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Members of a new joint task force charged with determining whether a 
collaborative effort to address information and other needs of state 
leagues and risk pools related to disease/illness presumption legislation 
met by conference call on December 17.  The task force was 
established last fall by NLC’s State League Steering Committee 
and the NLC Risk Information Sharing Consortium (RISC) 
Board.  Twenty-four states have indicated that they have an 
interest in the project.   

The purpose of the call was to identify specific needs and why and how a collaborative effort could 
help individual leagues and pools.  The task force reviewed a list of program options and provided 
feedback.  To meet the pressing needs of states that will be addressing presumption in their upcoming 
legislative sessions, the task force agreed to the following: 

1. Create a listserv for league and pool staff to facilitate information exchange.  League directors and 
pool administrators from states participating in the project will automatically be added to the list.  
Other staff from these states and representatives from non-participating states can have their names 
added to the new presumption listserv by contacting Catherine Moses at moses@nlc.org, or at (202) 
626-3018.   
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2. Update the 2006 presumption state law summary compiled by NLC-RISC staff.  Task Force members 
agreed to help get survey responses from states that have not yet participated in the survey. 

3. Make the NLC-RISC disease presumption electronic library accessible to state league staff and 
collect and organize new information received from league and pool staff.  An ID and password are 
necessary to access the library (www.nlc.org/risc) and can be obtained from Catherine Moses.   

4. Solicit electronic or paper copies of studies and other materials (NLC staff will scan the paper) 
pertaining to presumption from state league and pool staff for inclusion in the presumption library.  
Even studies that are not favorable to the interests of municipal governments will be sought.   

5. Begin to identify expert witnesses.  NLC staff will add a question to our presumption survey to 
identify persons previously used by state leagues and pools.   

In addition to these short-term data collection activities, NLC staff and the task force chair will meet 
with representatives from a consulting firm specializing in fire and emergency research to explore how 
the firm might assist with this project in the longer run and will send a survey to other project participants 
to determine their needs. 

The task force is chaired by Steve Craig, Virginia’s pool administrator.  Other members are league 
directors Sam Mamet (CO), Stan Finkelstein (WA), Jim Finley (CT), and Steve Jeffrey (VT).  In addition 
to Craig, Bill Hamilton (KY) and Ann Gergen (MN) are representing RISC pools.  Bill Heberton, 
President, NLC Mutual, also is participating.  The other states that have indicated an interest in the project 
are: AK, AZ, FL, GA, IL, IN, MI, NE, NY, NC, OR, SC, SD, TN, TX, WV, and WI.   

For more information about the NLC Presumption Project, contact Cathy Spain at (202) 626-3123, or 
at spain@nlc.org, or Jim Hamilton at (202) 626-3061, or at hamilton@nlc.org.  Other state leagues and 
league risk pools are welcome to join this project at any time. 
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NLC conducts an annual survey of state leagues to collect and 
share information on the leagues’ top legislative priorities as they 
prepare for and begin their legislative sessions.  In all, 42 state 
leagues responded to the 2008 survey.   

The survey report includes each league’s top three legislative 
priorities in 2008, other issues for the 2008 sessions, and a brief 
summary of both 2007 legislative victories and setbacks.  The 
survey also provides other valuable information, including 
legislative advocacy strategies, a brief description of special 
activities at league legislative conferences, and a section for state 

leagues to report on statewide ballot initiatives in 2007 affecting municipalities.   

Copies of the Survey Report for State Municipal Leagues on Legislative Issues and Priorities for 
2008 have been sent to the state leagues.  In addition, the survey report has been posted to the state league 
webpage of the NLC website (www.nlc.org).  League directors and staff members seeking a hard copy of the 
survey may contact Scott Morris of the NLC staff at (202) 626-3021, or at morris@nlc.org.   
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Saturday March 8 
Time TBD    Illness Presumption Task Force Meeting  
     (Not Yet Confirmed) 
 

Sunday, March 9 
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.   Western Municipal Conference Meeting 
       

Sunday, March 9 
6:30p.m. – 9:00 pm   State Municipal League Executive Directors and Staff Dinner 
      

Monday, March 10 
7:30 a.m. – 8:50 a.m.   State Municipal League Legislative Briefing (Includes Breakfast) 
 

12:15 p.m. – 1:45 pm   State Municipal League Directors Luncheon Roundtable  
        

Tuesday, March 11 
12:30 p.m. – 2:00 pm   State League Presidents and Executive Directors Luncheon 
      

Wednesday, March 12    
7:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   Shuttle Buses to Capitol Hill (NLC Lobby Day) 
 

8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.   Meeting of NLC Public Finance Consortium (Buffet Breakfast at 8:00 a.m.)       

