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The program agenda for the 2009 NLC State League Stafkghop is on track and coming together
with timely concurrent sessions in research andimgfeonvention planning and a highly-regarded
General Session speaker for Friday morning, JulyTliis year’s staff workshop will be held in Louis
ville, Kentucky on July 15-18 at the Galt House él@nd Suites, situated on the banks of the OhierRi

Sylvia L. Lovely, Executive Director/CEO of the Kentucky League of
Cities (KLC), Inc. and President of the NewCities mstitute, will address staff
workshop attendees at Friday morning’s Generali@ess the topic of “Finding
Your Passion.” State league and NLC staff aresny lemanding, time-consum
ing jobs in member-driven organizations. When moictvhat you do and work
on is examined and scrutinized on a regular bastolleagues, supervisors, and
members; when you are running from one meetingnodheer and trying to meet
work deadlines; and when there is just not enoirgé in the day to “sit back and
smell the roses,” what can you do to be enthusiagteative, and passionate
while having a real life? Very often, finding yomue passion is not as simple as it seems, whgthe
have been with an organization for less than o gefor more than 31 years. Ms. Lovely, KLC
Executive Director/CEOQ for nearly 20 years, wiledlenge your thinking, sharing personal insights to
ignite the passion in you!




Sylvia Lovely has been actively involved with citisince 1988, when she started as a staff attorney
with KLC. Since 1990, she has been KLC Executive®or and CEO. Her commitment to the well-
being and safety of cities and the people thattbalh home was also shown in her work as interigcEx
utive Director of Kentucky’s Office of Drug ContrBlolicy. She currently serves the on the boarthef
National League of Cities and as chair of the MeeehState Board of Regents.

In addition to her work at KLC, Ms. Lovely is alBwesident of the NewCities Institute, a national
nonprofit organization that encourages citizengabinvolved in helping their communities thrivetire
rapid technological change and global challengghe®1st century. Her passion for civic engageémen
began long before she graduated from law schoolv Ms. Lovely speaks and instructs across the
country, encouraging citizens to take similar attiobuilding the kind of world and future they kee

Ms. Lovely wants to know what people think aboguiss in their communities, so she blogs at
http://sylvia.newcities.organd is also linked by other sites, including thialoel Kotkin, a noted futurist,
at New Geographywww.newgeography.cojnas well as with the populamww.Politico.comwebsite,
the nation's leading web and print publication desi@exclusively to politics and policy. Sylvia Laly
believes in the power of people, no matter who #weyor where they live. She inspires others viith t
simple but powerful message: Ideas that transfbemiorld can begin locally with people who care.

Ms. Lovely is a regular contributor to newspapeard publications and a featured commentator on
various TV and radio programs. She has appear¢idesthou Dobbs Tonight” show on CNN, offering
solutions to increase voter participation, andriegular contributor to National Public Radio.

Her passion for civic engagement has led to nunseamards and recognitions. She was named one of
Kentucky’s Top Women of Influence, Communicatotiuf Year, and Appalachian Woman of the Year.
In 2006, she was awarded Kentucky's highest homroptiblic service, the Vic Hellard Award. Ms.
Lovely currently serves on numerous boards and desioms and is a sought after opinion leader in
Kentucky, nationally, and abroad.

Topics for Concurrent Sessions in Research and in &ting/Convention Planning

Topics for concurrent sessions and discussiontakirg shape for the staff workshop. The two and
one-half day workshop serves as a valuable lea@amgnetworking opportunity for state league shhhll
levels and offers a mix of presentations and raalidtdiscussions on state league programs andtiastiv
that are designed to meet the professional devednpneeds of staff engaged in all areas of statpule
work, including advocacy and legislative relatioc@mmunications and publications, information
technology, member services, and research.

Staff from state league risk pools have also agdmutevious workshops, and are encouraged to attend
this year.

Concurrent session topics that are being develfgpestate leaguessearchstaff include:

. State League Research: Tools of the Trade
The term research is defined as the collectiomfoiimation about a particular topic. More and more

state leagues are employing staff to do researehvamiety of topics for such purposes as advaritien
league legislative goals and agendas, bringing rtapbissues to the attention of the public, orstisg)

their leadership and members to articulate thaigues’ positions in several essential areas. \Afleat

some of the more specific tools by which state deagrerform the research function? When is it
appropriate to survey a league’s membership? Hewgaestions in a survey designed? These and other
research topics, such as GIS (Geographic Inform&istems) and long-range major research projects,
will be discussed in this session.




2. Presenting your League’s Research Results in the MbEffective Way
Articulating the results of a state league’s rede@&fforts on a particularly important issue carchtcal

to advancing the league’s objectives. What istlest effective way to present those results? Is it
dependent on a specific situation? Does the n@dyaa role, and, if so, how should the league’s
communications department be put to use in thw®ff Should the league’s executive director and/or
president and officers be involved in presentingighlighting the results of important researclon &
thought-provoking and lively discussion on thisiss

3. Web-Based Research
More and more researching of issues that are irapbtb state leagues is beginning to take pladb®n

Internet. Besides the well-known search engineygBy are there other search engines on the web tha
can assist league staff in its collection of infatimn on critical league issues? Are there anydseand
resources in web-based research that leagues dhmaltare of? Should league researchers have to
verify or authenticate the information that theydfion the web, and are there legal issues invalved
doing so? This session will be focusing on thdsdlenges.

