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1.   Friday General Session Speaker and Topics for Concurrent Sessions in Research and Meeting Planning 

Set for 2009 State League Staff Workshop 
2. NLC’s Public Finance Consortium Meets in Washington, D.C.  
3.    Early Bird Registration Now Open for 2009 National Summit on Your City’s Families 
4.    NLC Policy Steering Committees’ Spring 2009 Meeting Schedule and Issues 
5.    State League Activities During 2009 Congressional City Conference 
6.    Ernest A. “Ernie” Mosher, Longtime League Director in Kansas, Passes Away 
7.    WMA Brainstorm Results from Meeting in Washington, D.C. 
8.  California League Sees the Connection between Health and the Built Environment 
9.    Colorado Municipal League Pays Off Its Mortgage 
10   Florida League Makes $25,000 Donation to Florida Joint Center for Citizenship 
11.  Massachusetts Municipal Association Files Brief in Open Meeting Law Case 
12.  PTI’s Technology Solutions and Innovations Conference Expo 
13.  Rejecting Stimulus Funds: Pros and Cons? 
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The program agenda for the 2009 NLC State League Staff Workshop is on track and coming together 
with timely concurrent sessions in research and meeting/convention planning and a highly-regarded 
General Session speaker for Friday morning, July 17.  This year’s staff workshop will be held in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky on July 15-18 at the Galt House Hotel and Suites, situated on the banks of the Ohio River.     

Sylvia L. Lovely, Executive Director/CEO of the Kentucky League of 
Cities (KLC), Inc. and President of the NewCities Institute, will address staff 
workshop attendees at Friday morning’s General Session on the topic of “Finding 
Your Passion.”  State league and NLC staff are in very demanding, time-consum- 
ing jobs in member-driven organizations.  When much of what you do and work 
on is examined and scrutinized on a regular basis by colleagues, supervisors, and 
members; when you are running from one meeting to another and trying to meet 
work deadlines; and when there is just not enough time in the day to “sit back and 
smell the roses,” what can you do to be enthusiastic, creative, and passionate 
while having a real life?   Very often, finding your true passion is not as simple as it seems, whether you 
have been with an organization for less than one year or for more than 31 years.  Ms. Lovely, KLC 
Executive Director/CEO for nearly 20 years, will challenge your thinking, sharing personal insights to 
ignite the passion in you!  
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Sylvia Lovely has been actively involved with cities since 1988, when she started as a staff attorney 
with KLC.  Since 1990, she has been KLC Executive Director and CEO.  Her commitment to the well- 
being and safety of cities and the people that call them home was also shown in her work as interim Exec- 
utive Director of Kentucky’s Office of Drug Control Policy.  She currently serves the on the board of the 
National League of Cities and as chair of the Morehead State Board of Regents.  

In addition to her work at KLC, Ms. Lovely is also President of the NewCities Institute, a national 
nonprofit organization that encourages citizens to get involved in helping their communities thrive in the 
rapid technological change and global challenges of the 21st century.  Her passion for civic engagement 
began long before she graduated from law school.  Now Ms. Lovely speaks and instructs across the 
country, encouraging citizens to take similar action in building the kind of world and future they seek.  

Ms. Lovely wants to know what people think about issues in their communities, so she blogs at 
http://sylvia.newcities.org/ and is also linked by other sites, including that of Joel Kotkin, a noted futurist, 
at New Geography (www.newgeography.com), as well as with the popular www.Politico.com website, 
the nation's leading web and print publication devoted exclusively to politics and policy.  Sylvia Lovely 
believes in the power of people, no matter who they are or where they live. She inspires others with this 
simple but powerful message: Ideas that transform the world can begin locally with people who care. 

Ms. Lovely is a regular contributor to newspapers and publications and a featured commentator on 
various TV and radio programs.  She has appeared on the “Lou Dobbs Tonight” show on CNN, offering 
solutions to increase voter participation, and is a regular contributor to National Public Radio. 

Her passion for civic engagement has led to numerous awards and recognitions. She was named one of 
Kentucky’s Top Women of Influence, Communicator of the Year, and Appalachian Woman of the Year.  
In 2006, she was awarded Kentucky’s highest honor for public service, the Vic Hellard Award.  Ms. 
Lovely currently serves on numerous boards and commissions and is a sought after opinion leader in 
Kentucky, nationally, and abroad. 

Topics for Concurrent Sessions in Research and in Meeting/Convention Planning 

Topics for concurrent sessions and discussions are taking shape for the staff workshop.  The two and 
one-half day workshop serves as a valuable learning and networking opportunity for state league staff at all 
levels and offers a mix of presentations and roundtable discussions on state league programs and activities 
that are designed to meet the professional development needs of staff engaged in all areas of state league 
work, including advocacy and legislative relations, communications and publications, information 
technology, member services, and research.  

Staff from state league risk pools have also attended previous workshops, and are encouraged to attend 
this year.    

Concurrent session topics that are being developed for state league research staff include:  

1.  State League Research: Tools of the Trade 
The term research is defined as the collection of information about a particular topic.  More and more 
state leagues are employing staff to do research on a variety of topics for such purposes as advancing their 
league legislative goals and agendas, bringing important issues to the attention of the public, or assisting 
their leadership and members to articulate their leagues’ positions in several essential areas.  What are 
some of the more specific tools by which state leagues perform the research function?  When is it 
appropriate to survey a league’s membership?  How are questions in a survey designed?  These and other 
research topics, such as GIS (Geographic Information Systems) and long-range major research projects,  
will be discussed in this session.         
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2. Presenting your League’s Research Results in the Most Effective Way    
Articulating the results of a state league’s research efforts on a particularly important issue can be critical 
to advancing the league’s objectives.  What is the most effective way to present those results?  Is it 
dependent on a specific situation?  Does the media play a role, and, if so, how should the league’s 
communications department be put to use in this effort?  Should the league’s executive director and/or 
president and officers be involved in presenting or highlighting the results of important research?  Join a 
thought-provoking and lively discussion on this issue.       
 