The location of the State League Staff Headquarters Office is the Adams Room on the Terrace (upper) level of 
the hotel; the office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 8 through Tuesday, March 11.  

A complete schedule of NLC state league activities with times and room locations will be e-mailed to all 
state leagues prior to the start of the Congressional City Conference.  For more information on these 
events, please contact Scott Morris at (202) 626-3021, or at morris@nlc.org. 
�
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More than 150 youth delegates, ages 15-18, are expected to 
participate in NLC’s Congressional City Conference (CCC), which 
takes place March 8-12, 2008, in Washington, D.C.  This conference 
provides municipal officials with an opportunity to bring young 
people who are involved in youth councils or in other youth 
leadership roles to learn about how federal policy and legislation 

affects their cities and towns.  State municipal leagues are encouraged to share this information with 
member cities that have youth councils or city officials interested in promoting youth participation in 
local government. 

Youth are considered full delegates to the conference and have the opportunity to participate in all 
conference workshops and general sessions listed in the program.  In addition, there will be a number of 
“youth-only” events that will provide context and a framework for the conference and allow youth to 
network and discuss key policy issues with other youth and local elected officials from across the country.  
Youth delegates will also learn about NLC’s lobbying priorities for the year, have the chance to be a part 
of an important dialogue with city leaders and federal policymakers, and gain information they can use 
for discussion and action at home.   

More information about youth involvement at the Congressional City Conference will be made 
available on the NLC website at www.nlc.org.  If you have questions, please contact Tiffany Mitchell at 
NLC’s Institute for Youth, Education, and Families at fellow@nlc.org, or at (202) 626-3014.   

�
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�����*����
3
!���6��	������  

    

NLC and the Center for Public Safety Excellence 
(CPSE) will offer a limited number of workshops at state 
league conventions in 2008 on the National Fire 
Protection Association’s (NFPA) 1710 Standard pertaining to professional fire company staffing and 
deployment.  The primary objective of the workshop is to provide city officials with a better 
understanding of what the Standard really means, what alternatives are available that are in conformance 
with 1710, and  how cities are improving their services without formally adopting the Standard. 

City officials will be better informed about key sections of the Standard and Explanatory Materials 
that allow for flexibility in staffing and deployment yet provide effective, efficient, and safe services. 
Furthermore, they will learn of the limited applicability of the Standard and be in a better position to 
negotiate with their unions.  Finally, up-to-date information about efforts to change the Standard through 
a Technical Committee review process that began at the close of 2007 and will extend into 2009 will be 
provided.  

State leagues interested in scheduling a 1710 workshop during their 2008 convention should contact 
Lesley-Ann Rennie at rennie@nlc.org, or at (202) 626-3134.  Workshop scheduling will be on a first-
come, first-served basis and subject to CPSE staff’s availability.  Reimbursement for travel will be 
requested.  
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Mitchel Herckis recently joined the National 
League of Cities as a Senior Legislative Counsel.  He 
specializes in government relations including coalition 
building, as well as political research, analysis, 
advocacy, and communications.  Mitch will be 
focusing on public safety issues and NLC’s efforts to 
put the interests of cities and towns at the top of the 
national agenda for the 2008 Presidential Election.   

Mitch has a record of building successful 
advocacy coalitions between public entities, private 

enterprises, domestic and foreign municipalities, and the federal government on economic, security, and 
transportation issues.  Mitch most recently served as Legislative Assistant at Shaw, Bransford, Veilleux 
and Roth, P.C (SBVR).  In this capacity, he was responsible for all client lobbying initiatives and 
congressional matters, strategy, and message development.  While at the law firm, Mitch focused his 
advocacy efforts on management and human resources issues and the impact of politicization in the 
federal workforce.   