4. Document Management: The Key to Organizational Prodctivity
The management and organization of a league’s dectacan be critical to the overall success of the

league’s operations and in keeping down expenlglegy organizations have document collections that
contain much redundancy and duplicate content,wmakes for more expense. This could mean that
the organization is updating the same content plaltimes, thus running the risk of errors creepimg
Also, staff can spend up to several hours eacHatikyng for information. When critical informatids
trapped in files and in paper, productivity andfpenance are affected, impairing an organization’s
ability to achieve its goals. What can your leadado slash document maintenance and scanningfcost
How can your league better organize and more napédiieve vital information? This is a crucial
session if you are interested in decreasing leagpenses.

5. Inspiring your membership to become place makers
Investing in communities is an important elemenamy long-term economic development strategy.

Research continues to show that "place" matter ii@n ever as an increasingly mobile workforce
seeks a place to live first and a job second. Laff@ials play a primary role in setting forth lpmes that
can help to achieve community sustainability angrowe quality of life as it relates to creatingqea
that are attractive to live, warlearn, and play. Capacity building of local oféits and community lead-
ers in this effort is of keen interest to the Mgdm Municipal League (MML) and its members. Over t
course of the past year and a half, through MMLubIR Policy forums, research, and education, the
League identified eight essential assets necefsiacpmmunities to be vibrant, thriving, and susidile
places to live. Hear how MML is translating itdafia policies into an action plan for a more prasps
Michigan.

Concurrent session topics fioreeting and convention planningat the staff workshop are:

1. Doing Green State Leaqgue Meetings and Conventiongfardably
A green meeting or event is designed to incorpaatéronmental considerations in order to minimize

the meeting’s negative impact on the environm@&educing the environmental footprint of a meeting o
convention involves balancing environmental, ecoicpand community goals in all stages of the meet-
ing process, including design, planning, implemgota and evaluation. Green meeting planners today
are thinking about such things as air quality, gpefficiency, water conservation, and waste manage
ment. But planning and executing a green meesimgi just about being environmentally responsible;
economic benefits and savings can accrue to tha evganizer. Attend this session to learn abest b
practices in putting together and holding a greeeting, event, or convention.




2. The Process of Site Selection for Your League Coméce and Other Meetings
In evaluating your league’s conference and meeditegselection process, what are the general ieritieat

should be used in order to make sure that hotelxanference centers under consideration are ghefit
for the event? How should Requests for Propo&#$§) be shaped and written to ensure that yoguéea
will get the type of facility that it needs for aajor event or annual conference? Discussion aiu§ on the
elements of general meeting policies and the compsrof an RFP. Site selection and the RFP arfirthe
critical steps toward the achievement of a confezaar meeting that is productive and enjoyableafor
meeting attendees and league staff.

3. The Nuts and Bolts of Negotiating Hotel and Meetind.ocation Contracts
Most member municipalities in several leagues arg small towns and villages with very limited

training budgets. Therefore, it is important tgaotate hotel contracts for the best possible gawent
room rates, as well as for food and beverage e@vstsoom rental. This assists in keeping meeting
registration fees from rising, thus making it mafordable for the officials of small municipali¢o
attend meetings and conferences. Learn from aerexyed meeting planner how to be creative with
attrition clauses, how to effectively communicatéwhotels and conference centers, and, overal, oo
negotiate contracts that will benefit your leagnd gour league’s meeting participants.

4. Distance Learning for State League Training Worksh@s
Distance Learning is a field of education and irajrthat focuses on the strategies of instructiwh a

learning, the technology, and the instructionat@ys designs that aim to deliver training to stislerho
are not physically “on site.” More and more leagjaee trying to determine if there are realistterala-
ives to the traditional training workshop (at whidhregistrants are on site) by exploring the egiof
distance learning. Can distance learning workHertype of training programs that leagues offehedr
members? Are there other organizations that lesagnasy have to collaborate with in order to offer
videoconferencing, interactive television, or oaltnaining to member municipal officials? Put your
head together with other state league meeting ptarand communicators to find out more about
distance learning and its benefits.

5. Best Practices for Innovative Cost Cutting Tools foYour League Convention and Meetings
In these challenging times of financial prudence belt tightening, state leagues have been lodking

ways to reduce costs, particularly with regarchi ¢osts associated with holding annual conventions
other meetings, and training workshops. What oreand “out-of-the-box” steps can meeting and
convention planners take to better leverage ressurcorder to control increasing costs and redluee
expenses of conferences and events — such asriddekaerage costs and room rental? What is indolve
in determining and identifying where excessive nmge¢xpenses might be trimmed? For the budget-
conscious, this session is a must and an oppoytimghare best practices on how to trim meetirdy an
conference costs.
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NLC's two year-old Public Finance Consortium
(PFC) met in Washington, D.C. at the conclusion of
NLC’s 2009 Congressional City Conference. Jeannie
Garner, Director of Financial Services at the Fari
League of Cities, Inc., presided at the meetingRGS
Chair before handing over the gavel for the next tw
years to Bill Hamilton, Executive Pool Administrato
Chief Insurance Services Officer at the Kentucky
League of Cities, Inc.

Representatives from the six of the seven PFC state
league bond pool members were in attendance, a&s wer
representatives from four other state municipajles.

Bill Hamilton of the Kentucky League of Cities
PFC Chair for 2009-2011, adeannie Garner Susan Gaffney, Director of the Government Finance

of the Florida Leez‘%léi Ozfocogies' . PFC Chair fof - tricers Association’s (GFOA) Federal Liaison Cente
] provided an overview on federal legislative andiutag
tory developments affecting bond pools and tax-gtdyonds. In particular, she discussed the taxapxe
bond provisions in the American Recovery and Reitment Act, which both houses of Congress passed
in mid February.

