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This publication serves the members and colleagues of the 
National League of Cities constituency groups, the Asian 
Pacific American Municipal Officials (APAMO), the Gay, 
Lesbian and Bisexual Local Officials (GLBLO), the 
Hispanic Elected Local Officials (HELO), the National Black 
Caucus of Local Elected Officials (NBC-LEO) and Women 
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Sept. 24: Application and biographical statement deadline for all 
committee chair and vice chair positions. 
Nov. 21: Application deadline for membership on committees, coun-
cils and panels.�
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	�����	�� moss@nlc.org. 
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������  please visit www.nlc.org and 
view under “Inside NLC”. 
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By Martha Moss 

NLC President  
Kathy Novak 
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Otto Lee, APAMO 
President 
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The National League of Cities’ Hispanic 
Elected Local Officials (HELO) constituency 
group President Marie Lopez Rogers, Mayor, 
Avondale, Arizona, along with the HELO 
Board of Directors and members and the 
League of California Cities – Latino Caucus 
and Executive Director John Arriaga, were 
pleased to recognize Henry Cisneros as a 
HELO National Leadership Honoree at the 
NALEO conference on June 28, 2008. 
 

Mr. Cisneros stated, "We take pride in the 
achievements of individuals from Latino and 
other diverse communities.  Their strength is 
the strength of America."  
 

At the HELO sponsored workshop, “Winning 
Women V: Latinas in Office,” officials ad-
dressed the importance of increasing the num-
ber of Latinas in positions of power, even 
within the organization. One Latina elected 
official pointed out, “At NALEO, we need 
more women on the rise and more women to 
be on the NALEO Board.”   

From left, HELO President Marie Lopez 
Rogers, Mayor, Avondale, Arizona; Mr. 

Henry Cisneros; and Mary Alice Cisneros, 
Councilmember, San Antonio, Texas  
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The NBC-LEO 2008 Summer Conference, 
“Inspire, Influence and Achieve,” attracted 
over 200 registrants including municipal offi-
cials, sponsors, speakers, host city represen-
tatives, and National League of Cities (NLC) 
staff.  Current NBC-LEO President James 
Mitchell, Jr., Councilmember, Charlotte, 
North Carolina, presided at the conference 
with Felicia Moore, Councilmember from 
Atlanta and Past NBC-LEO President as the 
conference Host Committee Chair. 
 
Speakers at the event certainly did inspire, 
influence and encourage others to achieve. 
The participation of Atlanta Mayor Shirley 
Franklin with a speech about “The Power of 
Women’s Leadership” was motivational.  
She stated, “Atlanta gave me an opportunity 
to find my voice, and in finding my voice, I 
now have the opportunity to help other peo-
ple find their voice, even if I don’t agree with 
them.”   

 
Dr. Bernice King’s stirring speech allowed 
many attendees to reflect on her father’s 
work.  She spoke about the comparison of 
her father’s work for justice and the current 
African American candidate for the U.S. 
presidency 40 years later.  She also encour-
aged others to give back, stating, “It is im-
portant that you, too, make a commitment to 

change.”  Dr. Dennis Kimbro wowed the au-
dience with his oration about the pursuit of 
excellence, and motivated listeners by stat-
ing, “Time is not running out, but your life 
is.”  Jamal Simmons of CNN, reflecting on 
this year's election said, “It’s not often that 
you see history happening, and you know it’s 
happening.”  NLC President Cynthia 
McCollum passionately reminded attendees 
that "NBC-LEO IS the National League of 
Cities!!"   
 
NBC-LEO President James Mitchell also 
conducted an all-day Youth Summit which 
included approximately 120 youth from 
North Carolina, Georgia, and Mississippi.  
This special session engaged students in dis-
cussions about leadership, stereotyping, edu-
cation and local government. As one of the 
highlights of the conference, the youth made 
a luncheon appearance to be recognized.   
 
The NBC-LEO Summer Conference has pro-
vided many local elected officials with more 
information and resources for improving 
their communities. For more information 
about NBC-LEO and membership opportuni-
ties, please visit www.nbc-leo.org. 

From left, Councilmember Felicia Moore,  
NLC President Cynthia McCollum,  

Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin,  
NBC-LEO President James Mitchell, Jr. 

NLC President Cynthia McCollum as keynoter 
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Award Co-Chairs Lara  
Larramendi and Kay Senter 
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Councilwoman Marian 
Tasco, Philadelphia Mayor 
Michael Nutter, NLC  
President Cynthia McCollum, 
and WIMG President Edna 
Branch Jackson 
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