Mitch also served as producer and co-host of a live call-in show hosted by the firm on WFED 1050 
AM in Washington, DC, which featured prominent figures such as Congressmen, high-ranking 
administration officials, pundits, and union leaders. 

Prior to his work at SBVR, Mitch worked at the lobbying firms PRI Strategy Management and 
Marlowe & Company.  Much of his work at these firms focused on representing local governments on 
issues ranging from environment and public works to homeland security and public safety.  This included 
unique public-private partnerships on regional trade and transportation issues for the Great Lakes and 
Mid-Atlantic regions. 

Mitch, a native of Stamford, CT, received a Master’s degree in Political Science from American 
University with a focus on Applied Politics in 2003.  He also has a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
with a minor in International Relations from American University.  His study of government culminated 
with a thesis on the interplay between evolving communications media and presidential politics.  Mitch is 
also a graduate of the Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies Campaign Management Institute 
and Public Affairs and Advocacy Institute. 
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State league staff wanting to subscribe to a particular e-mail list(s) should 
contact Lesley-Ann Rennie at rennie@nlc.org.  Your e-mail address will be 
added to the list(s) of your choice, and you will start receiving discussion 
contributions and questions from other list members.  You may reply to these 
messages or send new questions or discussion topics at any time.  Any message 
you send to the list will be distributed to every other member of the list.  

The following e-mail lists are currently available with the following addresses: 

¨  Communications (communications@sml.nlc.org) – a discussion list on state league   
communications issues including newsletters/magazines, public affairs, etc. 

¨  Convention Planning (convention@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list on convention planning. 

¨  Education and Training (training@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list on education and training  
programs, certification programs, etc. 

¨   Eminent Domain (emdomain@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list on eminent domain issues. 

¨  Federal Legislative Issues and Reports (fedleg@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list on federal issues   
and legislation affecting municipalities. 

¨  Foundations (Foundations@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list on 501c3 entities and the nature of 
their foundation missions. 

¨  Human Resources (HumRes@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list on human resources issues. 

¨  Legislative (legislative@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list to share information on state legislative      
issues and advocacy activities for the state legislative sessions. 

¨  Membership Services (MemberServices@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list on issues relating to mem-
ber ship recruitment and retention and marketing of services and programs to prospective members. 

¨  Presumption (presumption@risc.nlc.org) -- a discussion list on information related to disease/    
illness presumption legislation affecting local police and firefighters. 

¨  Technology (technology@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list to share information on state league tech-     
nology issues and applications including home pages, networks, etc. 

¨  Telecommunications (telecom@sml.nlc.org) -- a discussion list to share information on state and   
federal telecommunications issues.     

 

Rules and Guidelines for Use of NLC/State League E-Mail Lists       

To ensure the best possible experience for all e-mail list members, NLC is reiterating its basic 
guidelines for participation; these guidelines are posted on the State League page of the NLC website.  

By joining and using the NLC e-mail lists, state league staff subscribers agree that they have read and 
will follow the rules and guidelines set for NLC’s peer discussion groups.  They also agree to reserve list 
discussions for topics best suited to the medium.  This is a great medium with which to solicit the advice 
of one’s peers, benefit from their experience, and participate in an ongoing conversation. 

 



 9 

Below are NLC e-mail list rules and guidelines:  

1. Questions and responses should be brief and to the point.  Only “reply” to the entire list when it 
contains information that everyone can benefit from.  Do not wander off-topic, do not ramble, and 
do not post messages solely to point out other people's errors.  

2. If you do NOT have a program that is the subject of the inquiry, please do not respond unless you 
are offering a detailed explanation or analysis of WHY you do not have one. 

3. If you should find yourself wanting to reply or respond to the sender (or one person only), DO NOT 
use the “reply” feature of your e-mail program (the nature of the e-mail list is that it will reply 
to the entire list).  Send messages such as "thanks for the information" or "me, too" to individuals--
not to the entire list.  Do this by using your e-mail application's forwarding option and typing in or 
cutting and pasting in the e-mail address of the individual to whom you want to respond.  