Cathy Spain, Director of NLC'’s Center for Membeogtams, and Bob Inzer, Clerk of the Court in
Leon County, Florida and Chair of NLC’s Blue RibbGommission on Municipal Credit Enhancement,
provided an update on recent meetings with ratgeneies, Treasury Department officials, and profes-
sionals in the municipal bond market on a proptisaleate a new mutual insurance company that would
insure new, fixed rate general obligation bondsitxés, counties, and school districts and reverarels
sold to finance essential governmental serviced) as water and sewer facilities. They also dsetishe
need for a liquidity provider. PFC members voteevtite a letter to NLC Executive Director Don Boru
in support of NLC’s Blue Ribbon Commission propasatreate a mutual credit enhancement company.

Peg Henry, Associate General Counsel at the NpaliSecurities Rulemaking Board (MSRB),
described the work and mission of the MSRB, whech self-regulatory organization for broker-dealers
and bank dealers in the municipal market; its regcetiatives in market leadership and transparesroy
market efficiency; and its Electronic Municipal Ndat Access System (EMMA), which is a comprehen-
sive, centralized online source for free accesdftoial statements, advance refunding documemid, a
real-time trade price information on municipal s#ees. Subsequent to the meeting, she provide@ NL
staff with an article on changes to municipal bdistlosure practices and encouraged PFC members to
use the article in their state league publicatiofise sample article can be obtained from Scottrigldxy
contacting him amorris@nlc.org

Mitch Rapaport, Partner at Nixon Peabody, LLP, &snsed on various provisions of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. He strefsdmunicipal finance provisions apply only in
2009 and 2010. He added that the Act increasesntiadl issuer exception to $30 million from $10
million and provides new incentives for banks toghase all types of bonds. He described a nevblaxa
bond option, Build America Bonds; a new categoryaafexempt private activity bonds, Recovery Zone



Bonds; and a new category of tax credit bonds, ie@School Construction bonds. Other provisiohs
the Act that he discussed included increases inahean energy bond limits and qualified energy
conservation bond limits and an expansion of thmitien of industrial revenue bonds to include
facilities used for the manufacturing, creationpaduction of intangible property.

Michael Decker, Co-Executive Officer of the RegibBand Dealers Association, talked about the
prospects for fundamental changes to the nati@mem€ial regulatory structure, what may be in sfore
the municipal market, and how this could affectiess, bond pools, and other market participants.

Greg Cochran, President of the Alabama Municipaldiug Corporation (AMFund) and Director of
Intergovernmental Relations at the Alabama LeadMumicipalities, described what has been happen-
ing at AMFund during its three years of existened the bond offerings it has made to its member
municipalities. The AMFund is the newest bond pmobng the PFC membership, but is one of the
original members of the PFC. He added that AMAsralirrently working with the Alabama Securities
Commission on an inquiry from a private sector stagent banker and his bond attorney. AMFund has
serious questions on the Alabama Securities Cononisgurisdiction of their program, but are chausi
to cooperate unless the inquiry becomes conframtakior hostile.

Subsequent to the meeting, several follow-up d@s/will be pursued during the next few months.
Staff will work with PFC members to develop an atgefor the PFC’s next meeting in October in New
Orleans, LA on Oct. 21. In addition, PFC membegysraved of inviting representatives of state bond
banks to the meeting. In addition, they approvefting elected officials, who have public finance
backgrounds, to attend and participate in futur€MNRFC informational/training meetings on a fee ®asi

For questions about the recent meeting in Washingt@bout NLC’s Public Finance Consortium,
please contact Scott Morrism@brris@nlc.org
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!fmq -\" Municipal leaders and state municipal league si@ff now
- , register for th&009 National Summit on Your City’s Families,
H.ﬂTlﬂHﬁL $UMﬂH ﬂH which will take placeDctober 11-13, 200%t the Westin Boston

?UUH CITY 5 FAM“'TEE Waterfront Hotein Boston, Mass. The Summit is the nation’s

: W LS Bl | |argest gathering of municipal leaders workingrpiove the lives

: riry | A, of children, youth, and families in their commuedi In 2007,
nearly 450 mayors, councilmembers, senior municfadf, and
school and community partners from over 150 ciig®ss the
nation participated in this biennial evefito register online, visitwww.nlc.org/ivef.

- " i

b Octpber 11-13, 2000 - Boston. Massachusetts

The 2009 Summit’s high-quality training sessiond arkshops will feature cutting-edge city
innovations and strategies for helping struggliagifies cope with the economic crisis. Attendeéks w
gain access to unique and valuable learning andnat@orking opportunities, hear from exciting
keynote speakers, participate in site visits t@vative Boston programs, and continue to build a
national, city-led movement to strengthen families.

Significant discounts are available to participasit® register before July 17. With an early biter
of only $395, the Summit remains one of the beggdias for city leaders from NLC member cities and
their community partners. By assembling a teamuicipal and other community leaders to establish
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plans or advance priorities, communities will béeab make the most out of the 2009 Summit’'s oppor-
tunities. For more information, contact Sharie Wab@ood@nlc.orgor at (202) 626-3087.
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NLC’s seven policy and advocacy committees haveldged the following list of top issues for their
respective steering committees to consider antexh-depth this year. Below is the schedule and
location of each of the steering committee meetimigisin the next few months and the issues thel wil
each be considering.

