfeld, rosenfeld@nlc.org 
Issues: Sustainability initiatives    Issues: Digital television conversion 

Climate change mitigation and adaptation  Broadband access and quality 
Water supply planning 
Mountain pine beetle and similar outbreaks 

 

Human Development     Community and Economic Development 
September 18-20 - Glendale, Arizona   September 25-27 - Fort Smith, Arkansas 
Staff: Katie Seeger, seeger@nlc.org    Staff: Jim Brooks, brooks@nlc.org 
Issues: Healthcare     Issues: Revitalization of aging commercial  

 Federal Poverty Line      properties and industries 
Parental and community involvement    Home mortgage financing and foreclosures 
 in education     Small business development in a global market 
       Local investments in a competitive workforce 

 
 

. � � � � + 8 �� � � � � 	 � � � � � � 2 � 	 � �
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The following article appeared in the July/August edition of Michigan Municipal Review, the bi-monthly  
publication of the Michigan Municipal League. 
 

 The Michigan Municipal League (MML) Legal Defense Fund (LDF) 
was formed in 1983 as an advocacy program for Michigan’s municipalities 
in the state and federal appellate courts.  It provides support and assistance 
to member municipalities and their attorneys in cases where the issues 
have a broad impact on both the municipality involved in the case and on 
other municipalities throughout the state. 

The LDF is governed by a board consisting of the president and the executive director of MML and 
the board of directors of the Michigan Association of Municipal Attorneys.  

The LDF has experienced a steady growth in membership from 88 in its first year to 440 in 2008, its 
25th year.  Nearly 85 percent of members of the League are members of the LDF.  The LDF board 
considers approximately 25 cases each year.  In its 25 years, the LDF board has considered action in over 
370 cases. 

Typically, amicus curiae briefs are filed on behalf of the League in state and federal courts and 
financed in whole or in part by the LDF.  Prior to January 1, 2008, an amicus brief prepared in support of 
a municipality could only be filed in the Michigan Supreme Court if the Court had granted a motion 
requesting permission to file the brief.  From time to time, the Court has specifically invited MML, 
through the LDF, to file a brief.  In 2007, the Court requested MML to file amicus brief in six cases. 

Effective January 1, 2008, the Michigan Supreme Court, by court rule, dispensed with the need for 
any political subdivision of the state or an association representing the political subdivision to file a 
motion requesting permission to file an amicus brief.  In doing so, the Court implicitly, if not explicitly, 
recognized the value of the briefs submitted by the LDF and similar organizations. 

MML is preparing a publication highlighting the LDF’s “Top 25”  cases in the past 25 years.  The 
publication will be available at the 2008 Annual Convention.  In addition, MML is planning a concurrent 
session to spotlight the most significant cases of the LDF in its first 25 years of assisting municipalities in 
the courts 
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The following article appeared in the July 2008 edition of Southern City, the monthly publication of the 
North Carolina League of Municipalities. 
 

If you could travel back in time 100 years to the North Carolina League of 
Municipalities’  (NCLM) first conference in Charlotte in November 1908, 
some aspects of that conference might seem pretty familiar.  There would be 
lots of speeches by experts on municipal government, an appearance by North 
Carolina’s governor, a session to take care of the organization’s business, even 
a banquet. 

But North Carolina’s cities and towns, their municipal officials, and the 
state itself have changed dramatically in this last century.  The 500 or so 
mayors and other officials who gathered in Charlotte on November 17 and 18, 
1908, would be astounded at the speed of transportation and communication 

today, the fact that the state has four times as many people, that women and African Americans are no 
longer barred from full participation in the political and governing process, and at the complexity and cost 
of modern living. 

Today’s municipal officials might be surprised to learn that their predecessors also were concerned 
with how to make municipal government operate efficiently, about public health issues, how to budget 
and find steady revenue sources, and how to deal with the general assembly.  And, they might admire the 
League’s founders for being able to sit through a long day of speeches and then a multi-course, elaborate 
banquet that began at 10 p.m. 

Time travel is not an option, but those who attend NCLM’s Centennial Conference in Charlotte on 
October 12-14 will get a flavor of the past, including that first conference, as well as the latest information 
on municipal developments and a glimpse of the future.  NCLM President Susan M. Burgess, Mayor Pro 
Tem of Charlotte, will preside at the conference, which will be held at the Charlotte Convention Center.   
NCLM’s fourth Youth Summit and a golf tournament to benefit the David E. Reynolds Fund of the 
NCLM Local Leadership Foundation will be held on Saturday, October 11.  A pre-conference workshop 
will be offered on Saturday afternoon, October 11 and Sunday morning, October 12. 

The conference’s Opening General Session will look at NCLM’s beginnings with a living history 
presentation and then move to the present and future with an address by James H. Johnson, Jr., the 
William Rand Kenan, Jr. Distinguished Professor of Management at UNC-Chapel Hill.  He will be 
discussing new research on the role that North Carolina’s cities and towns play in the state’s economy, 
research conducted by the Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise, Kenan-Flager Business School, UNC-
Chapel Hill. 

Presidential advisor and commentator David Gergen will offer his perspective on the United States, 
the election, and the war on terrorism in a Tuesday, October 14 general session at 10:45 a.m., just prior to 
the closing luncheon. 