4. Always fill in the subject line.  The subject line is the only label you have to identify each of the 
messages in your mailbox.  Be sure to keep it brief as most e-mail clients only show the first 20 to 
30 characters of the subject line anyway. 

5. Consider the size of a file before attaching to a response.  Large files (over 500K as a rule) should 
be avoided and made available on request because some state league computer systems cannot 
accept very large files. 

6. E-mail lists should NOT be used for personal e-mail “forwards,” jokes, or other informa- 
tion not directly related to the topic of the e-mail list.  Fortunately, this has not been a problem 
for NLC’s lists. 

7. Remove extraneous information before submitting a question or response, such as copies of 
previous postings, long signature files, or text at the bottom (such as “how to unsubscribe 
messages, league logos, or other text). 

For more information about the NLC e-mail lists for state municipal leagues, contact Scott Morris 
(202-626-3021, or morris@nlc.org) or Lesley-Ann Rennie (202-626-3034, or rennie@nlc.org).   
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The following article appeared in Volume 6, Number 3 of Mississippi Municipalities, the quarterly 
publication of the Mississippi Municipal League. 

�The City of Oxford, MS recently recovered over $53,000, and the City of 
Pontotoc, MS recovered over $6,000 following completion of a franchise fee 
payment compliance review.  Going forward, both cities will realize more 
revenue every year from cable television franchise fees. 

Since the inception of the Mississippi Municipal League’s (MML) Cable 
Franchise Advisory Program, 12 cities have subscribed to the service.  The 
participating municipalities are receiving numerous benefits including recouping past franchise fees, 
developing new sources of revenue, negotiating for new services, and acquiring legal documents that 
provide the basis to enforce customer service standards and regulate the public rights-of-way.  Some of 
these communities have benefited in the following manner. 
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Franchise Fee Payment Compliance Review 

One of the first steps in negotiating a cable television franchise renewal is to determine the cable 
company’s compliance with existing franchise terms, including the payment of franchise fees.  “It is not 
uncommon to learn that mistakes may have been made in the payment of franchise fees when conducting 
a franchise fee payment compliance review,” said Greg Fender, who serves as the Program’s principle 
consultant.  “As a result of numerous transfers of franchises from company to company, usually resulting 
in different accounting systems and acquiring new personnel, and sometimes simply due to human error, 
local governments normally discover some payment errors.  To date, most of the errors have occurred 
when payments were not received on late fees, advertising revenue, installations, home shopping com-
missions, and when franchise fees have not been included as part of gross revenue,” said Fender. 

Fender also reports that cities can also establish new sources of revenue from the franchise fee pay- 
ment review process.  The franchise fee payment review also provides city decision-makers information 
on how much revenue they could generate by drafting new franchise fee provisions in their new franchise 
document that could apply to all sources of a cable company’s gross revenues in exchange for using the 
public rights-of-way.  “Many of the current documents were written many years ago and commonly limit 
the ability of municipalities to receive payment on basic services and not on gross revenues.  In many 
cases, this amounts to thousands of dollars annually for local governments,” said Fender. 

Jurisdictional Coding 

Cities need to closely monitor this area due to changing boundary lines because of annexations and 
possible miscoding of streets in companies’ billing databases.  It is not uncommon for cities’ franchise 
fees to be paid erroneously to other jurisdictions. 

Land Lease or Tower Lease Agreements 

Another area where cities can increase revenues is from the lease of public lands for cable television 
head end sites or use of city water towers for placement of telecommunications antennas. 

Renegotiating Pole Attachment Agreements (Electric Cities) 

Numerous electric cities have not renegotiated their pole attachment agreements for many years.  
Electric cities should also consider conducting a pole count to determine the number of attachments to 
their poles.  It is not unusual for cities that have not done a pole count for many years to be dramatically 
underpaid for the actual number of poles that may be currently used.  Electric cities also need to 
reexamine and possibly renegotiate the terms and conditions of how their poles are used. 