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (CED)

May 7-9 Savannah, Georgia

Issues: Economic recovery initiatives
Regional collaboration for economic development
Local job growth through innovation

ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES (EENR)

April 17-18 Portland, Oregon

Issues: Product stewardship and waste reduction
Climate change mitigation and adaptation
Water supply planning
Sustainability initiatives

FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELAT IONS (FAIR)

June 4-6 Waco, Texas

Issues: Transportation funding and fuel taxes
Federal tax reform initiatives
Access to and collection of sales taxes (includintgrnet sales)

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT (HD)

May 28-30 Louisville, Kentucky

Issues: Teen pregnancy prevention
The Workforce Investment Act
Steps cities can take to assist veterans livirgnohreturning to
communities

INFORMATION TECNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATIONS (ITC)

June 11-13 Nashville-Davidson, Tennessee

Issues: Expanded access to broadband
Application of technology to government efficienegpecially in areas such as
healthcare

Economic recovery initiatives
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PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIME PREVENTION (PSCP)

June 4-6 West Palm Beach, FL

Issues: Building regional and intergovernmentatrgaships for public safety
efforts, including examining Fusion Centers
Creation of a PSCP working group focusing on tteéf&d Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
Monitoring drug issues and related problems eiffigatities throughout
the country

TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES (TIS)

May 27-30 Riviera Beach, Florida

Issues: Transportation and land use decisions
Federal surface transportation funding
Passenger and freight rail

For more information, please contact NLC Policy iger Ken Rosenfeld absenfeld@nlc.orgor at
(202) 626-3194.

$ % II" # 2
WHEN: Wednesday, July 15 -- Saturday, July 18

WHERE: The Galt House Hotel & Suites
140 North Fourth Street
Louisville, Kentucky

NLC ROOM BLOCK EXPIRESSunday, June 7 at Noon
WORKSHOP REGISTRATION DEADLINEMonday, June 8
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NLC held its annual Congressional City Conferemc@&/ashington, D.C. on March 14-18 at a new
venue, the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel. PictureldWweare scenes from state league activities at the

2009 Congressional City Conference.

L-R at State League Executive Directors and Staff

Reception on Sunday Evening, March 15: League
DirectorsScott Hancock(Maryland),Sam Mamet
(Colorado), ancllis Hankins (North Carolina) with
Carolyn Berndt (NLC Senior Legislative Counsel)

L-R in State Municipal League Staff Headquarters:
League Director§&eorge Wright (Delaware) Alan
Kemp (lowa), andMatt Greller (Indiana)

L-R at the State League Presidents and Executikecioirs
Luncheon Tom Ed McHugh, Louisiana Municipal
Association (LMA) Executive Directoiayor Bill

Robertsonof Minden, Louisiana and LMA President;
Mayor Connie Lawsonof Richmond, Kentucky and
Kentucky League of Cities (KLC) President; dsylvia
Lovely, KLC Executive Director/CEO

David Agnew, Deputy Director of Intergovern-

mental Affairs at the White House, speaking gt

the State League Presidents and Executive
Directors Luncheon
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The following article appeared in the March 200%tied of TheKansas Government Journtde
monthly publication of the League of Kansas Murailifs.

Ernie Mosher, former Executive Director of the Leagf Kansas Municipali-
ties (LKM), died March 11, 2009 at the age of &1e had a nationally recognized
reputation as an authority on municipal governmevit. Mosher served as Kansas
League Director from 1960 until his retirement 891. Prior to his service in
Kansas, he served as a research assistant at sisthAsDirector of the League of
Wisconsin Municipalities.

During his time in Kansas, Mr. Mosher tirelesslyachted for local govern-

ments at each Kansas legislative session and was BtitheKansas Government

Journal. One of his first challenges upon arrival wasvtok on the campaign for
the passage of the Constitutional Home Rule Amemdmia 1959, the Kansas Legislature approved the
Home Rule Amendment and placed it on the Genegditieh ballot in November of 1960. Ernie arrived
at the League in February of 1960 and went rigltddk convincing the voters of Kansas that passdge
the Amendment was good public policy. His effoai®ng with those of many colleagues, paid off and
the Constitutional Home Rule Amendment was approrebtlovember 8, 1960 by a vote of 346,739 to
270,820. Throughout his life, Ernie continued ¢odm ardent supporter of Home Rule and the philoso-
phy of governing through local control.

Mr. Mosher also served in many governmental assongand bodies such as the Kansas Geological
Survey, the Kansas Association of Regional Planfiagnmissions, the American Society of Public
Administration, and three terms on the Board ofbliors of the National League of Cities. Evenrafte
his retirement in 1991, he continued his publickuay serving several terms on the Topeka-Shawnee
County Metropolitan Planning Commission.

Mr. Mosher's long and storied experience was rdéefday his peers across the nation, as is reflected
by numerous awards and other recognitions. Hdletonor of receiving numerous proclamations in
recognition of his many years of public servica] garticularly cherished a plaque from the National
League of Cities noting his role as “the collectbemscience and guiding presence of this organiziti
In 1977, he received the National League of Cili®n G. Stutz Award in recognition of his 25 yeafrs
service to municipal leagues. On March 13, 2008 1iKM Governing Body renamed the annual award
given by the organization to an outstanding lotatted official as the “E.A. Mosher Excellence iodal
Government Award.”

Ernie was the son of Kenneth and Minnie MosheriohRnd County, Wisconsin. He was a graduate
of the University of Wisconsin and was a Volkerl&alin the graduate school of public affairs at \Way
State University. He also made time for other gbuations to his community. He was a long-time
member of the First Congregational Church, holdamany leadership positions and spearheading the
First Church Garden. He stayed active in hisestgnt, with family and church responsibilities sl
ongoing interest in research and writing. His hdd&urning Covers: The Cultural and Postal History of
Letters Edged in Blackeceived the 2004 literature award of the U.SlaRHic Classics Society.

Among his many works Mr. Mosher once wrote, "Mg's experience is that community, at least a
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sense of community, is of both civil and human inm@oce, that people need a sense of place and
identity, of belonging to something that is biggean they are." No one who new Ernest A. Mosher ha
any doubt that he contributed greatly to the abditmany people to achieve that sense of community
and thereby enriched their lives.

Memorial contributions to First Congregational Gituor charity of your choice can be made in
memory of Ernest A. Mosher.
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By Kevin Ritchie, Coordinator, Western Minicipal Association

Nearly 70 delegates attended the Western
Municipal Association (WMA) meeting on March 16
in conjunction with the National League of Cities
Congressional City Conference in Washington, DC.
The delegates developed ideas for the WMA Board to
consider in crafting next year's work plan.

The goal was to successfully “Speed Brainstorm”
to get good ideas on the table quickly. The detga
broke into eight groups and were given ten minutes

each to discuss the following questions. Eachmreported its results. The product of the "Speed
Brainstorm" is listed below.

"How should the WMA fit into the state municipal Bgue policy process regarding western regional
issues?"

Annual meetings of state leagues can be usedasra for issues; each state league can transmit
issues to members through its individual statedegmplicy/communication process.

WMA should act as a clearinghouse and use stageiésafor information dissemination.
Create committees within WMA to work on issues,ikinto state league policy committees.
Create state league "focus groups" on issues.

Create model resolutions and legislation as apatepr

More articles for state league newsletters.

Send policy papers to state leagues.

Use e-mail, Facebook, etc. for information dissextiom. Create a WMA "Facebook" page.
WMA should link its webpage to state league weksited vice versa.

Put WMA policies in policy formats most usable tate leagues.

WMA should share information with leagues, but makee the information is not partisan.
WMA should work with state leagues to develop girpolicy statements that all state leagues
endorse.

Continue to solicit issues from state leaguesudsghat resonate with state leagues.

Build a strong coalition of western state leagues.

11



"What issues should the WMA work on next year?"

Continue working with Western Governors Associatiolevelop WMA issues.

Clean water

Water sufficiency and related issues.

Energy development

Low income energy policy.

Focus on renewable energy; preserve local conitbltvansmission of all types of energy.
Maintain and promote local control

Transportation system improvements including esbgcially include connecting Alaska-lower
48 states connections.)

Federal lands issues
Reduction of carbon footprint.
Focus on water issues.

Conclusion:

The Speed Brainstorming session has given the Wid&®a good start on developing a work plan
for the coming year that will be of value to the $dgn state municipal leagues. Here are two themes:

The WMA should to continue to develop innovativetway communication processes with the
Western State Municipal Leagues to advance a WeBtegion municipal policy process to
complement the Western governors, legislaturescandties associations. The goal is to
productively engage western municipalities in stivkey Western issues, and to develop a more
regional approach to solving national and globsuiés, such as U.S. energy independence.

The WMA should continue to work with the Westerrv@mors Association (WGA) to improve
the "Western Interconnection” electric grid to méke U.S. more energy independent and to
have the ability to tap the best new alternativergynresources. The WMA should also consider
partnering with the WGA and other Western governnassociations.

Getting the Most From the American Recovery and Reivestment Act of 2009

Also at the March 16 WMA meeting, Kyra Ross, Ledgfiste Representative for the California
League of Cities, presented "City Energy Funding@tunities” from the federal stimulus bill.

Energy related programs available to cities are:

Clean Renewable Energy Bonds - $1.6 Billion

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Researchieldpment, Demonstration, and
Deployment -$2.5 Billion

Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability - $4illion

Clean Cities Diesel Reduction Program - $300 millio

Weatherization Assistance - $5 Billion

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant8-2Billion

Assisted Housing Stability and Energy and GreemdRetn $2.25 Billion

The energy funding handout is part diandbook developed by the League of California Ciéis
(LCC) to help municipal leaders access all of therpgrams available under the stimulus bill LCC
has graciously volunteered to share this excellantlbook with cities in other states and postslaegu
updates to its handbook online fatttp://www.cacities.org/federalstimulus
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Each page shows:

The name of the program and available funding

A brief overview of the program

Special factors - program provisions and eligipitiéquirements
How to access funding

Contact information.
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The following article appeared in the March 200%ied of WESTERN CITY, the monthly publication
of the League of California Cities.

Throughout California, local officials make
planning and land use decisions every week that
affect their communities. They consider such issue
as: Can downtown be revitalized by providing a mix
of commercial, retail, and residential uses? Sthaul
new townhome project be approved to replace a
group of old industrial warehouses? How can straatl sidewalks be designed in a new residential
neighborhood to make it safer for people to walki&e to school, work, and stores?

While these land use decisions affect the physieaelopment of communities, they can also
profoundly impact the health of people who live avatk there.

Studies conducted by the Centers for Disease Qantbothers have correlated the long-term
decline in healthy eating habits and physical @gtiwith rising rates of obesity, diabetes, heasedse,
asthma, and other health issues. A growing bodyiofence points to development practices and land
use patterns as a major contributing factor in mngsses, particularly when such practices antepzs
discourage physical activity, restrict access talthg foods and disproportionately expose neighbods
to environmental pollutants that exacerbate headtititions, such as asthma.

With the link between land use and public healdadly established, city officials have turned their
attention to developing broad policies and gengrategies to improve community design and building
practices and reverse the negative trends relatphysical inactivity, unhealthy eating and environ
mental hazards. Efforts to educate policy-makbéesmedia, and the public about the problems and
potential solutions are beginning to take rootam@sefforts to bridge the professional and ingtihal
barriers between the public health and planningdesign professions.

At the 2006 League of California Cities (LCC) Anh@onference, city officials passed a resolution
directing LCC'’s Institute for Local Government (I).@ work with the LCC to develop resources to help
local officials promote health within their commties. In response, ILG recently launched a neiepto
titled Health and the Built Environmerfunded through a generous grant from The CaligoEmdowment.

To assist city officials, the Health and the B&ittvironment project provides:

An online Healthy Communities center on the ILG gigb (atwww.ca-ilg.org/healthycommunitigs
with information and links to resources provideddxperts and partner organizations;
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A Guide to Health and the Built Environment for igests and Local Officialssurrently being
developed as part of ILG's new series of publicetion the basics of land use and planning; and

Active support of the League's Healthy Eating, ¥etiiving (HEAL) campaign in partnership
with the California Center for Public Health Advagaand the Cities, Counties, and Schools

(CCS) Partnership.

In addition, at this year's League of Californizi€d Annual Conference in San Jose, ILG will htst i
annual luncheon symposium on Sept. 17. A presentah Health and the Built Environment will be
followed by a panel discussion of leading expents ity officials involved in the healthy commuesi

movement.

For more information on what cities can do or targhstories about what cities and towns are doing
to promote better health in your community, vibi institute for Local Government websiteratw.ca-

ilg.org/healthycommunities

Former CHFA Executive Director and CE(
Dave Herlinger; former CML Executive
DirectorKen Bueche current CHFA
Executive Director and CERQoy
Alexander; and CML Board President and
Denver Councilmembéddoug Linkhart
celebrate the purchase of the CML buildin

Photo by Traci Stoffel.

0.

Earlier this year, the Colorado Municipal League
(CML) Executive Board approved the early payoftrod
building’'s mortgage. The loan, financed by thedCadio
Housing and Financing Authority (CHFA), was sigridd
years ago by then CML Executive Director Ken Bueche

CHFA Executive Director and CEO Roy Alexander,
along with several CHFA board members and formet.CM
board and staff members, joined the current CMLrdbead
staff in a celebratory lunch during the Januray&8rd
meeting. To honor this occasion, CML made a donati
CHFA'’s name to Habitat for Humanity of Colorado to
recognize CHFA’s commitment to increasing the avail
ability of affordable, decent, and accessible hayi$or
lower-income Coloradans.

Paying off this mortgage early will save the Cotlra
Municipal League more than $270,000 in intereseasps
that would have accrued over the remaining ninesyet
the loan. The building payoff was primarily funded
through a capital reserve fund set up by Ken Bueche
Current CML Executive Director Sam Mamet shares,
“There is a reason this building is named after.K&n
was his guiding hand and prudent fiscal managenadorig
with wonderful League board members and other,staff
which allowed us to accomplish this.”
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The following article appeared in the January/Fedmy 2009 edition 0QUALITY CITIES, the bi-
monthly publication of the Florida League of Citi&sc.

by Sharon G. Berrian

The Florida League of Cities has
joined with former Florida Gov. and
U.S. Sen. Bob Graham and former U.S.
Rep. Lou Frey to deliver a significant
donation to promote civics education in
Florida schools and communities.

Wellington Vice Mayor and Florida
League of Cities President Carmine
Priore, who has made support for civics
education one of his top priorities as
League president, delivered a donation

of $25,000 to the Florida Joint Center
Left to right: Tallahassee Maydohn Marks, FLC first vice for Citizenship. The check was
president; Hallandale Maydoy Cooper, FLC second vice )
president; former U.S. SeBob Graham; Doug Dobson presented in November during the
executive director of the Lou Frey Institute; Wadjton Vice League’s Legislative Conference in
Mayor Carmine Priore, FLC president; and former U.S. Rep. Orlando
Lou Frey gather for the check presentation. '

The center, charged with
strengthening civic education in Florida, is a jgartnership between the Lou Frey Institute oftRsl

and Government at the University of Central Floada the Bob Graham Center for Public Serviceat th
University of Florida.

“Our founding fathers believed that the study andarstanding of our government should be at the
core of every American’s education,” Priore sdid.better-informed citizenry would promote civility
and ethics in government and hold leaders accolentalproduce better governance. As city leaders, i
our responsibility to support this effort.”

Priore described the push for civics educationitadiyneeded to combat a lack of basic knowledge
about the nation’s political values and historyt thaeatens the democratic foundation of government
For example:

Recent polls show that 40 percent of Florida adzdtnot explain the separation of powers or
name the three branches of government, and 67rgestAmericans cannot name one of their
U.S. senators.

In a national survey of high school students bykthght Foundation, one-half of students
believed the government could censor the Intearet,more than one-third think the First
Amendment goes too far in the rights it guarantees.

“We must return the teaching of civics to our palsichools and train students to be active partitgpa

15



in our political process,” Graham said. “With tleadlership of the League and President Priore, We wi

encourage a return to the American tradition thartring the skills of citizenship is at the coredfication,
and that core should prepare our young citizete tparticipants in the governments which will meféect

their lives: cities and towns, counties, and disschool boards.”

The grant from the League will pay to support tesi¢haining, the development of learning materials
on local government, and direct involvement of etutd in local civic affairs through mentorships,
internships and other hands-on experiences.

“We are excited about the opportunity to partnehwAresident Priore and the Florida League of
Cities in this important effort,” Frey said. “Ldgaublic officials are a vast reservoir of knowledgbout
how things actually work in Florida. Connectingthwith our schools will help students develop the
skills that they need to have a real impact inrtbemmunities.”

The League’s contribution to the Florida Joint @erfior Citizenship is only one part of Priore’s
program to encourage civic education during hisiteras League president. The League will make
civics resources and materials available to teacltemmunity leaders, and civic groups. It alslb wi
help cities work with residents to promote publiggagement and civility, to improve ethics awareness
and compliance among local officials, and to depality-specific civics materials to share in local
communities.

“James Madison wrote that ‘knowledge will forevergrn ignorance,” and that the American people
must arm themselves with knowledge in order taaadheir own governors,” Priore said. “As we
educate all generations of Americans, we must ertfigr preservation of our republic with that same
fervor for knowledge that was passed down to us fifee first generation of Americans.”

Examples of civics activities that will result fraime League initiative include:

City-sponsored open houses and tours of municguditfes;

Online public resources for use in classroomsgcaliibs and other organizations;
Advisory boards that provide residents’ input tty ciouncils;

Citizen academies that educate about city goverhamhservices; and

Youth councils that engage young people and seethymices on city issues.

“City officials and employees must agree to beasveachers in classrooms, in city halls, and m ou
communities,” Priore said. “We will all benefitiifiore citizens understand what services citiesigegv
how we pay for those services, and how all citizzars make a difference in their city’s quality ibé [’

To find out more about Florida League of Citiesdrtent Priore’s civics initiative and to see a wde
clip of the check presentation, visit the Leagi#'asb site atvww.flcities.comand click on the “Civic
Education” link under the “Services” menu.

Sharon G. Berrian is the Associate Director of Reliffairs for the Florida League of Cities. Shanc
be reached asberrian@flcities.comor through the Florida League’s main number &{3222-9684.

16



By Matthew G. Feher, Senior Legislative Analyst, Masachusetts Municipal Association

The following article appeared in the March 200%ied of The Beaconthe monthly publication of the
Massachusetts Municipal Association (MMA).

The MMA has filed a friend-of-the-court brief in
support of the Wayland, MA School Committee’s
decision to enter into executive session to evalthet
performance of its school superintendent.

The MMA argued that the case illustrates a longditag conflict between the State of Massachusetts’
public records law and open meeting law. Whilephblic records law protects written evaluations of
such reviews, many district attorneys have intégor¢he open meeting law as requiring evaluatidns o
any official appointed by a multi-member board éodonducted in open session.

In the Wayland case, the Middlesex County Attoreeyffice determined that the School Committee
had violated the open meeting law, but the Sup&airrt disagreed. The District Attorney’s Office
appealed the Superior Court ruling last fall.

In late February 2009, the Supreme Judicial Caunbanced that it had taken the case on its own
accord.

In its brief, the MMA argued that the district atiey’s reading of the open meeting law is
unnecessarily narrow. The MMA asserts that thezether methods of conducting superintendent
evaluations that would comply with the open meelavgwhile also enabling a degree of privacy that t
statutes provide for all other public employees.

The Massachusetts Association of School Superist@gsdind the Massachusetts Association of School
Committees are also filing friend-of-the court fsie

1% 1 4
+>

The following article appears on the websitev(v.pti.org of Public Technology Institute.

During these tough economic times, the need for
local government officials to come together, tamea
from technology leaders and to share their innova-
tive ideas and creative energy is more importaam th
ever before!

The focus of PTI's 2009 Technology Solutions antblations Conference Expo@ties &
Counties: Striving and Thriving When Times are Tougwill be held on May 12-14 at the Sheraton
San Diego Hotel and Marina in San Diego, Californide program features educational sessions and
activities that focus on solutions, leading praegicand the skills necessary to survive and spur
innovation.
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Workshops will be tailored around two trackeadership/Professional DevelopmeamdEffective
Practices and Strategies.

Jurisdictions of all sizes will gain insight fromslsons learned in IT, GIS, Public Safety, Sustain-
ability, Transportation, Web Management/E-Governnagd more. At the conference exposition,
attendees can see the latest solutions designdldeftmcal government marketplace. A select nurober
technology companies will showcase their solutidesigned for local governments.

The conference program provides ample opporturfibieattendees to connect with colleagues from
around the country.

PTI Research Councils and Forums will meet on Tuesy, May 12. Council and Forum
meetings are for jurisdiction members only.

On May 14, winners of the annual Technology Sohgioompetition will be recognized, along with
winners from the first Corporate Partners Recognitrogram during a luncheon.

For more information on the conference, visit thié Website atvww.pti.org
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By Pamela M. Prah, Stateline.org Staff Writer

With a record 12.5 million Americans on the uneryptent line
and state budgets bleeding billions of dollarmjight seem politically
suicidal that a group of Republican governors wawdeht to walk away
from their states’ full share of the federal stimaipackage.

But some experts say these governors’ actions sekee
politically. They say some are sticking to longreting views of
limited government and lower taxes. They say atheoking to future
elections, are burnishing their reputations asfisonservatives at a time when the GOP is seaydbin
new national leadership.

Bruce Ransom, political science professor at Clensaiversity, cites South Carolina Gov. Mark
Sanford, head of the Republican Governors Assotiafis a case in point. Sanford lobbied agaimst th
stimulus bill while many of his colleagues were achting it.

“As the Republican Party tries to figure out whiergoes in the future, given losses in the 2006
midterm elections and the 2008 presidential elaci@ov. Sanford offers a ship for the party to dtan
in terms of sticking to its core Republican valaesl principles,” Ransom said

Other experts warn that refusing stimulus moneydbackfire with voters who see their federal
dollars left on the table. Some state legislateven conservative Republicans, are considerinoking
a provision in the stimulus law that was desigreedliow states to get funds that a governor rejects

Sanford, who famously brought pigs to the statétobip protest pork spending by his fellow
Republicans, was the only governor to ask the WHidase to allow his state to use $700 million in
federal stimulus money to pay down the debt, ratien spend it on education and other social sesvic
“If we're going to spend money we don't have at fib@eral level, it becomes all the more importhiat t
our state balance sheet is in good order — paatiguf this is a protracted downturn,” the govermoote
in a March 21-22 editorial in th&/all Street Journal “But many people do not realize that the stirsulu
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money runs out in 24 months — at which point Saaholina will be forced to find a new source of
funding to sustain the new level of spending, ameke sharp cuts,” he wrote.

Even before the Obama administration rejected $disfproposal, the Democratic National
Committee launched a TV ad criticizing Sanford“f@aying politics” with the stimulus money.
In Alaska, some see presidential politics playingla in Republican Gov. Sarah Palin’s positiotuim
back some 30 percent of the federal stimulus aliiotb her state, including for education, energy
assistance, and other social services. “We wanlidund by federal strings in exchange for dollags,
will we dig ourselves a deeper hole in two yeargmthese federal funds are gone,” the former
Republican vice presidential candidate said in acid9 statement.

Carl Shepro, political science professor at thevehsity of Alaska in Anchorage, said Palin “is like
lot of other Republican governors who want to ma&iman ideological position of a fiscal conservafiv
but he also said Palin is establishing herseltfpossible run in 2012. As mayor of the small tain
Wasilla from 1996-2002, Palin had no problem spegdéderal dollars, Shepro said, and while running
for governor in 2006, Palin supported federal fugdior the infamous “Bridge to Nowhere.”

He also warned about backlash over the stimuluseshogjection: “There are some pretty conserva-
tive Republicans in the Legislature and there’sa@gnition, particularly with the education monghat
it doesn’t make sense to reject it.” Alaska Sg&geate President Gary Stevens, a Republican from
Kodiak, said he's especially interested in the @iismmoney that would go for special education and
schooling for disadvantaged childrdiihe Anchorage Daily Newsported.

Anchorage Republican Rep. Mike Hawker, who is legdhe House effort on the stimulus as co-
chairman of the finance committee, said, "I thihkhe end of the day we will end up taking mosthef
funds."

While Sanford and Palin are unusual in stakingpmsitions against taking federal dollars for
education and energy, a more common concern amepgtRcans is the package’s $7 billion fund to
expand unemployment benefits to a half-million mpeeple, including part-time workers. The decision
by Gov. Rick Perry of Texas to reject $555 milliarfederal stimulus money that would expand state
unemployment benefits to part-time workers is alyel@dder for his re-election bid in 2010.

U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson, who is expectechiallenge Perry for the GOP nomination,
chided Perry for rejecting the money. “A leademdobe taking time to look at all aspects and c@min
up with a better solution,” she said, accordimd he Dallas Morning News'l would hope he is looking
for innovative ways not to dock the taxpayers atdswith $555 million turned down.”

Insiders say Perry could score points by paintingsklf as anti-Washington. “If Washington really
wanted to help and respect our rights as a stadg would send dollars from the Federal Unemploymen
Account with no strings attached, like they di®D02,” Perry said when he announced he was regectin
the funds. “Instead, Washington is using thistobilforce our legislators to enact policies thaythave
repeatedly rejected as wrong for Texas.”

Meanwhile in Nevada, Gov. Jim Gibbons, beleagubyepolitical scandals and the largest budget
deficit of any state, exceeding 38 percent of @sagal fund budget, might get a boost politicalty b
initially refusing the strings attached to the fied@inemployment money.

While Gibbons retreated March 25 and accepteddtierl dollars, the debate “might actually help
[Gibbons] with the most conservative base,” said Berzik, chair, of the political science departrat
the University of Nevada in Reno. "This populitti-Washington, anti-big government works well in
Nevada.”
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Other Republican governors who have raised sirndacerns that extending unemployment benefits
to part-time workers would bankrupt the state’smpyment trust and lead to higher business taxes
when the federal dollars dry up include Bob Rilétabama, C.L. “Butch” Otter of Idaho, Tim
Pawlenty of Minnesota, Haley Barbour of Mississj@pid Bobby Jindal of Louisiana.

A recent Congressional report raises questionsheh&ongress overstepped its bounds by allowing
state legislatures to essentially override a gaugsnejection of federal stimulus dollars and gpiolr it
on their own. “Although the language ... is largaipbiguous, it does not appear likely that it was
intended to significantly reallocate powers betwaestate legislature and a state executive bratiod,”
Congressional Research Service wrote in its nigg-paport to Congress.

States and observers say the report probably naises questions than it answers. The report lacks a
“definitive answer,” said Nick Johnson, a statedisexpert for the Center on Budget and Policies

Priorities, a Washington, D.C., group that focusegolicies that affect the poor. “Ultimately alge
would have to decide,” he said.
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