Rounding out the speakers will be Cynthia Marshall, President of AT&T for North Carolina, who will 
address the closing luncheon, and National League of Cities President Cynthia McCollum, a Madison, 
Alabama Council Member, who will speak at the Monday, October 13 Delegates’  Luncheon. 
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North Carolina governor Mike Easley has been invited to speak at the Centennial Conference, and 
candidates for governor, lieutenant governor, state treasurer, and U.S. senator have been invited to 
participate in a candidates’  forum. 

“The City of Charlotte is delighted to host the Centennial Conference,”  said NCLM President 
Burgess.  “We are planning a wonderful evening of food, entertainment, and more to celebrate the vibrant 
partnership of cities and towns that has achieved so much.  I hope that every city and town will have 
representatives at the conference.”  
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By Patti Hilaman, Deputy Executive Director , Flor ida League of Cities, Inc. 
 
The following article appeared in the July/August 2008 edition of Quality Cities Magazine, the bi-monthly 
publication of the Florida League of Cities, Inc. 

City governments in Florida continue striving to improve 
their operations. They also continue to face a number of major 
challenges: increasing/maintaining the availability of high-
quality services, preparing for property tax reform, addressing 
aging urban infrastructure concerns, dealing with rapid 

population growth, coping with less revenue, etc. While cities are working diligently to increase 
efficiency and effectiveness, there are truly few integrated tools for assisting with the assessment and 
solution phases of the improvement process. How well does your city perform according to management, 
employees and the constituents it serves? 

The Florida League of Cities has partnered with Evergreen Solutions LLC to develop a new service to 
help city governments evaluate their operations. We call it “Municipal Organization Review and 
Evaluation,”  or MORE. MORE is an assessment tool that provides a free opportunity for a city to clearly 
see the details of how it functions. This assessment could cost between $10,000 and $50,000 if contracted 
directly with a consultant. 

The MORE program offers a multi-faceted, state-of-the-art tool for assessing performance, 
identifying priorities and designing meaningful recommendations for improvement. It is designed to 
include input from employees, managers and city residents in a structured survey process coupled with 
benchmark, best-practice and budget analyses. 

The MORE business model is built on a three-tier approach: 

Tier  1: A city provides data and then receives a customized report comparing that city to others 
within Florida and nationwide. Cities will be able to participate in this service at no charge. 

An online survey, currently located on the League’s Web site, is used to gather data from each 
participating city. The survey asks questions about the operations of a city and focuses on data provided 
from employees, management and residents, with each group answering questions geared to their 
respective subject area. The data are analyzed and the city receives a customized report comparing its 
results to benchmarks (state and national) for the specified areas of interest. 



 11 

Questions may include the following areas of interest: 

Efficiency – How well are resources being used in a process? 

Effectiveness – How well does a process produce the desired outcome (meet residents’  needs and expectations)? 

Productivity – How much is produced based on the capacity to produce? (How much more could be 
done than what is being done?) 

Timeliness – How well are services provided in a timely manner to those that need them? 

Reliability – How dependable is the entity at providing services consistently to those in need? 

Reasonableness – How reasonable is the cost for service operations? 

Responsiveness – How well does the city respond to public needs? 

Ethical Standards – How well does the city practice ethical standards? 

Transparency – How open are the city’s actions and activities, and how easily can they be understood by 
residents? 

Accountability – How responsive is the city to the public’s needs, and how effective is it at setting 
priorities that match  pressing issues? 

Collaboration – How closely does the city work with each community to help it reach its goals? 

Equity/Fairness – How effective is the city at providing services uniformly to all residents regardless of 
location, race or gender? 

Each question is in the form of a statement that the respondent ranks within a scale ranging from 
“strongly agree”  to “strongly disagree.”  Once the survey is completed, each section is calculated and 
compared with a set of standard best practices. A valuation report then is produced based on the answers. 
The city will be able to view how it compares with other cities (both within Florida and nationwide). 

Tier  2: Provides a customized comparison report and identifies priority improvement areas for the 
city. This tier takes the analysis provided in Tier 1 and identifies specific priorities for the city to focus 
on. Each city works directly with Evergreen Solutions in Tier 2 of the program. Cities that choose this tier 
will be charged a minimal fee, to be negotiated with Evergreen Solutions. 

Tier  3: Cities work with a consultant to develop a detailed action plan for improvement. In this tier, a 
full scale, in-depth review and evaluation is conducted. This tier not only identifies and prioritizes areas 
of improvement, it also outlines the steps needed to achieve those improvements. This tier will vary in 
cost based on the breadth and depth of the review and evaluation. 

For MORE information and assistance, contact Casey Cook, membership programs administrator for 
the Florida League of Cities, at (850) 701-3609 or ccook@flcities.com. 
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The following article appeared in the July 2008 edition of Virginia Town & City, the official monthly 
magazine of the Virginia Municipal League. 
 

You won’ t see any Virginia cities, towns, or counties on the recent 
Brookings list of the “ top 10”  worst metropolitan areas with the largest 
carbon footprints.  Almost all of these communities use coal for energy, 
and few have embraced mass transit.  Nor are Virginia localities 
included among the 10 areas with the smallest metropolitan carbon 
footprints in the United States – places like Honolulu, Los Angeles, and 
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Portland, Oregon, which are generally in warmer areas or with highly developed public transit systems.  
Virginia communities are mostly “somewhere in the middle”  compared to the 100 metropolitan areas 
measured in the May 2008 Brookings “Blueprint for American Prosperity.”  

Yet, Virginia local governments are helping lead the nation in focusing attention on energy and 
climate solutions.  Nearly 60 cities, towns, and counties have registered to participate in the Virginia 
Municipal League (VML) Green Government Challenge, the cornerstone of VML’s Go Green Virginia 
environmental initiative.  Brookings’  researchers confirmed what many Americans already have sensed: 
in the absence of a comprehensive federal program, state and local governments have taken the lead on 
forging climate and energy policy. 

Among the Brookings recommendations: “ Issue a metropolitan challenge to develop innovative 
solutions that integrate multiple policy areas.”  

The Green Government Challenge does just that.  VML member local governments of all sizes 
continue to register to participate in the self-administered Challenge, a friendly competition that 
encourages implementation of environmental policies and practical actions that reduce carbon emissions.  
The Challenge addresses multiple policy areas, including energy efficiency, green building, waste 
management, land use and tree preservation, water and air quality, and community participation.  Many of 
the actions will save local government money. 

Signing up for the Challenge is fast, easy, and free.  If your local government is not on the list of 
cities, towns, and counties that already have registered to participate at www.GoGreenVA.org, there is till 
time to get involved.   

By participating in the Challenge, communities can become VML-certified “Green Governments”  
and even win one of nine cash awards ranging from $1,000 to $3,000.  Moseley Architects, a VML 
sustaining member, will award $18,000 in prize money to the highest scorers in each of three population 
categories. 

“ In our efforts to be responsible stewards of our Earth,”  said Moseley President Bob Mills, “Moseley 
Architects is committed to helping our clients make responsible decisions about the potential 
environmental impacts of design choices.  We’re pleased to offer these awards and to recognize Virginia 
local governments that are meeting this challenge.”  

The inaugural “Moseley Architects Go Green Virginia Awards”  will be presented at the 2008 VML 
Annual Conference that will be held in Norfolk, Virginia on October 19-21.  To learn more about the 
Green Government Challenge and the Go Green Virginia initiative, log on to www.GoGreenVa.org.   

There is still time to sign up to participate in the Challenge.  Local governments will have until 
September 30 to complete and submit the Challenge.  Once registered, the web site provides participants 
with detailed instructions, technical assistance, and samples of actions and policies already established by 
other jurisdictions.   
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The following article appeared in the Summer 2008 edition of The Touchstone, the official magazine of 
the Alaska Municipal League, which is produced on a quarterly basis. 
 

Did you notice that during the few days surrounding May 
28th, 29th and 30th that the air seemed fresher…that the 
temperature wasn’ t so hot and muggy… that polar bears were 
walking around with more of an arrogant swagger… that 
unused electrical products were ALL turned off… that more 
people carpooled?  You didn’ t?  Well, neither did I.  

However, it wasn’ t for lack of suggestions or trying, because during that time period, the Alaska 
Municipal League (AML) was holding its first-ever Communities Conference on Climate Change. 

The conference came about as the brain-child of Juneau Mayor Bruce Botelho and Fairbanks North 
Star Borough Assembly Member Luke Hopkins, both AML Board members.  The planning time was 
short, but many people jumped in to cooperate and make it happen.  The conference was held at the 
University of Alaska/Anchorage.  In order to save communities some money, dorm rooms were secured 
for lodging purposes.  It was great, as the dorms rooms were very comfortable AND it made everyone SO 
responsible, as you felt you should go back to your room and study. 

The conference kicked off with a dinner on the evening of the 28th.  AML President Tim Beck and 
Anchorage Mayor Mark Begich welcomed the group (63 of them) and talked about some of the issues in 
their community.  Mayor Botelho and the conference facilitator, former state Legislator Brian Rogers led 
an open discussion in order to find out what the most important issues were with regards to Alaska’s 
communities and how they are dealing/coping/mitigating/adjusting/ignoring climate change.   

The next morning, bright and early, breakfast was served.  Since most of us had stayed in our dorm 
rooms to study, everyone was bright-eyed and bushy-tailed.  We had an inspirational talk from the 
Fairbanks North Star Borough Mayor Jim Whitaker about why we were there.  If any of you have NOT 
heard Mayor Whitaker, hear him, you must. There is very little he says that is NOT inspirational. 

Our first panel gave a presentation about the “science”  of climate change.  There were some great 
slides and information about what is actually happening on the ground.  Most of those presenters were 
University professors involved in Climate Change research.  The next panel gave presentations about the 
“economics”  of Climate Change.  What is it costing us?  What will it cost us in the future to mitigate 
these changes?  What will it cost us in the future to do nothing?  Those panelists were Kate Troll, the 
Executive Director of the Alaska Conservation Alliance and Steve Colt, with the Institute of Social and 
Economic Research/University of Alaska/Anchorage. 

We had a small break (at which the staff wisely served healthy, no sugar, no fat, no preservatives, no 
fun) food.  We are not so dumb that we don’ t know who our audience is. 

A representative from ICLEI (which stands for Local Governments for Sustainability) joined Deborah 
Williams, President of Alaska Conservation Solutions and Larry Persily, Governor Palin’s Washington, 
D.C. representative to give an overview of what local actions can be taken to reduce emissions and adapt 
to climate impacts. 
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For lunch, our keynote speaker was Senator Lisa Murkowski.  We expected a brief twenty-minute  

“hi, how are you, thank you for inviting me.”   However, we got a thoughtful, informative, hour-long talk  
from the Senator on happenings in Washington D.C. as they relate to Climate Change and the potential 
and current impacts in the State of Alaska.  We were mighty thankful for her expertise, her time 
committed to us, and her interest. 

The rest of the afternoon was dedicated to break-out sessions which featured such presenters as 
officials from Juneau, Kodiak, Fairbanks, Newtok and Homer (the communities that are “happenin’ ”  with 
regards to addressing climate change).  Others participating in the break-out sessions were Chris Rose 
from REAP, John Davies from Cold Climate Housing, Tessa Rinner and Kathy Prentki from the Denali 
Commission, Peter Crimp from the Alaska Energy Authority, and Bill Hall from UAF and many others. 

That evening we were all pleasantly invited to a reception honoring Jules and Peg Tileston.  That 
event was sponsored by the winners of the “Did you ever think these two groups would be doing 
something together”  award, the Alaska Conservation Alliance, and the Resource Development Council.  
They got together, sponsored a killer reception, and presented an award that showed us all that we can 
collaborate when it comes to the good of the State of Alaska. 

The next morning, after a HEALTHY breakfast, we heard from Larry Hartig, Commissioner of DEC, 
Larry Persily, the Governor’s representative from Washington D.C., and Peter Crimp from the Alaska 
Energy Authority.  We finished the conference with an update from Senator Johnny Ellis from Anchorage.   

All in all, it was a great conference.  It was also our very first try at a Climate Change conference.  
There are some things that we would do differently next time, but we are fast learners!  We would 
encourage you to join us next year.  We promise you that you will go away with some new ideas, new 
knowledge, new friends, three and a-half new pounds (the food was great!), and a new appreciation of 
how local government can rise to any occasion. 
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The following article appeared in the August 2008 edition of Louisiana Municipal Review, the official 
monthly publication of the Louisiana Municipal Association. 
 

The Louisiana Municipal Association’s (LMA) 
Leadership Group for Community Planning met for the 
first time on June 30 in Alexandria to discuss the needs of 
their communities. 

A partnership among LMA, Louisiana Economic 
Development (LED), U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Rural Development, and Center for Planning 

Excellence (CPEX) has been formed to more efficiently provide elected officials with planning resources 
for their communities.  This partnership will collaborate to better structure resources to meet the needs of 
all Louisiana villages, towns, and cities. 

“This Leadership Group is a vehicle for mayors across Louisiana to collaborate for a more regional 
approach to planning our futures,”  said LMA President Clarence Fields, Mayor of Pineville. 
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Jeanne-Marie Ganucheau, community liaison for U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu, kicked off the meet- 
ing, which included presentations by representatives from LED, USDA Rural Development, and CPEX. 

 

“This Leadership Group was created at the suggestion of Senator Landrieu, so that mayors from 
across the state can strategize on approaches for managing growth and development.  These mayors have 
been recognized as leaders for community planning and Smart Growth in Louisiana,”  Ganucheau said. 

According to a survey conducted by LED, the number-one liability identified was a lack of  
“planning/visioning factors such as a unified vision for economic development, effective planning, 
effective implementation of plans, and the ability to work together to avoid factionalism.”  

In a facilitated discussion led by Skip Smart, director of community development at LED, each mayor 
had the opportunity to state the main issues and needs in their community.  Common concerns among the 
mayors included lack of workforce housing, infrastructure constraints, blight, workforce development, 
and funding for planning staff.  The concept of regionalism emerged as a goal throughout the discussion. 

The meeting provided an opportunity for mayors to familiarize themselves with existing resources 
provided by LMA, LED, USDA Rural Development, and CPEX.  Smart provided information on LED’s 
new Web portal, the www.louisianacommunitynetwork.com, a one-stop resource to provide communities 
with information on assessing strengths and weaknesses, strategic planning for local development, 
encouraging business start-ups and entrepreneurship, and more economic development-driven community 
building tools. 

Sean LeBlanc, area director for USDA Rural Development, presented information on programs and 
funding opportunities through USDA Rural Development.  A Program Summary guide was distributed 
that included information on loan and grant programs for housing (single- and multi-family), community 
infrastructure, and business development for rural areas. LeBlanc provided additional detail on the Rural 
Business Opportunity Grants, which provide funding for community planning. 

Camille Manning-Broome, principal planner at CPEX, provided information on the Louisiana Land 
Use Toolkit, a resource that will be available to Louisiana communities in early 2009.  The toolkit will be 
a free resource that will provide communities with sample ordinances for subdivisions and other land 
development regulations.  Manning-Broome explained that “ the Toolkit will be helpful for communities 
which need to adopt an entire development code, or it can be used cafeteria-style for communities that 
may just need a zoning ordinance for a downtown district or new commercial corridor.”  

Manning-Broome also discussed the recently announced CPEX grant program, through which two or 
three jurisdictions will be selected to receive matching funds for the development of community plans. 

The meeting was hosted by Alexandria Mayor Jacques Roy.  In attendance were Pineville Mayor 
Clarence Fields; Leesville Mayor Betty Westerchil; Natchitoches Mayor Wayne McCullen; Hammond 
Mayor Mayson Foster; Bastrop Mayor Clarence Hawkins; Bossier City Mayor Lorenz Walker; Delhi 
Mayor J. Lynn Lewis; and Jena Mayor Murphy McMillin. 

For more information, visit the LMA’s new community planning web page at www.lma.org.    

Other resources: 

�  Louisiana Economic Development – www.louisianaforward.com and   
 www.louisianacommunitynetwork.com.  

�  USDA Rural Development – www.rurdev.usda.gov/la.  

�  Center for Planning Excellence – www.planningexcellence.org.  



 16 


 1 � � �
 1 � � �
 1 � � �
 1 � � �  � 	 4�� � � �  � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 	 4�� � � �  � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 	 4�� � � �  � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 	 4�� � � �  � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � �8 � � � � 	 � � �� � �8 � � � � 	 � � �� � �8 � � � � 	 � � �� � �8 � � � � 	 � � � ����
 

The following article is from a handout provided by the Maryland Municipal League. 
� �

What is a Geocache? 

Discovering a geocache is very much like going on a 
treasure hunt using a hand-held GPS (Global Positioning 
System) to plot map coordinates to locate the treasure or 
“cache.”   At a bare minimum, a cache may consist of a 
container and a log book.  A typical cache may also include 

trinkets and trade items.  Geocache etiquette asks that each discoverer of the cache who takes a trinket, 
replace it with another item.  You may also place information about your city or town in the cache, 
discount coupons for lodging, meals, shopping, etc. 

All of the caches on the Maryland Municipal Geocache Trail will also contain an ink stamp and if 
applicable to the city/town, information about the Maryland Byway or Heritage Area it is a part of.  

What is a Geocaching Trail?�(Definition provided by the Allegheny Geo Trail, Pennsylvania) 

“A geocaching trail is a series of geocaches tied together by a common theme.  There is not an 
itinerary, as we would think of a traditional trail, but rather a small series of points on interest in a sort of 
self-guided goal-oriented plan.  Participants can pick and choose which participating caches they wish to 
seek, based on their choice of location, difficulty, and terrain levels.  Typically there is an incentive to 
finding a certain number of caches along the trail.”  

The theme of the Maryland Municipal League (MML) Geo Trail is Celebrating Maryland’s Cities and 
Towns.  The trail consists of the 11 MML Districts (regions).  Any number of municipalities may 
participate in each district.  MML’s goal is to have participation from at least two cities/towns in each 
district.  A collectible geo coin will be given to the first 500 geocachers as an incentive for locating at 
least 2 municipal caches in each district.  To be eligible for the coin, geocachers must pick up a passport 
at any of the designated county visitor centers.  Geocachers must use the stamp in the cache on their 
passports and write the cache code word through it.  After at least 2 municipal caches in each district are 
discovered, geocachers may return to one of the county visitor centers and have their passports validated 
to receive their collectable coin.  Geocachers highly prize geo coins. 

Why a Municipal Geocaching Trail? 

The purpose of the Maryland Municipal League Geo Trail is to promote awareness of and visitations 
to Maryland’s cities and towns.  It taps into the rapidly growing high-tech tourist trade that is not limited 
to any particular age group.  Anyone with a hand-held GPS can participate in Geocache tourism.  They 
just access the official geocache website www.geocache.com, go to the MML account and download or 
manually enter the map coordinates for each cache on the Maryland Municipal League Geo Trail, then 
use their GPS to find the caches.  “ It is deceptively easy.”  

Geocache Host Cost &  Responsibilities 
 

Cost  
 

The material cost involved in hosting a geocache: 

·  The cost of one plastic or Rubbermaid type of container with a locking lid or other water/animal 
proof container (Suggested 8 cup = measures: 5.3" x 8.1" x 4.7" tall or Lock & Lock 11 Cups 
Square = measures: 6.1" square x 6.75" tall, $6.00 – $8.00) 
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·  A “ log book”  that can be a small spiral notebook  

·  Optional - whatever trinkets, pamphlets or information each city/town wishes to include 

MML will provide each participant city/town with the designated stamp for your district and, if 
applicable, with a special location card that identifies your city/town as a location on a Maryland Byway 
or in a Heritage Area (with descriptions of each).  The card and stamp must be kept in the cache box. 

MML will supply the cache boxes and log books for the first 2 participants in each district 
(determined by the date that MML received a copy of your city’s/town’s signed participation resolution 
within the enrollment period).  All cities/towns must sign the resolution to be included on the Maryland 
Municipal League Geo Trail. 

Responsibilities    

·  To qualify for participation, the city/town must adopt the Geocache Participant Resolution that 
commits your city or town to hosting and maintaining a geocache.  If it is necessary to deactivate 
the cache, you agree to follow the correct procedure for removal. 

·  Have your geocache officially approved. 

·  Maintain the placement, contents, and physical condition of your cache.  (This means that you 
will periodically check to make sure the cache stays hidden properly, that the contents that must 
remain in the cache are there, and that the container is in good condition. You may include any 
other items that you wish and even change them from time-to-time.  (If you include coupons of 
some sort, it is recommended that you place only a dozen or so at a time.) 