For more information on MML’s Cable Television Franchise Advisory Program, contact Greg Fender 
at 1-800-978-0071 or Quincy Mukoro, MML’s Government Affairs Coordinator, at 1-800-325-7641, or at 
qmukoro@mmlonline.com.  
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The following article appears on the website of the Pennsylvania League of Cities and Municipalities, PLCM  
(www.plcm.org). �

The Pennsylvania League of Cities and Municipalities has contracted 
with CGI Communications, Inc. to offer you the opportunity to provide 
various multimedia promotional programs for your communities.  

CGI’s products and services will be provided to your municipality at 
NO COST through our exclusive partnership, with cost recovery initiatives involving sponsorship 
opportunities from your local business community.  

With printed media, outdoor media, and online media technology applications, CGI’s programs are 
designed to showcase, educate and inform the public about your community and all it has to offer to your 
residents, your business community, and your visitors.  CGI will custom design a program to meet the 
marketing needs of your community. 

We (PLCM) have chosen to work with CGI because of their outstanding reputation for quality and 
their extensive experience in helping numerous communities, organizations, and businesses around the 
nation market and promote their attributes.  

CGI is an innovative, aggressive, high-tech corporation.  Among their products and services, their 
patent-pending One-Click Video Technology places them at the forefront of streaming video on the Internet.  
The company was founded in 1988 and has continued to grow and maintain its competitive advantage due to 
their innovative technologies, strong customer base, and positive service centered attitude. 

The Pennsylvania League of Cities and Municipalities endorses this company and its products as a 
tremendous value and service to its members.  

PLCM is encouraging its members to learn more about this wonderful opportunity, its features, and 
its benefits.  Please contact CGI Communications, Inc. at (800) 398-3029 ext. 203 to speak with Market- 
ing Executive, Nicole Rongo.  PLCM members may contact Jean C. Pugh, PLCM Director of Group 
Business Programs at (717) 236-9469, or at jpugh@plcm.org. 
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The following article appeared in the November-December 2007 edition of Connecticut Town & City, the 
bi-monthly publication of the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities. 

At its annual convention October 24 in Hartford, 
the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) 
announced the establishment of a new Municipal 
Business Associate (MBA) program to provide 
expanded and bundled opportunities to businesses 
looking to have exposure to the municipal market. 

The new program allows businesses to choose from 
three membership packages, as well as form an “a la 
carte” menu. 
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The $1,000 package or “Bronze” level includes certification as an affiliate member, access to CCM’s 
members-only website, a free ad in CCM’s Municipal Directory, a listing in CCM’s Directory of Prod- 
ucts and Services, 10 percent discounts on ads in Connecticut Town & City (CT&C), and priority access 
and discounts for booth space at CCM’s spring symposium and annual fall convention.  This basic pack- 
age represents more than $2,100 in value if each item were paid for separately. 

The $3,000 “Silver” level package includes most of the services in the basic package, but also 
provides a free exhibit booth at either the fall convention or spring symposium and a 15 percent booth 
rental discount at the other event.  Discounts for CT&C ads also go up to 15 percent.  This level 
represents up to $3,400 in value if each item were paid for separately. 

The $7,500 “Gold” level package offers sponsor status at either the spring symposium or fall 
convention, and provides for 20 percent discounts on booth rentals at both of these events.  Discounts for 
advertising in CT&C increase to 20 percent at this level.  “Gold” membership represents up to $9,100 in 
value if each item were paid for separately. 

“A la carte” offerings, which do not include affiliate membership, include: an ad in CCM’s 
Municipal Directory, a listing in the Directory of Products and Services, spring symposium booth, fall 
convention booth, spring symposium sponsorship, and fall convention sponsorship.  MBA members who 
choose these add-on selections receive a 15 percent discount on certain items. 

For more information on CCM’s Municipal Business Associate Program, contact Janice Lettick of the 
CCM staff at jlettick@ccm-ct.org, or at (203) 498-3000. 
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The following article appears in the January 2008 edition of UPTOWN, the official monthly publication 
of the Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC). 

South Carolina cities and towns are already getting geared up for the 
statewide observance of “Cities Mean Business” month, scheduled for 
February 2008.  As part of the Hometown, SC initiative to raise hometown 
voices to a new level of influence, the celebration of “Cities Mean 

Business” month is intended to encourage new and stronger collaboration between local elected leaders 
and the business community.  

