





Partner to Rebuild the Nation’s Infrastructure

Our nation’s infrastructure system — including transportation, water and

sewer, and communications — is the backbone of the U.S. economy. Properly
maintained, America’s infrastructure will ensure the long-term vitality of

our local, regional and national economies, while strengthening the nation’s
competitive position in world trade. On the other hand, if we continue to
allow our infrastructure to deteriorate through lack of investment and proper
maintenance, we will put America’s economic success — and the success of our
hometowns — at grave risk.

The National League of Cities urges Congress to:

* Partner with local governments to meet America’s pressing infrastructure
needs and to ensure we have the transportation, water and sewer, and
communication systems that will allow us to achieve our goals for our
hometowns and our nation; and

* Recognize the central role of transportation to metropolitan economies
and include the local government perspective in the upcoming
transportation authorization debate.

Reform the Country’s Healthcare System

Healthy hometowns make for a healthy America. But today, America’s local
governments face fundamental challenges as they strive to protect and improve
the health of our residents and city employees. Like most businesses in the
country, cities and towns are finding that their budgets are overstretched by the
ever-increasing costs of providing health care coverage to municipal employees

and their families. In addition, cities face the much more basic challenge of

trying to ensure all residents stay healthy.

The National League of Cities urges Congress to:
* Take action to reform America’s health care system to control costs and
to expand access to affordable coverage for all, with a special focus on the
46 million Americans who are uninsured.

Support Local Energy Efficiency & Conservation

Sustainability is a defining issue of our time. The reason: increasing concern
about climate change and other threats to public health and the environment
related to human activities. Today, local governments find themselves at the

epicenter of the sustainability movement. Cities and towns are actively pursuing
initiatives to conserve energy, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and protect the
environment in other ways. The federal government should be a full partner in
these efforts, providing national leadership when appropriate, and supporting
creative efforts that can only happen at the community level.

The National League of Cities urges Congress to:
* Provide $2 billion for the Energy Efficiency and Block Grant Program in
the fiscal year 2010 budget to further these local efforts.

Strengthen and Stabilize the Housing Market

The way we talk and think about housing policy in America has changed, due
to the home mortgage crisis and the coincident failures of various financial
institutions. Encouraging home ownership for as many Americans as possible
— giving people a stake in the future of their community — remains a
laudable goal. However, the challenge for the federal government, working in
partnership with state and local governments, is to resolve the crucial questions
raised by the collapse of the housing market — questions like: what kinds
of housing we need; how to finance construction, rehabilitation and resale
of homes; and how best to engage the private sector in the work of building
houses and revitalizing America’s hometowns.

The National League of Cities urges Congress to:

* Ensure the availability of capital for mortgage financing and refinancing
and continue to encourage lenders and loan servicers to work out unsound
loans as an alternative to foreclosure;

* Invest in programs that stabilize and enhance neighborhoods while
helping communities minimize the damage caused by the national
foreclosure crisis;

* Protect homebuyers from predatory lending by ensuring that mortgage
brokers are effectively regulated and that mortgage loans are well-suited
to the financial means of the homebuyer.

Help Build Stable Families

At a time when Americans are facing the difficult realities of a weakened
economy, all levels of government must join together to ensure children and
families at all income levels can meet their basic needs and achieve success.
Priorities include providing quality education and training for today’s economy,

opportunity for real employment with a living wage and access to public
benefits and mainstream financial services. A key goal at all levels should be
to support and strengthen programs that build financially stable families.

The National League of Cities urges Congress to:
* Continue efforts to reduce poverty, improve education and build a

skilled workforce.

Support a Safe Nation and Safe Communities

The security of the United States and its citizens is a defining issue of the
decade. In the face of these new challenges, the leaders of our cities and
towns are best positioned to address traditional public safety needs while at
the same time advancing the nation’s homeland security priorities. National
top-down plans are not sufficient. We need collaborative strategies that
emphasize partnerships, innovation and “all-hazard” approaches to public
safety.

The National League of Cities urges Congress to:
* Direct resources where they are needed most;
* Strengthen information sharing at all levels; and
* Create a culture of public awareness and action to ensure all Americans
understand their own responsibilities in preventing crime and preparing
for disasters.

Reform the Country’s Immigration System

America’s immigration system is broken, and the nation’s hometowns are
suffering the consequences. The inability of government at all levels to reach
consensus on a solution to immigration has created financial, cultural and
political strains in communities across America. Comprehensive reform is
needed to fix the system and to provide cities and towns with the support
they need to integrate immigrants into American communities.

The National League of Cities urges Congress to:

* Enact reform that address and includes: border security and interior
enforcement; workplace enforcement; a guest worker provision;
legalization of undocumented workers currently in the U.S; a path
to citizenship for immigrants now in the country; and resources to
alleviate the local impact of serving new immigrants.



BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE

America’s hometowns are where we come together as neighbors
and fellow citizens to solve problems and get things done. They
are where we create new industries, businesses, and jobs. And
they are where we get an early, firsthand view of the full array
of challenges and opportunities facing our nation.

The future of America’s hometowns is bound up with the
future of our nation. On behalf of America’s local elected
leaders, the National League of Cities looks forward to
working with the new President and Congress to build a
better future for all of us.
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