 

Help from the Maryland Geocaching Society 
Members of the Maryland Geocaching Society will work with each qualified city/town to help select 

the best place to hide its cache and will determine the map coordinates for the cache.  They will also 
approve the contents to make sure they are not in violation of geocaching rules and will help to write the 
description of the cache for the official geocaching website. 

 
MML - Account Holder  on the Geocaching Website 

MML will serve as the contact and account holder for the Maryland Municipal League Geo Trail. 
Geocachers log their finds on the official geocaching website.  That information will be forwarded to 
MML as the account holder.  MML will actually  be able to track the number of visitors each area is 
getting. Cities and towns may also establish an account as a “ listener”  to have that same ability. 

For more information, contact Scott Hancock, Executive Director of the Maryland Municipal 
League, at (410) 268-5514, or at scotth@mdmunicipal.org.  
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The following reports were cited in the August 2008 issue of Governing Magazine: 
 

Brookings’  “ Metropolicy”  Repor t 

You have to give Bruce Katz some credit. A dozen years ago, Katz founded the Metropolitan Policy 
program at the Brookings Institution. Since then, there has been no more tireless advocate of the sensible 
idea that cities and their suburbs succeed by working together rather than at cross-purposes. 

Now, Katz is writing a new chapter in his gospel of regionalism. He©s heading an election-year push 
to get the federal government not only to recognize that metropolitan areas are the engines of the national 
economy, but also to make metros--not states, cities or counties—the organizing principle of what he calls 
a "post-devolution federalism." The message is getting through. In a recent speech to the U.S. Conference  
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of Mayors, Barack Obama sounded pretty Katzy when he said that "strong regions are essential for a 
strong America. That is the new metropolitan reality and we need a new strategy that reflects it." 

These are hopeful words for any local leader who©s given up on the idea of a coherent federal urban 
policy. Yet it©s difficult to see where Katz©s vision of a "metro policy for a metro nation" leads. Ithas a bit 
of a chicken-and-egg problem. Let©s say the feds got a full injection of metro mojo tomorrow. Whom 
would the feds partner with? Outside of Portland and Minneapolis, there are no real systems of metro 
governance in place. Regional planning in America is spotty, and reliant on the ad-hoc cooperation of 
enlightened mayors and business leaders. The feds won©t want to shape policy around--let alone dish out 
money to--loose federations of varyingly competent civic clubs. 

Brookings©"Metropolicy" report, released in June, acknowledges this. Metros would need "nudging," 
it says, in order to gain "the cohesion needed to bridge the proliferation of city, suburban and state lines 
that divide them." And how. But the truth is, the feds may need even more nudging than the metros do. 
Congressional districts don©t jibe with metro geography any more than state or local boundaries do. 
What©s more, the federal bureaucracies that handle housing, transportation, energy and the environment 
are hopelessly disconnected from one another, despite the many ways their policies connect at the metro 
level. "Frankly, it will take us five years to embed this," Katz admits. "This is an intellectual shift." 

To obtain the “ Metropolicy”  Report from the Brookings Institution website, please go to 
www.brookings.edu/repor ts/2008/06/_metropolicy.aspx.  

 
Study by the Rockefeller  Institute of Government 

States relying on increases in gambling revenue to help balance their budgets may be in for a surprise. 
While revenues from lotteries, casinos, racinos and pari-mutuel betting reached an all-time high of more 
than $23 billion last year, the growth of gambling-related revenues is beginning to slow. 

Gambling revenues grew by 8.7 percent between 2005 and 2007, down from a growth rate of 17.1 
percent during the two previous years. For the first three quarters of fiscal year 2007-08, revenues rose by 
only 0.7 percent, compared with the same period during the previous year. 

According to a recent study by the Rockefeller Institute of Government, this decline in growth is due 
in part to greater competition between states and lingering concerns over the social and moral impact of 
the industry.  

As more states enter the market and others expand their gambling operations, there is likely to be a 
"saturation of gambling opportunities," says Robert Ward, deputy director of the Rockefeller Institute. 
That, he adds, will lead to a drastic reduction in revenue growth since "there are only so many gambling 
dollars to go around." 

With a slowdown in gambling revenue©s growth, states may no longer be able to turn to it for large 
infusions of cash. This is particularly worrisome since, the report points out, it is during poor economic 
times that states tend to depend on gambling revenues to help make ends meet. The bottom line, Ward 
says, is that while gambling revenues are an important component of state budgets, they "will not be as 
consistently reliable" in the future. 

To obtain this study from the Rockefeller  Institute website, please go to 
www.rockinst.org/publications/subpage.aspx?id=15010.  
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Repor t by the Rockefeller  Institute of Government and the Public Affairs Research Council of 
Louisiana 

Three years after hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the Gulf Coast region©s recovery from two of the 
greatest natural catastrophes in U.S. history has been sporadic. Scars left behind by the storms--vacant 
buildings, piles of rubble, deteriorating infrastructure--still remain in many parts of Louisiana and 
Mississippi. But a new report by the Rockefeller Institute of Government and the Public Affairs Research 
Council of Louisiana indicates that the pace of recovery is poised to accelerate. 

The report notes that public officials and community members involved in the rebuilding efforts are 
confident that within the next 10 years, the region will have fully recovered now that "the plans are there, 
much of the money is there, and the will is there." 

This long-term time frame, however, is in contrast to the initial hope that affected areas could quickly 
rebound from the storms. Richard Nathan, co-director of the Rockefeller Institute, attributes the length of 
recovery to a fundamental issue: competing concepts of the future and how to rebuild toward that goal. 

Any successful recovery effort, Nathan concludes, requires balancing decisive action while seeking 
adequate community input in the development of a rebuilding strategy, and that, he points out, "requires 
leadership." 

To obtain a copy of theis report from the website of the Public Affairs Research Council of 
Louisiana, please go to www.la-par .org/Publications/PDF/GulfGovCommuinity/Rebuilding.pdf.  

 


 7 � � � � � > B�> C� �� 	 � � � � � � �+' � � 	 � � � 
 � � � � �8 	 � � � �
 7 � � � � � > B�> C� �� 	 � � � � � � �+' � � 	 � � � 
 � � � � �8 	 � � � �
 7 � � � � � > B�> C� �� 	 � � � � � � �+' � � 	 � � � 
 � � � � �8 	 � � � �
 7 � � � � � > B�> C� �� 	 � � � � � � �+' � � 	 � � � 
 � � � � �8 	 � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � � � � ! � � � � � � � $ � � � � 4� � � � � � � � � � � � � ! � � � � � � � $ � � � � 4� � � � � � � � � � � � � ! � � � � � � � $ � � � � 4� � � � � � � � � � � � � ! � � � � � � � $ � � � � 4� ����

 

By Sue Tinnish, Director , Accepted Practices Exchange (APEX), Convention Industry Council 
 

Tourism is one of the largest revenue-generating industries for most 1st, 
2nd, and even 3rd-tier cities.  In a 2004 study conducted by Global Insight, a 
leading tourism research company, the city of Palm Beach, Florida 
received $2.83 billion in direct, indirect, and induced spending from 
visitors.  This helped to support 53,538 jobs and $1.51 million in wages.  
And Palm Beach is ranked only 46th in tourism impact among the nation’s 

largest cities.  In the same year, Oklahoma City tallied an economic impact of $159 million from 
convention business alone.  Many cities rely on tourism for some part of their revenue. 

The topic of greening and sustainability is gaining wide interest.  Newsweek magazine recently 
published an article titled “Now Green Means Business” , basically highlighting that in order to be 
profitable, companies must reduce their carbon footprint.   The tourism, convention and meeting industry 
is also focused on being green.   Destination Marketing Association International (DMAI) identified eight 
globally focused “super trends” , one of which is “Going Green.”   The article in Smart Meetings, August 
2008 issue quotes the DMAI Study as saying, “Destination Marketing Organizations and the stakeholders 
they serve, will experience increasing pressure to be seen as green and will need to develop realistic 
strategies and plans for sustainable development and management of their travel products.”  

The topic of greening will be important for cities, for the meetings industry and for all forms of 
business.  Having a focus on being green will serve the long-term sustainability of cities and also serve as 
a basis for future revenue.   
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The Accepted Practices Exchange (APEX), an initiative of the Convention Industry Council (CIC), is 
making enormous progress in the development of best practices for green meetings.  The APEX Green 
Meetings and Events Practices Panel intends to develop baseline standards in order to set the bar at an 
appropriate level for organizations to achieve APEX “eco-compliance”  in their meetings. 

By creating the Green Meetings & Events Practices Panel, APEX has successfully formed the 
foundations for a truly innovative new way of defining “green” .  Amy Spatrisano of Meeting Strategies 
Worldwide and the Green Meeting Industry Council (GMIC) is spearheading this effort, along with other 
prominent people and players including the Environmental Protection Agency.    

Spatrisano has been actively engaging volunteers for nine committees. These committees include:  
Transportation, Destination Selection, Accommodations, Meeting Venue, Exhibits, Food and Beverage, 
Communications, On Site Office, and A/V production.  The APEX Green Meetings & Events Practices 
Panel involves volunteers from government, planner, and supplier segments, as well as those who are 
highly involved in green efforts into committees.   

APEX encourages members of the National League of Cities to stay abreast of updates related to the 
APEX Green Meetings & Events Practices Panel.  APEX encourages you to participate in various virtual 
and city discussion groups that will be discussing the standards prior to approval and later ratification by 
ASTM International, as standards setting body.   

To learn more about becoming a volunteer, participating in city discussion groups or to be added to  

our APEX E-Newsletter, please visit www.APEXsolution.org or contact the APEX Director, Sue Tinnish 
at stinnish@conventionindustry.org.    You can also learn more about the Convention Industry Council or 
other aspects of APEX at our website. 
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By Daniel Petty, Special to Stateline.org   
 

Consumers already jarred by high food, gasoline and heating oil 
prices in many states now face another financial burden: 
skyrocketing electricity bills. 

Around the country, electric utilities’  requests for rate increases 
have spiked in recent weeks, stemming from high-priced fuels such 
as coal and natural gas that are used to generate power. Those fuel 
price hikes — blamed on an increase in worldwide energy demand 
— are being passed on to ratepayers. 

In West Virginia, the state’s largest natural gas utility is asking 
for a 42 percent rate increase. In Virginia, millions of Dominion 

Virginia Power customers are seeing their bills rise an average of 18 percent, the largest one-time rate 
hike there in three decades. And Ohio’s largest electric utility is seeking a 15 percent rate increase 
annually for the next three years because of high coal prices and a new state environmental law governing 
emissions that will cost the company money, a spokesman says. 

“There’s no question that rising fuel prices have been driving utility bills higher,”  said Tyson Slocum, 
director of the energy program at Public Citizen, a consumer advocacy group based in Washington, D.C. 
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Addressing the problem, the Louisiana Public Service Commission declared the state’s first energy 
emergency Aug. 12, which allows elderly, disabled and low-income customers to hold off paying part  

of their electricity bills for up to a year.  

At the state level, regulatory commissions that act as gatekeepers to ensure fair rate hikes for 
consumers can do little to halt the trend, because utilities say they are merely recouping costs. 

“They can’ t just say, ‘Coal went up, so give us money,’ ”  said Rob Thormeyer, spokesman for the 
National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissions. “They have to prove what they’ re saying. If it’ s 
a cost of fuel, it’ s documented, and they’ re buying it, they have a right to request for a rate increase.”  

Nationwide, residential electricity prices are projected to increase by an average of 5 percent in 2008 
and 10 percent in 2009, according to the federal Energy Information Association (EIA). That compares 
with an increase of 2.2 percent in 2007. 

The cost of natural gas for the electric power sector in March was 25 percent higher than a year 
earlier, but prices have fallen slightly during the past few weeks, stoking hopes of lower-than-anticipated 
prices in the future. 

Governors in the northeast are particularly concerned with energy costs as winter approaches and 
heating oil prices remain high. Connecticut, Maine and New Hampshire are considering scheduling 
special energy legislative sessions. But even in energy-rich states, consumer prices are high. Sharing its 
energy revenues with consumers, Alaska passed a one-time resource rebate Aug. 8 that pays each resident 
$1,200 and suspended the state’s 8-cent motor fuel tax.  

Electricity prices have steadily risen for about the last seven years, EIA statistics show. Nobody 
tracks the number of utilities putting in rate requests to recoup fuel costs, but some experts pegged the 
number around 30.  

In Pennsylvania, where rate caps are set to expire at the end of 2010, some state lawmakers fear that 
prices will shoot as high as 60 percent above current levels. Residents in Maryland can expect much the 
same once rate caps expire Dec. 31 of this year. 

Texas has been slammed particularly hard with high electricity prices since it deregulated its 
electricity market six years ago. Half of the state’s power is supplied from natural gas, and its transmis- 
sion superhighway was designed on a system not meant to handle today’s demand — the highest in the 
nation. 

In response, the Texas Public Utilities Commission last month approved a plan proposed by Gov. 
Rick Perry (R) to double the number of in-state nuclear power plants in the next 10 years, push for the 
development of biofuels, and increase the production and use of wind energy. The commission also 
approved the construction of high-tension power lines between wind farms in west Texas and high-
demand areas in the state’s metropolitan areas. 

Utility companies say aging and inadequate transmission lines have caused part of the rising power 
costs. Overburdened transmission lines cause gridlock, a condition comparable to not having enough 
highway to handle rush hour traffic, said Ed Legge, spokesman for the Edison Electric Institute, the 
industry group representing utilities. Gridlock plagues Mid-Atlantic states and California, he said. 

“What is true is that we don’ t have adequate infrastructure,”  Legge said. “The whole reason 
electricity has been affordable — as a utility, not a luxury — is that we could … get it to as many people 
as possible all the time. That totally depends on generating it in one place and moving it to another.”  
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In Connecticut, for example, customers of Connecticut Electric Light & Power pay millions of dollars 
in congestion charges because of difficulty in transferring power to the southwestern part of the state. 

The EIA’s projection that energy demand will rise by 30 percent by the year 2030 comes at a time 
when the high cost of building materials makes improving infrastructure less appealing for many electric 
utilities. And the possibility of future federal climate legislation — and the emission standards it would 
almost certainly impose — has clouded utilities’  ability to judge the costs of building new plants. 

As a result, many states and utilities that once eschewed calls for conservation are now drumming up 
support for the idea, including Wyoming, which announced on Aug. 11 a campaign to promote energy 
efficiency.  

“Some states that didn’ t have the need to be all that efficient are now learning it,”  NARUC’s 
Thormeyer said. “The specter of climate legislation makes it difficult to make decisions and get financing. 
All of these issues are making efficiency the best option because people recognize this is not an interim 
thing.”  

Still, some states — rebuffed by an unresponsive administration and Congress — are searching for 
long-term solutions by pursing more nuclear, solar and biofuel power options. 

Duke Energy has submitted a proposal to build a nuclear facility in South Carolina, and the Florida 
Public Service Commission last month unanimously backed a project to build a nuclear plant and 
additional solar facilities.  

Arizona, California, Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New Mexico have the most aggressive 
statewide solar initiatives, with requirements for at least 2 percent of their generation to come from solar 
power by 2019 at the earliest, according to the Database of State Incentives for Renewables & Efficiency. 
Ohio and Pennsylvania just recently announced programs of their own, and Gov. Chet Culver (D) of Iowa 
Aug. 9 called on Iowa to make the state a leader in developing solar technology. 

“The American way is to figure out the silver bullet and fire away,”  said Legge, the utility group 
spokesman. “But we believe we need everything. We need to eliminate carbon. We’ re going to need to 
find other sources of energy.”  
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