The February “Cities Mean Business” month is the kick-off of a multi-year campaign celebrating the 
important relationship between strong cities and towns and the state’s economic competitiveness.  The 
campaign will focus on the many ways strong cities and towns support economic growth of existing 
businesses and attract new businesses.  The campaign will be in full swing at the Hometown, SC Legis- 
lative Action Day on February 20.  

The Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC) staff distributed a comprehensive toolkit of 
events, media ideas, proclamations, and other resources to all cities and towns in early December.  
Attendees at the public information officers’ work- shop on November 29 received a briefing on the 
toolkit.  MASC staff also provided similar briefings through conference calls in December. 

“Our goal with all of these activities is to create a buzz around the idea of strong cities so that when 
Hometown, SC Legislative Action Day rolls around on February 20, legislators and key influencers will 
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already have heard the message that “Cities Mean Business,” explained Reba Campbell, MASC’s 
Director of Advocacy and Communications. 

Some of the events and activities already being planned to celebrate “Cities Mean Business” month 
include: 

·  hosting a “business after hours” with your local chamber at city hall or a municipal recreation 
facility; 

·  co-authoring an editorial column with a business leader in your local paper or business 
journal about the important relationship between a strong city and a strong business 
environment; 

·  speaking to a local civic group about the important relationship between a strong city and a 
strong business environment; 

·  passing a proclamation and inviting local business leaders to be on hand; and 

·  appearing on a local radio or television talk show with a community business leader to 
discuss the importance of strong cities to the state’s competitiveness. 

Items in the MASC-provided toolkit include: 

·  “Cities Mean Business” ads that can be localized; 

·   “Value of cities” ads that can be localized; 

·  Talking points for a joint opinion column in your local paper written by the mayor or a 
councilmember with the local chamber president or other local business leader; 

·  Sample speech for civic club presentations; 

·  DVD of the latest Hometown Network News for use on PEG/local access channels or in civic 
club presentations: 

·  Suggested classroom activities for school visits; 

·  Generic “Cities Mean Business” brochure provided in various file formats so cities can add 
their logo or name; 

·  Sample resolution declaring “Cities Mean Business” month. Invite local business leaders to 
the meeting where the resolution is passed; 

·   “By the numbers” lists illustrating the value taxpayers get from city or town services; and 

·  Ideas for hosting (or co-hosting with the local chamber) an open house at city hall or another 
municipal venue. 

Statewide, the Municipal Association of South Carolina is supporting local activities by: 

·  advertising in statewide business publications and public radio; 

·  launching a Web site focused on city/business partnerships at www.citiesmeanbusiness.org;  

·  giving interviews on statewide television and radio talk shows; 

·  partnering with statewide business organizations to focus their members on increasing 
collaboration and communication around the competitiveness issue; and 
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·  having a “Cities Mean Business” month resolution introduced in the House and Senate for 
recognition on Hometown, SC Legislative Action Day.  

For a copy of the toolkit, visit MASC’s Web site at www.masc.sc, or contact Reba Campbell at (803) 
933-1245, or at rcampbell@masc.sc.  
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The following article appeared in the November 2007 edition of Western City Magazine, the official 
monthly publication of the League of California Cities. 

The James Irvine Foundation and the 
Community Technology Foundation of 
California have provided financial support to 
the League of California Cities’ (LCC) 
Institute for Local Government (ILG) to help 
increase local governments' capacity to more 
successfully implement inclusive public involvement processes.  The goal is to help cities and counties 
successfully involve their diverse communities in civic engagement efforts.  With an initial focus on the 
Central Valley, participating cities to date include Lodi, Madera, Selma, and Stockton. 

In Lodi, ILG translated redevelopment-related materials into Spanish and Urdu (a Pakistani language) 
for use on the city's website and to inform residents about issues relevant to upcoming public meetings 
regarding a redevelopment project.  

Lodi used digital meeting translation equipment purchased by ILG to ensure accessibility for non-
English-speaking residents. This same equipment is available on a first-come, first-served basis to other cities 
in the Central Valley and South San Joaquin regions through their LCC regional public affairs managers.  