3. Web-Based Research 
More and more researching of issues that are important to state leagues is beginning to take place on the 
Internet.  Besides the well-known search engine, Google, are there other search engines on the web that 
can assist league staff in its collection of information on critical league issues?  Are there any trends and 
resources in web-based research that leagues should be aware of?  Should league researchers have to 
verify or authenticate the information that they find on the web, and are there legal issues involved in 
doing so?  This session will be focusing on these challenges. 
 

4. Document Management: The Key to Organizational Productivity  
The management and organization of a league’s documents can be critical to the overall success of the 
league’s operations and in keeping down expenses.  Many organizations have document collections that 
contain much redundancy and duplicate content, which makes for more expense.  This could mean that 
the organization is updating the same content multiple times, thus running the risk of errors creeping in.  
Also, staff can spend up to several hours each day looking for information.  When critical information is 
trapped in files and in paper, productivity and performance are affected, impairing an organization’s 
ability to achieve its goals.  What can your league do to slash document maintenance and scanning costs?  
How can your league better organize and more rapidly retrieve vital information?  This is a crucial 
session if you are interested in decreasing league expenses.       
  

5.  Inspiring your membership to become place makers 
Investing in communities is an important element of any long-term economic development strategy.  
Research continues to show that "place" matters more than ever as an increasingly mobile workforce 
seeks a place to live first and a job second.  Local officials play a primary role in setting forth policies that 
can help to achieve community sustainability and improve quality of life as it relates to creating places 
that are attractive to live, work, learn, and play.  Capacity building of local officials and community lead- 
ers in this effort is of keen interest to the Michigan Municipal League (MML) and its members.  Over the 
course of the past year and a half, through MML’s Public Policy forums, research, and education, the 
League identified eight essential assets necessary for communities to be vibrant, thriving, and sustainable 
places to live.  Hear how MML is translating its public policies into an action plan for a more prosperous 
Michigan.  

 

Concurrent session topics for meeting and convention planning at the staff workshop are: 
 

1.  Doing Green State League Meetings and Conventions Affordably  
A green meeting or event is designed to incorporate environmental considerations in order to minimize 
the meeting’s negative impact on the environment.  Reducing the environmental footprint of a meeting or 
convention involves balancing environmental, economic, and community goals in all stages of the meet- 
ing process, including design, planning, implementation, and evaluation.  Green meeting planners today 
are thinking about such things as air quality, energy efficiency, water conservation, and waste manage- 
ment.  But planning and executing a green meeting is not just about being environmentally responsible; 
economic benefits and savings can accrue to the event organizer.  Attend this session to learn about best 
practices in putting together and holding a green meeting, event, or convention.            
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2. The Process of Site Selection for Your League Conference and Other Meetings 
In evaluating your league’s conference and meeting site selection process, what are the general criteria that 
should be used in order to make sure that hotels and conference centers under consideration are the right fit 
for the event?  How should Requests for Proposals (RFPs) be shaped and written to ensure that your league 
will get the type of facility that it needs for a major event or annual conference?  Discussion will focus on the 
elements of general meeting policies and the components of an RFP.  Site selection and the RFP are the first 
critical steps toward the achievement of a conference or meeting that is productive and enjoyable for all 
meeting attendees and league staff.  

 
3. The Nuts and Bolts of Negotiating Hotel and Meeting Location Contracts   

Most member municipalities in several leagues are very small towns and villages with very limited 
training budgets.  Therefore, it is important to negotiate hotel contracts for the best possible government 
room rates, as well as for food and beverage costs and room rental.  This assists in keeping meeting 
registration fees from rising, thus making it more affordable for the officials of small municipalities to 
attend meetings and conferences.  Learn from an experienced meeting planner how to be creative with 
attrition clauses, how to effectively communicate with hotels and conference centers, and, overall, how to 
negotiate contracts that will benefit your league and your league’s meeting participants.               
 

4. Distance Learning for State League Training Workshops 
Distance Learning is a field of education and training that focuses on the strategies of instruction and 
learning, the technology, and the instructional systems designs that aim to deliver training to students who 
are not physically “on site.”  More and more leagues are trying to determine if there are realistic alterna- 
ives to the traditional training workshop (at which all registrants are on site) by exploring the concept of 
distance learning.  Can distance learning work for the type of training programs that leagues offer to their 
members?  Are there other organizations that leagues may have to collaborate with in order to offer 
videoconferencing, interactive television, or online training to member municipal officials?  Put your 
head together with other state league meeting planners and communicators to find out more about 
distance learning and its benefits. 
 

5. Best Practices for Innovative Cost Cutting Tools for Your League Convention and Meetings 
In these challenging times of financial prudence and belt tightening, state leagues have been looking for 
ways to reduce costs, particularly with regard to the costs associated with holding annual conventions, 
other meetings, and training workshops.  What creative and “out-of-the-box” steps can meeting and 
convention planners take to better leverage resources in order to control increasing costs and reduce the 
expenses of conferences and events – such as food and beverage costs and room rental?  What is involved 
in determining and identifying where excessive meeting expenses might be trimmed?  For the budget-
conscious, this session is a must and an opportunity to share best practices on how to trim meeting and 
conference costs. 
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Bill Hamilton  of the Kentucky League of Cities, 
PFC Chair for 2009-2011, and Jeannie Garner 
of the Florida League of Cities, , PFC Chair for 

2007-2009 
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NLC’s two year-old Public Finance Consortium 
(PFC) met in Washington, D.C. at the conclusion of 
NLC’s 2009 Congressional City Conference.  Jeannie 
Garner, Director of Financial Services at the Florida 
League of Cities, Inc., presided at the meeting as PFC 
Chair before handing over the gavel for the next two 
years to Bill Hamilton, Executive Pool Administrator/ 
Chief Insurance Services Officer at the Kentucky 
League of Cities, Inc. 

Representatives from the six of the seven PFC state 
league bond pool members were in attendance, as were 
representatives from four other state municipal leagues. 

Susan Gaffney, Director of the Government Finance 
Officers Association’s (GFOA) Federal Liaison Center, 
provided an overview on federal legislative and regula- 

tory developments affecting bond pools and tax-exempt bonds.  In particular, she discussed the tax-exempt 
bond provisions in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which both houses of Congress passed 
in mid February.  

Cathy Spain, Director of NLC’s Center for Member Programs, and Bob Inzer, Clerk of the Court in 
Leon County, Florida and Chair of NLC’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Municipal Credit Enhancement, 
provided an update on recent meetings with rating agencies, Treasury Department officials, and profes- 
sionals in the municipal bond market on a proposal to create a new mutual insurance company that would 
insure new, fixed rate general obligation bonds of cities, counties, and school districts and revenue bonds 
sold to finance essential governmental services, such as water and sewer facilities.  They also discussed the 
need for a liquidity provider.  PFC members voted to write a letter to NLC Executive Director Don Borut 
in support of NLC’s Blue Ribbon Commission proposal to create a mutual credit enhancement company. 

  Peg Henry, Associate General Counsel at the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board (MSRB), 
described the work and mission of the MSRB, which is a self-regulatory organization for broker-dealers 
and bank dealers in the municipal market; its recent initiatives in market leadership and transparency and 
market efficiency; and its Electronic Municipal Market Access System (EMMA), which is a comprehen- 
sive, centralized online source for free access to official statements, advance refunding documents, and 
real-time trade price information on municipal securities.  Subsequent to the meeting, she provided NLC 
staff with an article on changes to municipal bond disclosure practices and encouraged PFC members to 
use the article in their state league publications.  The sample article can be obtained from Scott Morris by 
contacting him at morris@nlc.org.  

Mitch Rapaport, Partner at Nixon Peabody, LLP, also focused on various provisions of the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  He stressed that municipal finance provisions apply only in 
2009 and 2010.  He added that the Act increases the small issuer exception to $30 million from $10 
million and provides new incentives for banks to purchase all types of bonds.  He described a new taxable 
bond option, Build America Bonds; a new category of tax-exempt private activity bonds, Recovery Zone  
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Bonds; and a new category of tax credit bonds, Qualified School Construction bonds.  Other provisions of 
the Act that he discussed included increases in new clean energy bond limits and qualified energy 
conservation bond limits and an expansion of the definition of industrial revenue bonds to include 
facilities used for the manufacturing, creation, or production of intangible property. 

Michael Decker, Co-Executive Officer of the Regional Bond Dealers Association, talked about the 
prospects for fundamental changes to the nation’s financial regulatory structure, what may be in store for 
the municipal market, and how this could affect issuers, bond pools, and other market participants.     

Greg Cochran, President of the Alabama Municipal Funding Corporation (AMFund) and Director of 
Intergovernmental Relations at the Alabama League of Municipalities, described what has been happen- 
ing at AMFund during its three years of existence and the bond offerings it has made to its member 
municipalities.  The AMFund is the newest bond pool among the PFC membership, but is one of the 
original members of the PFC.  He added that AMFund is currently working with the Alabama Securities 
Commission on an inquiry from a private sector investment banker and his bond attorney.  AMFund has 
serious questions on the Alabama Securities Commission’s jurisdiction of their program, but are choosing 
to cooperate unless the inquiry becomes confrontational or hostile. 

Subsequent to the meeting, several follow-up activities will be pursued during the next few months.  
Staff will work with PFC members to develop an agenda for the PFC’s next meeting in October in New 
Orleans, LA on Oct. 21.  In addition, PFC members approved of inviting representatives of state bond 
banks to the meeting.  In addition, they approved inviting elected officials, who have public finance 
backgrounds, to attend and participate in future NLC-PFC informational/training meetings on a fee basis. 

For questions about the recent meeting in Washington or about NLC’s Public Finance Consortium, 
please contact Scott Morris at morris@nlc.org.  
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Municipal leaders and state municipal league staff can now 
register for the 2009 National Summit on Your City’s Families, 
which will take place October 11-13, 2009 at the Westin Boston 
Waterfront Hotel in Boston, Mass.  The Summit is the nation’s 
largest gathering of municipal leaders working to improve the lives 
of children, youth, and families in their communities.  In 2007, 
nearly 450 mayors, councilmembers, senior municipal staff, and 
school and community partners from over 150 cities across the 

nation participated in this biennial event.  To register online, visit www.nlc.org/iyef.   

The 2009 Summit’s high-quality training sessions and workshops will feature cutting-edge city 
innovations and strategies for helping struggling families cope with the economic crisis.  Attendees will 
gain access to unique and valuable learning and peer networking opportunities, hear from exciting 
keynote speakers, participate in site visits to innovative Boston programs, and continue to build a 
national, city-led movement to strengthen families. 

Significant discounts are available to participants who register before July 17.  With an early bird rate 
of only $395, the Summit remains one of the best bargains for city leaders from NLC member cities and 
their community partners.  By assembling a team of municipal and other community leaders to establish 
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plans or advance priorities, communities will be able to make the most out of the 2009 Summit’s oppor- 
tunities. For more information, contact Sharie Wood at wood@nlc.org, or at (202) 626-3087.   
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NLC’s seven policy and advocacy committees have developed the following list of top issues for their 
respective steering committees to consider and explore in-depth this year.  Below is the schedule and 
location of each of the steering committee meetings within the next few months and the issues they will 
each be considering.   

 

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (CED) 
�

May 7-9 Savannah, Georgia 
 

Issues:   Economic recovery initiatives 
Regional collaboration for economic development 
Local job growth through innovation 
�

ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES (EENR) 
�

April 17-18  Portland, Oregon 
 

Issues:   Product stewardship and waste reduction 
Climate change mitigation and adaptation 
Water supply planning 

   Sustainability initiatives  
 
FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELAT IONS (FAIR) 

 
June 4-6  Waco, Texas 
 

Issues:   Transportation funding and fuel taxes 
Federal tax reform initiatives 
Access to and collection of sales taxes (including Internet sales) 
 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT (HD) 
 

May 28-30   Louisville, Kentucky 

Issues:   Teen pregnancy prevention 
The Workforce Investment Act 
Steps cities can take to assist veterans living in and returning to  
communities 

 
INFORMATION TECNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATIONS (ITC) 

 
June 11-13  Nashville-Davidson, Tennessee 
 

Issues:    Expanded access to broadband 
Application of technology to government efficiency, especially in areas such as 
healthcare 
Economic recovery initiatives�
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WHEN: Wednesday, July 15 -- Saturday, July 18 

WHERE: The Galt House Hotel & Suites 
140 North Fourth Street 

Louisville, Kentucky 
 

NLC ROOM BLOCK EXPIRES: Sunday, June 7 at Noon 
 

WORKSHOP REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Monday, June 8 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIME PREVENTION (PSCP) 
 

June 4-6  West Palm Beach, FL 
 

Issues: Building regional and intergovernmental partnerships for public safety 
efforts, including examining Fusion Centers 
Creation of a PSCP  working group focusing on the Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act 

 Monitoring drug issues and related problems effecting cities throughout 
 the country 

 
TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES (TIS) 

 
May 27-30  Riviera Beach, Florida 
 
Issues:   Transportation and land use decisions 

Federal surface transportation funding 
Passenger and freight rail 

 
For more information, please contact NLC Policy Manager Ken Rosenfeld at rosenfeld@nlc.org, or at 

(202) 626-3194. 
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NLC held its annual Congressional City Conference in Washington, D.C. on March 14-18 at a new 
venue, the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel. Pictured below are scenes from state league activities at the 
2009 Congressional City Conference. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L-R at State League Executive Directors and Staff 
Reception on Sunday Evening, March 15: League 

Directors Scott Hancock (Maryland), Sam Mamet 
(Colorado), and Ellis Hankins (North Carolina) with 
Carolyn Berndt (NLC Senior Legislative Counsel) 

L-R in State Municipal League Staff Headquarters: 
League Directors George Wright (Delaware), Alan 

Kemp (Iowa), and Matt Greller  (Indiana) 

L-R at the State League Presidents and Executive Directors 
Luncheon: Tom Ed McHugh, Louisiana Municipal 
Association (LMA) Executive Director; Mayor Bill 

Robertson of Minden, Louisiana and LMA President; 
Mayor Connie Lawson of Richmond, Kentucky and 

Kentucky League of Cities (KLC) President; and Sylvia 
Lovely, KLC Executive Director/CEO 

David Agnew, Deputy Director of Intergovern-
mental Affairs at the White House, speaking at 

the State League Presidents and Executive 
Directors Luncheon  
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The following article appeared in the March 2009 edition of The Kansas Government Journal, the 
monthly publication of the League of Kansas Municipalities. 
�

Ernie Mosher, former Executive Director of the League of Kansas Municipali- 
ties (LKM), died March 11, 2009 at the age of 81.  He had a nationally recognized 
reputation as an authority on municipal government.  Mr. Mosher served as Kansas 
League Director from 1960 until his retirement in 1991.  Prior to his service in 
Kansas, he served as a research assistant at and Assistant Director of the League of 
Wisconsin Municipalities. 

During his time in Kansas, Mr. Mosher tirelessly advocated for local govern- 
ments at each Kansas legislative session and was Editor of the Kansas Government 
Journal.  One of his first challenges upon arrival was to work on the campaign for 

the passage of the Constitutional Home Rule Amendment.  In 1959, the Kansas Legislature approved the 
Home Rule Amendment and placed it on the General Election ballot in November of 1960.  Ernie arrived 
at the League in February of 1960 and went right to work convincing the voters of Kansas that passage of 
the Amendment was good public policy.  His efforts, along with those of many colleagues, paid off and 
the Constitutional Home Rule Amendment was approved on November 8, 1960 by a vote of 346,739 to 
270,820.  Throughout his life, Ernie continued to be an ardent supporter of Home Rule and the philoso- 
phy of governing through local control. 

Mr. Mosher also served in many governmental associations and bodies such as the Kansas Geological 
Survey, the Kansas Association of Regional Planning Commissions, the American Society of Public 
Administration, and three terms on the Board of Directors of the National League of Cities.  Even after 
his retirement in 1991, he continued his public work by serving several terms on the Topeka-Shawnee 
County Metropolitan Planning Commission.   

Mr. Mosher's long and storied experience was respected by his peers across the nation, as is reflected 
by numerous awards and other recognitions.  He had the honor of receiving numerous proclamations in 
recognition of his many years of public service, and particularly cherished a plaque from the National 
League of Cities noting his role as “the collective conscience and guiding presence of this organization.”  
In 1977, he received the National League of Cities John G. Stutz Award in recognition of his 25 years of 
service to municipal leagues.  On March 13, 2009, the LKM Governing Body renamed the annual award 
given by the organization to an outstanding local elected official as the “E.A. Mosher Excellence in Local 
Government Award.” 

Ernie was the son of Kenneth and Minnie Mosher of Richland County, Wisconsin.  He was a graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin and was a Volker Fellow in the graduate school of public affairs at Wayne 
State University.  He also made time for other contributions to his community.  He was a long-time 
member of the First Congregational Church, holding many leadership positions and spearheading the 
First Church Garden.  He stayed active in his retirement, with family and church responsibilities and his 
ongoing interest in research and writing.  His book, Mourning Covers: The Cultural and Postal History of 
Letters Edged in Black, received the 2004 literature award of the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society. 

  Among his many works Mr. Mosher once wrote, "My life's experience is that community, at least a  
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sense of community, is of both civil and human importance, that people need a sense of place and 
identity, of belonging to something that is bigger than they are."  No one who new Ernest A. Mosher has 
any doubt that he contributed greatly to the ability of many people to achieve that sense of community, 
and thereby enriched their lives. 

Memorial contributions to First Congregational Church or charity of your choice can be made in 
memory of Ernest A. Mosher. 
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           By Kevin Ritchie, Coordinator, Western Municipal Association 
 

Nearly 70 delegates attended the Western 
Municipal Association (WMA) meeting on March 16  
in conjunction with the National League of Cities 
Congressional City Conference in Washington, DC.  
The delegates developed ideas for the WMA Board to 
consider in crafting next year's work plan. 

The goal was to successfully “Speed Brainstorm” 
to get good ideas on the table quickly.  The delegates 
broke into eight groups and were given ten minutes 

each to discuss the following questions.  Each group reported its results.  The product of the "Speed 
Brainstorm" is listed below. 

 

"How should the WMA fit into the state municipal league policy process regarding western regional 
issues?" 

·  Annual meetings of state leagues can be used as a forum for issues; each state league can transmit 
issues to members through its individual state league policy/communication process. 

·  WMA should act as a clearinghouse and use state leagues for information dissemination. 

·  Create committees within WMA to work on issues, similar to state league policy committees.  

·  Create state league "focus groups" on issues. 

·  Create model resolutions and legislation as appropriate. 

·  More articles for state league newsletters.  

·  Send policy papers to state leagues. 

·  Use e-mail, Facebook, etc. for information dissemination.  Create a WMA "Facebook" page. 

·  WMA should link its webpage to state league websites and vice versa. 

·  Put WMA policies in policy formats most usable to state leagues. 

·  WMA should share information with leagues, but make sure the information is not partisan. 

·  WMA should work with state leagues to develop strong policy statements that all state leagues 
endorse. 

·  Continue to solicit issues from state leagues - issues that resonate with state leagues. 

·  Build a strong coalition of western state leagues. 
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"What issues should the WMA work on next year?" 

·  Continue working with Western Governors Association to develop WMA issues. 

·  Clean water 

·  Water sufficiency and related issues. 

·  Energy development 

·  Low income energy policy. 

·  Focus on renewable energy; preserve local control with transmission of all types of energy. 

·  Maintain and promote local control 

·  Transportation system improvements including rail (especially include connecting Alaska-lower 
48 states connections.) 

·  Federal lands issues 

·  Reduction of carbon footprint. 

·  Focus on water issues. 

Conclusion: 

The Speed Brainstorming session has given the WMA Board a good start on developing a work plan 
for the coming year that will be of value to the Western state municipal leagues. Here are two themes: 

·  The WMA should to continue to develop innovative two-way communication processes with the 
Western State Municipal Leagues to advance a Western Region municipal policy process to 
complement the Western governors, legislatures, and counties associations.  The goal is to 
productively engage western municipalities in solving key Western issues, and to develop a more 
regional approach to solving national and global issues, such as U.S. energy independence.  

·  The WMA should continue to work with the Western Governors Association (WGA) to improve 
the "Western Interconnection" electric grid to make the U.S. more energy independent and to 
have the ability to tap the best new alternative energy resources.  The WMA should also consider 
partnering with the WGA and other Western government associations. 

Getting the Most From the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 

Also at the March 16 WMA meeting, Kyra Ross, Legislative Representative for the California 
League of Cities, presented "City Energy Funding Opportunities" from the federal stimulus bill. 

Energy related programs available to cities are: 

·  Clean Renewable Energy Bonds - $1.6 Billion 

·  Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Research, Development, Demonstration, and 
Deployment -$2.5 Billion 

·  Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability - $4.5 Billion 

·  Clean Cities Diesel Reduction Program - $300 million 

·  Weatherization Assistance - $5 Billion 

·  Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants - $3.2 Billion 

·  Assisted Housing Stability and Energy and Green Retrofit -n $2.25 Billion 

The energy funding handout is part of a handbook developed by the League of California Cities 
(LCC) to help municipal leaders access all of the programs available under the stimulus bill.  LCC 
has graciously volunteered to share this excellent handbook with cities in other states and posts regular 
updates to its handbook online at: http://www.cacities.org/federalstimulus. 
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Each page shows: 

·  The name of the program and available funding 

·  A brief overview of the program 

·  Special factors - program provisions and eligibility requirements 

·  How to access funding  

·  Contact information. 
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The following article appeared in the March 2009 edition of WESTERN CITY, the monthly publication 
of the League of California Cities. 
 

Throughout California, local officials make 
planning and land use decisions every week that 
affect their communities.  They consider such issues 
as: Can downtown be revitalized by providing a mix 
of commercial, retail, and residential uses?  Should a 
new townhome project be approved to replace a 

group of old industrial warehouses?  How can streets and sidewalks be designed in a new residential 
neighborhood to make it safer for people to walk or bike to school, work, and stores?  

While these land use decisions affect the physical development of communities, they can also 
profoundly impact the health of people who live and work there.  

Studies conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and others have correlated the long-term 
decline in healthy eating habits and physical activity with rising rates of obesity, diabetes, heart disease, 
asthma, and other health issues.  A growing body of evidence points to development practices and land 
use patterns as a major contributing factor in many illnesses, particularly when such practices and patterns 
discourage physical activity, restrict access to healthy foods and disproportionately expose neighborhoods 
to environmental pollutants that exacerbate health conditions, such as asthma.  

With the link between land use and public health clearly established, city officials have turned their 
attention to developing broad policies and general strategies to improve community design and building 
practices and reverse the negative trends related to physical inactivity, unhealthy eating and environ -
mental hazards.  Efforts to educate policy-makers, the media, and the public about the problems and 
potential solutions are beginning to take root, as are efforts to bridge the professional and institutional 
barriers between the public health and planning and design professions.  

At the 2006 League of California Cities (LCC) Annual Conference, city officials passed a resolution 
directing LCC’s Institute for Local Government (ILG) to work with the LCC to develop resources to help 
local officials promote health within their communities.  In response, ILG recently launched a new project 
titled Health and the Built Environment, funded through a generous grant from The California Endowment.  

To assist city officials, the Health and the Built Environment project provides:  

·  An online Healthy Communities center on the ILG website (at www.ca-ilg.org/healthycommunities) 
with information and links to resources provided by experts and partner organizations;  
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·  A Guide to Health and the Built Environment for Residents and Local Officials, currently being 
developed as part of ILG's new series of publications on the basics of land use and planning; and  

·  Active support of the League's Healthy Eating, Active Living (HEAL) campaign in partnership 
with the California Center for Public Health Advocacy and the Cities, Counties, and Schools 
(CCS) Partnership.  

In addition, at this year's League of California Cities Annual Conference in San Jose, ILG will host its 
annual luncheon symposium on Sept. 17.  A presentation on Health and the Built Environment will be 
followed by a panel discussion of leading experts and city officials involved in the healthy communities 
movement.  

For more information on what cities can do or to share stories about what cities and towns are doing 
to promote better health in your community, visit the Institute for Local Government website at www.ca-
ilg.org/healthycommunities. 
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Earlier this year, the Colorado Municipal League 
(CML) Executive Board approved the early payoff of the 
building’s mortgage.  The loan, financed by the Colorado 
Housing and Financing Authority (CHFA), was signed 11 
years ago by then CML Executive Director Ken Bueche. 

CHFA Executive Director and CEO Roy Alexander, 
along with several CHFA board members and former CML 
board and staff members, joined the current CML board and 
staff in a celebratory lunch during the Januray 28 board 
meeting.  To honor this occasion, CML made a donation in 
CHFA’s name to Habitat for Humanity of Colorado to 
recognize CHFA’s commitment to increasing the avail-
ability of affordable, decent, and accessible housing for 
lower-income Coloradans. 

Paying off this mortgage early will save the Colorado 
Municipal League more than $270,000 in interest expenses 
that would have accrued over the remaining nine years of 
the loan.  The building payoff was primarily funded 
through a capital reserve fund set up by Ken Bueche.  
Current CML Executive Director Sam Mamet shares, 
“There is a reason this building is named after Ken.  It    
was his guiding hand and prudent fiscal management, along 
with wonderful League board members and other staff, 
which allowed us to accomplish this.” 

 
 
 

Former CHFA Executive Director and CEO 
Dave Herlinger; former CML Executive 

Director Ken Bueche; current CHFA 
Executive Director and CEO Roy 

Alexander; and CML Board President and 
Denver Councilmember Doug Linkhart  

celebrate the purchase of the CML building.  
 

Photo by Traci Stoffel. 
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The following article appeared in the January/February 2009 edition of QUALITY CITIES, the bi-
monthly publication of the Florida League of Cities, Inc.�
 
by Sharon G. Berrian 
 

The Florida League of Cities has 
joined with former Florida Gov. and 
U.S. Sen. Bob Graham and former U.S. 
Rep. Lou Frey to deliver a significant 
donation to promote civics education in 
Florida schools and communities. 

Wellington Vice Mayor and Florida 
League of Cities President Carmine 
Priore, who has made support for civics 
education one of his top priorities as 
League president, delivered a donation 
of $25,000 to the Florida Joint Center 
for Citizenship.  The check was 
presented in November during the 
League’s Legislative Conference in 
Orlando. 

The center, charged with 
strengthening civic education in Florida, is a joint partnership between the Lou Frey Institute of Politics 
and Government at the University of Central Florida and the Bob Graham Center for Public Service at the 
University of Florida. 

“Our founding fathers believed that the study and understanding of our government should be at the 
core of every American’s education,” Priore said.  “A better-informed citizenry would promote civility 
and ethics in government and hold leaders accountable to produce better governance. As city leaders, it is 
our responsibility to support this effort.” 

Priore described the push for civics education as vitally needed to combat a lack of basic knowledge 
about the nation’s political values and history that threatens the democratic foundation of government. 
For example: 

·  Recent polls show that 40 percent of Florida adults cannot explain the separation of powers or 
name the three branches of government, and 67 percent of Americans cannot name one of their 
U.S. senators. 

·  In a national survey of high school students by the Knight Foundation, one-half of students 
believed the government could censor the Internet, and more than one-third think the First 
Amendment goes too far in the rights it guarantees. 

“We must return the teaching of civics to our public schools and train students to be active participants  

Left to right:  Tallahassee Mayor John Marks, FLC first vice 
president; Hallandale Mayor Joy Cooper, FLC second vice 
president; former U.S. Sen. Bob Graham; Doug Dobson, 

executive director of the Lou Frey Institute; Wellington Vice 
Mayor Carmine Priore, FLC president; and former U.S. Rep. 

Lou Frey gather for the check presentation. 
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in our political process,” Graham said. “With the leadership of the League and President Priore, we will 
encourage a return to the American tradition that learning the skills of citizenship is at the core of education, 
and that core should prepare our young citizens to be participants in the governments which will most affect 
their lives: cities and towns, counties, and district school boards.” 

The grant from the League will pay to support teacher training, the development of learning materials 
on local government, and direct involvement of students in local civic affairs through mentorships, 
internships and other hands-on experiences. 

“We are excited about the opportunity to partner with President Priore and the Florida League of 
Cities in this important effort,” Frey said.  “Local public officials are a vast reservoir of knowledge about 
how things actually work in Florida.  Connecting them with our schools will help students develop the 
skills that they need to have a real impact in their communities.” 

The League’s contribution to the Florida Joint Center for Citizenship is only one part of Priore’s 
program to encourage civic education during his tenure as League president.  The League will make 
civics resources and materials available to teachers, community leaders, and civic groups.  It also will 
help cities work with residents to promote public engagement and civility, to improve ethics awareness 
and compliance among local officials, and to develop city-specific civics materials to share in local 
communities. 

“James Madison wrote that ‘knowledge will forever govern ignorance,’ and that the American people 
must arm themselves with knowledge in order to act as their own governors,” Priore said.  “As we 
educate all generations of Americans, we must ensure the preservation of our republic with that same 
fervor for knowledge that was passed down to us from the first generation of Americans.” 

Examples of civics activities that will result from the League initiative include: 

·  City-sponsored open houses and tours of municipal facilities; 

·  Online public resources for use in classrooms, civic clubs and other organizations; 

·  Advisory boards that provide residents’ input to city councils; 

·  Citizen academies that educate about city government and services; and 

·  Youth councils that engage young people and seek youth voices on city issues. 

“City officials and employees must agree to be civics teachers in classrooms, in city halls, and in our 
communities,” Priore said.  “We will all benefit if more citizens understand what services cities provide, 
how we pay for those services, and how all citizens can make a difference in their city’s quality of life.” 

To find out more about Florida League of Cities President Priore’s civics initiative and to see a video 
clip of the check presentation, visit the League’s Web site at www.flcities.com and click on the “Civic 
Education” link under the “Services” menu. 

 
Sharon G. Berrian is the Associate Director of Public Affairs for the Florida League of Cities.  She can 
be reached at sberrian@flcities.com, or through the Florida League’s main number at (850) 222-9684. 
 
 
�
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By Matthew G. Feher, Senior Legislative Analyst, Massachusetts Municipal Association  
 
The following article appeared in the March 2009 edition of The Beacon, the monthly publication of the 
Massachusetts Municipal Association (MMA). 
 

The MMA has filed a friend-of-the-court brief in 
support of the Wayland, MA School Committee’s 
decision to enter into executive session to evaluate the 
performance of its school superintendent. 

The MMA argued that the case illustrates a long-standing conflict between the State of Massachusetts’ 
public records law and open meeting law.  While the public records law protects written evaluations of 
such reviews, many district attorneys have interpreted the open meeting law as requiring evaluations of 
any official appointed by a multi-member board to be conducted in open session. 

In the Wayland case, the Middlesex County Attorney’s Office determined that the School Committee 
had violated the open meeting law, but the Superior Court disagreed.  The District Attorney’s Office 
appealed the Superior Court ruling last fall. 

In late February 2009, the Supreme Judicial Court announced that it had taken the case on its own 
accord. 

In its brief, the MMA argued that the district attorney’s reading of the open meeting law is 
unnecessarily narrow.  The MMA asserts that there are other methods of conducting superintendent 
evaluations that would comply with the open meeting law while also enabling a degree of privacy that the 
statutes provide for all other public employees. 

The Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents and the Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees are also filing friend-of-the court briefs. 
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The following article appears on the website (www.pti.org) of Public Technology Institute. 

During these tough economic times, the need for 
local government officials to come together, to learn 
from technology leaders and to share their innova- 
tive ideas and creative energy is more important than 
ever before! 

The focus of PTI’s 2009 Technology Solutions and Innovations Conference Expo is Cities & 
Counties: Striving and Thriving When Times are Tough.  It will be held on May 12-14 at the Sheraton 
San Diego Hotel and Marina in San Diego, California.  The program features educational sessions and 
activities that focus on solutions, leading practices, and the skills necessary to survive and spur 
innovation. 
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Workshops will be tailored around two tracks: Leadership/Professional Development and Effective 
Practices and Strategies. 

Jurisdictions of all sizes will gain insight from lessons learned in IT, GIS, Public Safety, Sustain- 
ability, Transportation, Web Management/E-Government and more.  At the conference exposition, 
attendees can see the latest solutions designed for the local government marketplace.  A select number of 
technology companies will showcase their solutions designed for local governments. 

The conference program provides ample opportunities for attendees to connect with colleagues from 
around the country. 

PTI Research Councils and Forums will meet on Tuesday, May 12.  Council and Forum 
meetings are for jurisdiction members only. 

On May 14, winners of the annual Technology Solutions competition will be recognized, along with 
winners from the first Corporate Partners Recognition Program during a luncheon. 

For more information on the conference, visit the PTI website at www.pti.org.  
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By Pamela M. Prah, Stateline.org Staff Writer   

 

With a record 12.5 million Americans on the unemployment line 
and state budgets bleeding billions of dollars, it might seem politically 
suicidal that a group of Republican governors would want to walk away 
from their states’ full share of the federal stimulus package.  

But some experts say these governors’ actions make sense 
politically.  They say some are sticking to long-standing views of 

limited government and lower taxes.  They say others, looking to future 
elections, are burnishing their reputations as fiscal conservatives at a time when the GOP is searching for 
new national leadership.  

Bruce Ransom, political science professor at Clemson University, cites South Carolina Gov. Mark 
Sanford, head of the Republican Governors Association, as a case in point.  Sanford lobbied against the 
stimulus bill while many of his colleagues were advocating it. 

“As the Republican Party tries to figure out where it goes in the future, given losses in the 2006 
midterm elections and the 2008 presidential election, Gov. Sanford offers a ship for the party to stand on 
in terms of sticking to its core Republican values and principles,” Ransom said  

Other experts warn that refusing stimulus money could backfire with voters who see their federal 
dollars left on the table.  Some state legislators, even conservative Republicans, are considering invoking 
a provision in the stimulus law that was designed to allow states to get funds that a governor rejects. 

Sanford, who famously brought pigs to the state capitol to protest pork spending by his fellow 
Republicans, was the only governor to ask the White House to allow his state to use $700 million in 
federal stimulus money to pay down the debt, rather than spend it on education and other social services. 
“If we’re going to spend money we don’t have at the federal level, it becomes all the more important that 
our state balance sheet is in good order – particularly if this is a protracted downturn,” the governor wrote 
in a March 21-22 editorial in the Wall Street Journal.  “But many people do not realize that the stimulus 
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money runs out in 24 months – at which point South Carolina will be forced to find a new source of 
funding to sustain the new level of spending, or to make sharp cuts,” he wrote. 

Even before the Obama administration rejected Sanford’s proposal, the Democratic National 
Committee launched a TV ad criticizing Sanford for “playing politics” with the stimulus money.  
In Alaska, some see presidential politics playing a role in Republican Gov. Sarah Palin’s position to turn 
back some 30 percent of the federal stimulus allotted to her state, including for education, energy 
assistance, and other social services.  “We won’t be bound by federal strings in exchange for dollars, nor 
will we dig ourselves a deeper hole in two years when these federal funds are gone,” the former 
Republican vice presidential candidate said in a March 19 statement. 

Carl Shepro, political science professor at the University of Alaska in Anchorage, said Palin “is like a 
lot of other Republican governors who want to maintain an ideological position of a fiscal conservative,” 
but he also said Palin is establishing herself for a possible run in 2012.  As mayor of the small town of 
Wasilla from 1996-2002, Palin had no problem spending federal dollars, Shepro said, and while running 
for governor in 2006, Palin supported federal funding for the infamous “Bridge to Nowhere.” 

He also warned about backlash over the stimulus money rejection: “There are some pretty conserva- 
tive Republicans in the Legislature and there’s a recognition, particularly with the education money, that 
it doesn’t make sense to reject it.”  Alaska State Senate President Gary Stevens, a Republican from 
Kodiak, said he's especially interested in the stimulus money that would go for special education and 
schooling for disadvantaged children, The Anchorage Daily News reported.  

Anchorage Republican Rep. Mike Hawker, who is leading the House effort on the stimulus as co-
chairman of the finance committee, said, "I think at the end of the day we will end up taking most of the 
funds."   

While Sanford and Palin are unusual in staking out positions against taking federal dollars for 
education and energy, a more common concern among Republicans is the package’s $7 billion fund to 
expand unemployment benefits to a half-million more people, including part-time workers.  The decision 
by Gov. Rick Perry of Texas to reject $555 million in federal stimulus money that would expand state 
unemployment benefits to part-time workers is already fodder for his re-election bid in 2010.  

U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson, who is expected to challenge Perry for the GOP nomination, 
chided Perry for rejecting the money.  “A leader would be taking time to look at all aspects and coming 
up with a better solution,” she said, according to The Dallas Morning News.  “I would hope he is looking 
for innovative ways not to dock the taxpayers of Texas with $555 million turned down.” 

Insiders say Perry could score points by painting himself as anti-Washington.  “If Washington really 
wanted to help and respect our rights as a state, they would send dollars from the Federal Unemployment 
Account with no strings attached, like they did in 2002,” Perry said when he announced he was rejecting 
the funds.  “Instead, Washington is using this bill to force our legislators to enact policies that they have 
repeatedly rejected as wrong for Texas.” 

Meanwhile in Nevada, Gov. Jim Gibbons, beleaguered by political scandals and the largest budget 
deficit of any state, exceeding 38 percent of its general fund budget, might get a boost politically by 
initially refusing the strings attached to the federal unemployment money.  

While Gibbons retreated March 25 and accepted the federal dollars, the debate “might actually help 
[Gibbons] with the most conservative base,” said Eric Herzik, chair, of the political science department at 
the University of Nevada in Reno.  ”This populist, anti-Washington, anti-big government works well in 
Nevada.”  
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Other Republican governors who have raised similar concerns that extending unemployment benefits 
to part-time workers would bankrupt the state’s unemployment trust and lead to higher business taxes 
when the federal dollars dry up include Bob Riley of Alabama, C.L. “Butch” Otter of Idaho, Tim 
Pawlenty of Minnesota, Haley Barbour of Mississippi, and Bobby Jindal of Louisiana. 

A recent Congressional report raises questions whether Congress overstepped its bounds by allowing 
state legislatures to essentially override a governor’s rejection of federal stimulus dollars and apply for it 
on their own.  “Although the language … is largely ambiguous, it does not appear likely that it was 
intended to significantly reallocate powers between a state legislature and a state executive branch,” the 
Congressional Research Service wrote in its nine-page report to Congress. 

States and observers say the report probably raises more questions than it answers. The report lacks a 
“definitive answer,” said Nick Johnson, a state fiscal expert for the Center on Budget and Policies 
Priorities, a Washington, D.C., group that focuses on policies that affect the poor.  “Ultimately a judge 
would have to decide,” he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