Cities are also taking advantage of ILG support to add automatic translation capacity to their 
websites.  Selma is the first city to do this as part of the ILG project.  Machine translation is not 100 
percent accurate, but can be improved with a "dictionary" feature that helps with municipal terminology. 
This translation capacity can help inform residents about city services and meetings as well as demon- 
strate a city's interest in reaching out to engage all its residents.  

Other cities in the Central Valley and South San Joaquin regions are making use of ILG's network of 
individuals and organizations with expertise in immigrant integration and engagement.  Free consultations 
are available for local officials on topics ranging from expanding the diversity of public service recruit- 
ment pools to creating a website that is more responsive to immigrant needs and cultural practices.  

These services may be expanded to the Inland Empire area in the near future.  For more information, 
contact Terry Amsler, Director, Collaborative Governance Initiative, at tamsler@ca-ilg.org.  

Survey Directs ILG Civic Engagement Work  

ILG's Collaborative Governance Initiative recently mailed questionnaires to a sample of elected 
officials and staff in city and county government throughout California.  More than 1,000 officials are 
expected to reply and offer opinions about civic engagement in their communities and how ILG can 
provide practical assistance to help them successfully pursue public involvement.  
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Survey information is being compiled about policy and problem areas that local officials see as most 
appropriate for civic engagement, the types of public involvement that seem most useful, and a range of 
related questions.  

According to the initial responses, local officials get most of their information about civic engage- 
ment from other officials with similar roles, both in their own jurisdictions and in other areas of the state. 
In addition, elected officials and their staff gain knowledge from statewide membership organizations, 
with a significant percentage of staff also turning to their professional associations for information.  

Information from this survey will help ILG better understand local civic engagement-related needs     
and offer the most useful information to local officials through appropriate forums and formats.  For more 
information, visit the Collaborative Governance Initiative section of the ILG website at www.ca-ilg.org/cgi.  
�


0��  ���
�	��	����������:��������	����
)�����7��������
�������������	��������#�����
The following article appeared in the Monday, December 17 edition of Legislative Link, a weekly 
legislative update from the Michigan Municipal League. 

The Michigan State House of Representatives in mid December passed 
HB 4401, which creates a presumption that cancer for fire- fighters is 
work related and covered under Workers' Compensation.  The final vote 
tally was 81-27.  The Michigan Municipal League (MML) indicated 
opposition to the original bill in a floor letter to House members.  After 
discussions with bill sponsor and Majority Floor Leader Steve 
Tobocman (D-Detroit), the bill was amended to increase the years of 

service required for a firefighter from two to five.  This amendment also ensured the bill only pertained to 
firefighters (and not other fire department personnel).   

Other amendments suggested: having the state pay for any additional costs as a result of the bill 
(failed 52-54); increasing the years of service as a firefighter from five to ten (failed 36-72); increasing 
the number of years that a person cannot have smoked before making a claim (failed 29-76); requiring 
family medical history to be considered in proving the cancer was not work-related (withdrawn because 
of a lack of support); not allowing for presumption if the spouse is a smoker (withdrawn because of a lack 
of support); allowing only for respiratory tract cancer, and remove bladder, skin, brain, kidney, blood, and 
lymphatic cancers (withdrawn because of a lack of support); and not allowing for the presumption if a 
parent or sibling has had the same cancer (withdrawn because of a lack of support).   

There is misinformation that the bill increased the years of nonsmoking from five to ten, and that it 
only pertains to active firefighters, which is also untrue.  MML will continue to fight HB 4401 in the 
Michigan State Senate.   

For more information on HB 4401, contact Andy Schor, MML Legislative Associate, at 
aschor@mml.org, or at (517) 908-0300. 

For a copy of HB 4401, contact Scott Morris of NLC at morris@nlc.org, or at (202) 626-3021. 
�

 NLC Staff Wishes Everyone All the Best for a Great 2008!!! 
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The following article appeared in the December 2007 edition of LOCAL FOCUS, the official monthly 
publication of the League of Oregon Cities. 

The League of Oregon Cities’ (LOC) new Debt Issuance Manual covers the 
basic financing tools available to fund public projects and many of the 
requirements for using each tool, taking into account Oregon public finance laws.  
The manual also covers steps for approval and issuance of bonds and levies. 

This publication represents the combined efforts of LOC staff; the law firm of 
Orrick, Herrington and Sutcliffe LLP; the investment banking firm of Seattle 
Northwest Securities Corporation; and the public relations firm of C&M Communications.  These firms 
participated on a volunteer basis. 

Following its distribution to LOC members in October, additional copies of the manual are available 
for free download by LOC members on the league website.  Extra print copies can also be purchased for 
$30 each. 

�
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� By Daniel C. Vock, Stateline.org Staff Writer�

 

If a health disaster were to strike, Illinois doctors and nurses could hunt down 
emergency vaccines, track the spread of disease using the Internet, and deploy 
thousands of medical workers to cope with the crisis.  But their neighbors in 

Wisconsin and Iowa wouldn’t be quite as prepared. 

States are getting better at preparing for health emergencies, but their 
efforts are uneven, according to a nationwide scorecard released Tuesday, 
Dec. 18, 2007. 

“The improvements in state preparedness are encouraging, but the job of 
preparing the United States for major health emergencies is not nearly done,”  
said Jeff Levi, Executive Director of the Trust for America’s Health, a non-profit, 
non-partisan group working to make disease prevention a national priority.  

Seven states were rated as best-prepared, based on their performance in 10 areas: Illinois, Kentucky, 
Nebraska, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Virginia. At the bottom were Arkansas, Iowa, 
Mississippi, Nevada, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 

Even the lower rung of states achieved six of the group’s goals, which include having lab capacity to 
analyze biological and chemical samples, extending legal protections for medical volunteers in 
emergencies, and boosting funding for public health services. 

“We would argue that this does reflect some serious progress and argue further that this progress is 
potentially at risk if we don’t sustain the same funding commitment” at the state and federal levels, Levi said. 

One of the problems highlighted by the report is states’ inability or unwillingness to join federal 
efforts to prepare for a pandemic flu outbreak.  
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 Seven states (Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Massachusetts, Mississippi, North Dakota, and Rhode 
Island) didn’t buy discounted antiviral medicine, such as Tamiflu and Relenza, offered at a discount until 
July by the federal government.  Fourteen other states bought less than half their share. 

Under the arrangement, the federal government paid a quarter of the cost for 31 million treatment 
courses, at a cost of $170 million.  States shoulder the rest of the burden, for about $680 million. 

The idea is to spread out resources so they can be deployed quicker in an emergency.  But there are 
advantages to having the federal government, rather than states, stockpile the medicines.  States can only 
hold on to the medicine for seven years, while the federal government can keep the drugs as long as 
inspectors verify they’re still effective. 

“Given the states’ difficulties in meeting their commitments under the current guidelines, it is 
unlikely they will be able to meet future commitments.  Containment of a pandemic must be a national 
priority.  Any differences in capacity on a state-by-state basis place the entire nation at risk,” the report 
said. 

Another difficulty for states is declining federal funding for disaster preparedness.  If President 
Bush’s budget request is approved, that level will have decreased 25 percent over three years. 

The report highlighted progress as well. 

All states held emergency preparedness drills this year.  In July, Arizona and California National 
Guard units simulated the aftermath of an earthquake, in which thousands of evacuees from Los Angeles 
and San Diego would likely head to Phoenix.  

An 11-day exercise in Indiana in May was the largest disaster drill ever held.  Emergency responders 
dealt with mock incidents such as a nuclear bomb exploding in Indianapolis, hurricanes, and terrorist 
attacks on U.S. military bases. 

Also, 37 states and the District of Columbia this year had adequate plans to distribute emergency 
antidotes, antibiotics, surgical items, and other medical supplies stockpiled by the federal government. 
Last year, only 15 states had such plans in place. 

States continued to make strides in vaccinating seniors against the flu.  Last year, 37 states and the 
District of Columbia increased or maintained the vaccination rate of adults 65 and older; this year 39 
states and the District of Columbia met that goal. 

 

Contact Daniel C. Vock at dvock@stateline.org����


