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1.   Great Program in Place for 2008 State League Staff Workshop; Monday, June 23 Registration Deadline 
2.    Presumption Research Work to Begin 
3.    NLC Observes Jewish American Heritage Month 
4.    New PTI Jobs Website Helps Public Sector Agencies Fill Technology Positions 
5.    Web Seminar to Highlight State and City Data on Child Well-Being at KIDS COUNT Data Center 
6.    Registration Open for NLC’s Leadership Training Institute’s 16th Annual Leadership Summit 
7.    Western Municipal Conference Board Holds Conference Call Meeting 
8.    Former Michigan League Director Named a Starr Commonwealth Trustee Emeritus 
9.    California Treasurer Lockyer Briefs LCC Board on Municipal Bond Rating System  
10.  The MML Health Committee: Working for a Healthier Mississippi 
11.  Housing in Iowa: What are the problems and where to find solutions? 
12.  MASC Announces New Program for Local Government IT Professionals 
13   NCLM Recruitment Announcement 
14   Iowa League of Cities Recruitment Announcement: Director of Membership Services 
15.  States Wager on Racetrack Slots 
  


����	�����	��	���������
����	��������������������� �����
����	�����	��	���������
����	��������������������� �����
����	�����	��	���������
����	��������������������� �����
����	�����	��	���������
����	��������������������� �����
��	���������� �!"�#�����$�%�����	������&�� ������	���������� �!"�#�����$�%�����	������&�� ������	���������� �!"�#�����$�%�����	������&�� ������	���������� �!"�#�����$�%�����	������&�� ����� ���

����

NLC has been describing in great detail in the last several issues of League 
Letter the excellent program that has been put together for this year’s State League 
Staff Workshop in Denver, Colorado.  The workshop is scheduled for July 16 - 19.  
A very strong program has been developed because of the great work of the Staff 
Workshop Program Planning Committee.  Their expertise and their incisive input 
and suggestions make for a very well-rounded and solid program agenda.  Because 
the Program Planning Committee has worked on the program, the result is certain- 
ly a workshop for state league staff by state league staff. 

The preliminary staff workshop program can be accessed on the state league 
page of the NLC website, directions for which are toward the end of this article. 

Reminder on Hotel and Registration Deadlines 

The NLC room block at the Westin Tabor Center is sold out.  The cut-off date for 
reservations on the NLC room block at the Courtyard Denver Downtown, our 
overflow hotel, is Monday, June 23; this hotel is across the street from the Westin 
Tabor Center.  Please call the Courtyard Denver Downtown directly at (303) 571-
1114 and ask for reservations under the NLC room block. �

Completed registration forms for the 2008 State League Staff Workshop must 
be faxed (202) 626-3103) to Catherine Moses of the NLC staff by Mon., June 23.   

�
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State League Showcase Information Display Room  

At the Westin Tabor Center, site of the state league staff workshop, there will be space for display 
materials focused on innovative and creative state league programs.  NLC is encouraging all state leagues 
to send materials describing your programs for display at this year's staff workshop.  Materials can arrive 
three business days prior to the July 16 start of the workshop and should be shipped to the attention of the 
state league staff workshop attendee directly.  The hotel’s address is: 

Westin Tabor Center 
1672 Lawrence Street 

Denver, Colorado  80202 

When the boxes arrive, the reservation will be flagged, and the guest will be notified at check in.   

Access to Program Agenda and Registration Form on State League Page of NLC Website 

To access the preliminary program and the registration form for NLC’s 2008 State League Staff 
Workshop, please go to NLC's website at www.nlc.org. 

On the homepage, scroll down to and click on Links to State Leagues.  On the State Municipal 
Leagues page, scroll down to Conferences and Workshops and click on SML Staff Workshop (second 
item under Conferences and Workshops).  On the State League Staff Workshop page, click on SML 
Staff Workshop Preliminary Program.  

Questions 

For more information on the program, please contact either Scott Morris, Manager, State League 
Programs (202-626-3021 or morris@nlc.org) or Lesley-Ann Rennie, Staff Associate, State League 
Programs (202-626-3134 or rennie@nlc.org).   
����
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In April, the NLC Mutual Board of Directors and NLC-RISC Board of Directors each approved a 
$50,000 contribution to support the development of an issues paper on disease/illness presumption that 
identifies cost and policy drivers. 

The research project was one of seven recommendations made in a final report of the NLC 
Presumption Task Force, chaired by Steve Craig, Managing Director, Virginia Municipal League 
Insurance Programs.  Members of the Task Force were pool executives and state league directors. 

TriData Corporation will work with NLC to prepare the report.  The project participants intend to 
provide information to leagues and pools as soon as it becomes available rather than wait to release a 
single report.  

In connection with the research on this initial phase, the project consultants will be identifying 
existing medical literature and experts who can be called upon to serve as expert witnesses by state 
leagues dealing with presumption legislative proposals. 

In addition to this research project, RISC and NLC state league staff will continue to survey pools and 
leagues on an annual basis to determine changes in state presumption laws, maintain an electronic library 
on a secure website, and host a presumption listserv for pool and league staff. 

For more information about the research project and NLC’s presumption programs, contact Cathy Spain, 
Director, NLC Center for Member Programs, (202) 626-3123 or spain@nlc.org. 
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In late April, Public Technology Institute (PTI) introduced www.PublicTechJobs.com , a first-of-its-kind 
website that connects local government agencies with job seekers searching for technology-related positions. 

The site emphasizes jobs in information technology and E-government, environment and sustainability, 
public safety/homeland security, transportation management and geospatial information services. 

 City and county governments can use www.PublicTechJobs.com to post career opportunities and 
view resumes.  PTI members receive a discount rate when posting opportunities. 

Dr. Jeffrey Greenhut, military historian and docent at the National Museum of American Jewish 
Military History, spoke to NLC staff in early May about the museum, its programs, and Jewish 
military history. Dr. Greenhut is standing between NLC staff members Amanda Straub (l) and 
Tiffany Mitchell (r), who are both members of NLC’s Committee on Diversity Awareness and 
Community Involvement and arranged for Dr. Greenhut’s presentation. The National Museum of 
American Jewish Military History, under the auspices of the Jewish War Veterans of the USA, 
documents and preserves the contributions of Jewish Americans to the peace and freedom of the 
United States; educates the public concerning the courage, heroism and sacrifices made by Jewish 
Americans who served in the armed forces; and works to combat anti-Semitism. 
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 Individuals can post resumes, view job postings and receive E-mail alerts when new job 
opportunities are posted -- all for free. 

 “Government is often on the leading edge when it comes to developing and implementing technology 
solutions,” according to Alan Shark, PTI Executive Director.  “Of the many job-search tools on the web, 
only www.PublicTechJobs.com is devoted to technology positions in local government.” 

 PTI demonstrated www.PublicTechJobs.com at its 2008 Technology Leadership Conference and 
Exposition, May 6-8, 2008, in Miami-Dade County, Florida.  This conference brought together officials 
responsible for technology programs in local governments across the U.S. 

 For more information, contact Dale Bowen of PTI at dbpwen@pti.otg, or at (202) 626-2456.  Visit 
PTI online at www.pti.org. 
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State municipal league staff and member city officials are invited to 
participate in a Tues., June 24, 2:30 p.m. Eastern Time web seminar 
on how to use the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s KIDS COUNT Data 
Center (http://www.kidscount.org/datacenter/) to find state- and city-
level data on over 100 measures of child well-being.  The Data Center 

compiles information from the U.S. Census Bureau, the National Center for Health Statistics, the National 
Center for Education Statistics, and other agencies to present data in a clear, easy-to-understand format.  
Users can compare data for each state and the nation’s 50 largest cities, or by topics such as poverty, 
education, employment and income, youth risk factors, population and family characteristics, health, and 
children in immigrant families. Recently, this Web site has been made even more powerful by providing 
county and community-level data using state-specific information from local sources, such as health 
departments, human service agencies, and school districts (see http://www.kidscount.org/cgi-bin/cliks.cgi). 
The Center’s data for states and cities can be displayed numerically, as maps, or as graphs that show the 
data’s trend line for the past several years. 

Laura Beavers, senior associate at the Casey Foundation, will explain how local, state and national 
discussions about improving outcomes for children and youth can be enhanced through the high-quality 
data available on this Web site. She will also discuss Data Center features that are coming soon, including 
data sorted by Congressional districts, content syndication so that maps and graphs can be displayed and 
automatically updated on your Web site, and data for the five largest racial and ethnic groups by state.  
This web seminar is hosted by NLC’s Institute for Youth, Education, and Families (YEF Institute). If you 
have questions, please contact Michael Karpman at (202) 626-3072 or karpman@nlc.org. To register for 
this free web seminar, please click here: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=D_2bSt8LVhGLTzY2scdOiMKQ_3d_3d����
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The Board of Directors of the Western Municipal Conference 
(WMC) held a conference call in late May to talk about various 
items.  WMC Chair Pat Eklund, Mayor of Novato, California, 
attended a recent meeting of the Council of State Governments (CSG) 
– West Executive Committee in Napa Valley, California where she 

met with the CSG–West  Chair and Board.  Discussions centered on avenues of collaboration between 
WMC and CSG–West, including issues of mutual concern and a possible joint conference in the future.  
CSG–West has active policy committees dealing with issues, such as global warming and the mortgage 
crisis.  Mayor Eklund said she was delighted to learn that CSG–West members, who are state legislators, 
are excited to work with WMC members. 

The WMC Chair and WMC Coordinator Kevin Ritchie plan to attend the 2008 annual meeting of the 
Western Governors Association (WGA) in Jackson Hole, Wyoming at the end of June; during the 
conference, they will meet with WGA Executive Director Pam Inmann and her staff to talk about areas 
for cooperation and collaboration between WMC and WGA. 

Leadership and Executive Committee Appointments 

Dick Traini, who has been serving as WMC Vice Chair since last November, lost his bid for reelec-
tion to the Assembly of Anchorage, Alaska, and thus is ineligible to continue with his service.  Lou 
Ogden, Mayor of Tualitin, Oregon, was elected as the new WMC Vice Chair.  Colorado League Director 
Sam Mamet and Arizona League Director Ken Strobeck were nominated and elected to be the two league 
director members of the WMC Executive Committee. 

New WMC Website 

The Western Municipal Conference has a new website, www.westmc.org, that contains information 
that will be useful to WMC members, such as listings of the WMC Executive Committee and full Board, 
the WMC Bylaws, the 2008 Mission and implementation Plan, and issues of the WMC newsletter, called 
News of the Big West.  The WMC website will continue to develop. 

Adoption of Policies 

The WMC Board voted to adopt the following policies: 

1. The WGA’s Wildlife Corridors Resolution, which supports federal protections for crucial wildlife    
habitats and significant wildlife migration corridors in areas that are explored and/or developed for           
oil and gas. 

2. The WGA’s ENLIBRA Principles, which is a set of beliefs and values for protecting air, land, and water 
and which have proven effective in resolving environmental and natural resource disputes in a more 
inclusive manner (the word Enlibra was coined by the WGA to symbolize balance and stewardship). 

3. Participation in the WGA’s Renewable Energy Zones Project, the goal of which is to identify 
renewable energy zones in the West, how much energy can come from these zones, the cost of 
production, the transmission needed to these zones, the cost to share the transmission.  WMC 
Coordinator Ritchie is requesting by e-mail that a WMC member volunteer to represent WMC at     
the May 28 kick-off of this project in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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George Goodman with his wife, Judith 

 

WMC Board members were very excited that passage of these policies would start the process of 
strong collaboration with the Western Governors Association and other groups representing elected 
officials in the West. 
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George D. Goodman, former Executive Director of the 
Michigan Municipal League, has joined an exclusive 
group, becoming a Starr Commonwealth Trustee Emeritus. 

“George Goodman has contributed so much of his 
time, talents and treasures to Starr that we are forever 
grateful for his commitment to our mission,” said Dr. 
Martin Mitchell, President and CEO of Starr 
Commonwealth.  

“He embraced Starr’s core values of honesty, 
compassion, respect, responsibility and fairness during 
his tenure as a volunteer member and as leader of our 

Board of Trustees.  It has been a pleasure to serve Starr’s mission alongside George, and his legacy of 
service will live on in the thousands of children and families we continue to serve.” 

A dinner and ceremony to recognize Goodman was held April 9 at The Atheneum Hotel in downtown 
Detroit.  In attendance were staff, board members, friends and supporters of Starr as well as local and 
state dignitaries. 

Goodman joined the Starr Commonwealth Board of Trustees in 1983 and has since served two terms.  
During his tenure he has helped shape Starr into a national leader in the field of child welfare.  In addi- 
tion, he is the retired Executive Director of the Michigan Municipal League where he served for over 22 
years.  He recently completed his term as President and CEO of the Michigan Municipal League Founda- 
tion.  He also has been recognized and honored in many forums, including Common Cause with its Public 
Service Achievement Award, and selected as a fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration.  
He served as Mayor of Ypsilanti, Michigan for over ten years.   

“George’s 21 years of volunteer service to children is a remarkable and honorable achievement,” said 
Jon Rhoades, Chairman of the Starr Commonwealth Board of Trustees.  “More than ever, nonprofit 
organizations need the talent and skills of true leaders like George.  On behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
we thank him for his investment in the lives of children and families in our community.” 

Founded in 1913, Starr Commonwealth is an internationally recognized private, non-profit organiza- 
tion.  It serves children and families from locations in Albion, Battle Creek and Detroit, Michigan, and 
Van Wert and Columbus, Ohio.  Services range from foster care to residential treatment and in-home 
counseling programs that help young adults learn to live independently.  Starr also offers No Disposable 
Kids, a multi-faceted training program that helps schools identify their strengths, analyze their weakness- 
es, and utilize practical, prevention-oriented tools for creating safe and productive school environments. 

For more information on Starr Commonwealth, visit www.starr.org or call 800-837-5591. 

����
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Board Unanimously Supports Reform Effort  
 

The following article appears on the website of the League of California Cities, www.cacities.org.  

Although municipal bonds carry a very low default risk 
for investors, their ratings are subject to higher standards than 
corporate bonds, mortgage-backed securities and other debt 
investments. That fact has prompted California Treasurer Bill 
Lockyer, ten other state treasurers and financial officers from 
a number of local agencies, including the city of Los Angeles, 

to call for rating agency reform.  

Treasurer Lockyer briefed the League of California Ciries’ (LCC) board of directors during its April 
meeting on his campaign.  The board voted unanimously to support the campaign because of the impor- 
tance to the fiscal vitality of cities, especially given the current budget crisis. The League's Revenue and 
Taxation Policy Committee took a support position on this matter when it met in early April in Ontario.  

Lockyer explained to the board last week that the current rating system discriminates against local 
and state agencies which issue bonds which results in public agencies paying a higher interest on the 
bonds than private corporations with similar default exposure.  The practice penalizes taxpayers because 
public money that could be invested in infrastructure is instead being used to borrow at high interest rates.  

Under the current system, municipal bonds that are typically assigned an A rating by Standard & 
Poor's, Moody's, and Fitch Ratings can by upgraded to AAA if the agencies issuing the bonds purchase 
expensive bond insurance.  Lockyer estimates that in the past five years, California has spent $102 million 
purchasing insurance which is unneeded given the extremely low default rate.  

Municipal bonds are extremely safe investments, especially compared to other bonds. Standard & 
Poor's has found that the default rate of A-rated municipal bonds is just .023 percent, while corporate 
bonds have a default rate of 2.91 percent-or a 13 times greater chance of default than municipal bonds.  

During his presentation, the treasurer spoke about his frustration with the bond rating agencies which 
have not answered why municipal bonds are assigned such low ratings.  He has reminded them in  

correspondence and in his testimony to the House Financial Services Committee in March that California 
is the eighth largest economy in the world and has constitutional protection for debt repayment and that 
its bonds are extremely secure investments.  

The campaign calling for reform to the municipal bond rating system is getting attention across the 
country.  Moody's has begun an internal review of its rating practices and is considering a new global 
rating scale for all bonds.  Lockyer has also been encouraged by the public agencies that have begun to 
write letters and pass resolutions asking the rating organizations to review their methodologies and is 
optimistic that this will ultimately result in significantly lower interest rates for municipal bonds.  

After the LCC board voted unanimously to support the municipal bond rating reform campaign, LCC 
Executive Director Chris McKenzie notified the three rating agencies of the action. The LCC board is 
strongly urging cities to pass resolutions supporting municipal bond rating reform.  
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A sample resolution and letter to the rating agencies is available on the League's Web site, 
www.cacities.org.   

A recently launched Web site, www.treasurer.ca.gov/fairbondratings, with additional information to 
support the nationwide effort to reform how Wall Street rating agencies grade bonds issued by state and 
local governments.  

The site includes features to help interested parties register their support for a fair system that bases 
all bond ratings for both government and corporate issuers-on the risk the issuer will default. The Web 
site also includes background information, updates on the latest developments, a current list of supporters, 
news articles and opinion pieces. 
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The following article appeared in Volume 57, Number 1 of Mississippi Municipalities, a quarterly 
publication of the Mississippi Municipal League (MML). 
 

If the Mayor of Lucedale, Mississippi, Dr. Dayton Whites, M.D., had 
his way, every municipality in Mississippi would have a local program to 
promote healthy lifestyles. 

“Mississippi is the unhealthiest state in the nation with the highest rate 
of obesity, the highest premature death rate in the country, and the lowest 
use of seat belts and child restraints,” explains Mayor White. 

During a 38-year career as a family medicine physician, Mayor Whites saw the effects of unhealthy 
lifestyles every day, which is one reason why, when asked to chair the first-ever Mississippi Municipal 
League (MML) Health Committee, he enthusiastically accepted. 

“I feel very strongly that as elected officials, we can and should try to make changes at the local level 
that can improve the overall health of our citizens,” said Mayor Whites.  “There are far too many of our 
citizens engaged in unhealthy habits such as smoking, sedentary lifestyles, and poor diets.” 

Mayor Whites feels so strongly about this issue that he developed an education session entitled “A 
healthier Mississippi: One City at a Time,” which he has presented at the MML Annual Conference.  
Under his leadership, MML now has an active Health Committee made up of mayors who share Mayor 
Whites’s enthusiasm for programs to promote healthy living. 

Mayor Whites and the members of the MML Health Committee are focusing on the following areas: 

·  Encouraging cities and towns to adopt smoke-free ordinances. 

·  Encouraging cities and towns to make sure that parks and other outdoor facilities are adequate, safe, 
and family friendly. 

·  Working with local law enforcement to encourage citizens to buckle up. 

·  Training local law enforcement on the proper installation of child restraints and setting up check points 
for training citizens. 

·  Engaging local schools in promoting physical fitness and proper diets to combat childhood obesity. 
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·  Organizing an enthusiastic health committee comprised of local citizens and business leaders to help 
promote healthy lifestyles. 

·  Lastly, the MML Health Committee encourages elected officials to make programs to promote healthy 
living a priority in their communities. 

 

Recently, members of the MML Health Committee attended a “Healthy Cities Summit” sponsored by 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, the Cooperative Extension Service at Mississippi state University, and the Delta 
Alliance.  The summit focused on four subjects: car seat safety; smoke free cities; seat belt campaigns; 
and a community fitness program called “Mississippi In Motion.”  Presentations were given on each 
subject.  Some of the most interesting facts were presented by Dr. Michael Hughes, Director of Safe Kids 
Mississippi, who demonstrated proper installation for the various child safety seats.  He shared one very 
alarming statistic:  Mississippi has a car seat misuse rate of 95%.  He further explained that proper 
installation and use of child restraint devices can cut infant deaths in car accidents by 71% and toddler 
deaths by 54%.  These facts generated much discussion by committee members who all agreed that 
training on the proper installation of car seats should be done at the local level.  Another presentation was 
made by the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety regarding the importance of wearing seat belts.  Mem- 
bers of the committee agreed that there should be a strong effort to promote the “Click It or Ticket” 
campaign during the month of May. 

“Eventually, poor health costs all of us.  Millions of dollars are spent in Mississippi by local, state, 
and federal agencies to care for the chronically ill.  The most productive part of life is lost with premature  
deaths of Mississippians,” said Mayor Whites. 

Expect to hear more from the MML Health Committee as they focus on making Mississippi cities healthier. 

For more information, contact MML Deputy Executive Director Shari Veazey at (601) 353-5854, or 
at shari1@mmlonline.com.        
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           By Shannon Paseka, Project and Research Associate for the Iowa League of Cities 
 

The following article appeared in the May 2008 edition of Cityscape, the monthly publication of the Iowa 
League of Cities. 
�

����Although housing has always been an issue for the cities of Iowa, it has been put 
under the microscope even more in recent months.  On top of the mortgage crisis faced 
across the United States, the cities in Iowa are facing another housing issue.  This 
predicament comes from a decrease in the overall assessed values of their residential 
properties, due mostly to the slowdown of their small regional economies and a lack of 
new construction in the area.  Approximately 269 of Iowa’s cities saw a decrease in the 
amount of total residential property assessments from Fiscal Year 2004/2005 to Fiscal 

Year 2007/2008. 

     These issues have given the Iowa League of Cities a reason to take a closer look at housing in the 
cities of Iowa.  The Iowa League of Cities Housing Task Force has been charged with helping the cities of 
Iowa find resources to help them with these pressing housing issues.  The task force is made up of League 
staff and city officials from across the state.  
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    The first push from this committee will be adding a housing section to the League’s web site. It will 
cover four main areas including: new housing development, existing housing, downtown housing and 
affordable housing.  The first section of the housing portion of the site will go live in the near future and 
will cover affordable housing.  The rest of the housing site will be active by our 2008 Annual Conference 
and Exhibit in September.   

    The toughest challenge in obtaining affordable housing for your community is finding ways to finance 
it.  Different organizations at the state and federal level provide assistance through a variety of programs, 
grants, loans and tax credit plans.  While the most popular solution seems to be Community Development 
Block Grants (CDBG) or some other type of loan, there are other types of financing options available.  
The housing information provided on the League’s Web site will help provide the toolbox of resources 
and information related to housing. 

    However the most innovative approach to affordable housing seems to be “Green” or “Environmentally 
Friendly” options.  Organizations across the country are providing financial and other benefits for cities 
that are greening up their housing initiatives.  The Iowa Department of Economic Development (IDED) 
has helped lead the way into green development by implementing new green criteria into future housing 
projects and providing a variety of other green assistance to cities.  Other organizations are promoting 
green in their programs also, including the Center on Sustainable Communities, the U.S. Green Building 
Council, Energy Star and many more.  

    For more information, go to the Housing section on the League’s web site, under Resources, then 
Search By Topic.  Questions about this article or information on the Web site can be directed to Shannon 
Paseka, Project and Research Associate for the Iowa League of Cities, at (515) 244-7282, or at 
shannonpaseka@iowaleague.org. 
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The following article appears on the homepage of the Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC). 
 

Local governments must prepare for the ever-expanding and ever-
changing technology age we live in. Information technology and GIS 
professionals must effectively manage their expanding roles, protect local 
governments against constant security threats and keep up with the feverish 

pace of new technology.   

To that end, the Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC) recently announced an education and 
certification program for local government information technology professionals.  The education program is 
designed to equip technology leaders with the tools necessary to manage and improve their respective organi- 
zation's technology assets.  Through lectures, case studies, and examples, participants will examine specific 
local government issues and draw on each others experience to provide both theoretical and practical applied 
knowledge to the challenges. Topics will include IT governance, project management, and risk management. 

Certification  
       Successful completion of the Education Program satisfies the education requirements needed for the 
Certified Government Chief Information Officer designation. Candidates must also meet the following 
minimum eligibility requirements:  
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1. An associate’s degree from an accredited institution;  

2. Current local government employee experience; 

3. At least three years of primary technology-oriented government employment during the last 10 
years, with at least one year of managerial experience; 

4. Active member of Government Management Information Sciences; and 

5. Accept and observe the GMIS Professional Code of Ethics. 

Continuing Education Requirements 

After receiving certification, candidates must accumulate a minimum of 20 hours of continuing 
professional education credits each year.  

Partnering Organizations 

The Education Program is sponsored by the Municipal Association of South Carolina and the Munici- 
pal Technology Association of SC, an affiliate organization of MASC. All instruction will be provided by 
The Center for Public Technology at the University of North Carolina’s School of Government.  

The certifying organizations are the Government Management Information Sciences (GMIS) and the 
Center for Public Technology at the University of North Carolina’s School of Government. 
>>>> ����
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The North Carolina League of Municipalities (NCLM) is initiating the 
recruitment process for the following position.  Anyone who meets the require- 
ments and is interested in being considered for this position should visit NCLM’s 
website at www.nclm.org and submit resume to jobs@nclm.org .  

Legislative Director 

The North Carolina League of Municipalities is seeking an experienced professional to represent our 
541 member cities and towns as chief legislative lobbyist on the full range of municipal issues in the 
North Carolina General Assembly.  Responsible for coordinating and supporting the legislative advocacy 
efforts of municipal officials, based on policies adopted by the membership; keeping municipal officials 
well informed about legislative issues and enhancing grassroots contacts; developing and implementing 
legislative strategies; testifying before legislative committees and communicating effectively with 
legislators, staff and media; supervising general and fiscal research on legislative issues; and supervising 
drafting of legislative proposals, analysis of bills and preparation of accurate and timely summaries.  
Work closely with other staff members to support the membership’s policy development process and 
provide sound advice to municipal officials on legislative matters.  Also supervise work on regulatory 
issues and communications with state agencies on municipal issues. 

Require bachelor’s degree; advanced degree such as law or master’s of public administration/policy 
would be a plus. Candidates should have 10 or more years of relevant government relations and public 
policy experience.  Strong interpersonal and communication skills, sound ethics and professional judg- 
ment, tact, courtesy and discretion in frequent contact with public officials are essential.  Prefer some 
supervisory experience. Require valid NC driver’s license. 

Position reports to NCLM Executive Director.  Salary commensurate with experience, excellent 
benefits, position open until filled.  NCLM is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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The Iowa League of Cities seeks qualified candidate for Director of Membership 
Services.  Applicant will possess excellent communication skills, both oral and 
written; innovative analytical aptitude; knowledge of local government operations 
including budget, finance, taxation, and general administration; demonstrated ability 
to develop training programs including planning, material development, and 
presentation.  Position involves in-state travel, some evenings, and occasional 

weekends.  This position is a member of the management team.  Competitive salary commensurate with 
experience.  Paid parking, excellent benefits package.  Masters in Public Administration, or other 
advanced degree preferred; however, any combination of education and experience that demonstrates 
ability to fulfill minimum qualifications is acceptable.  Preferred candidate will have municipal 
government or municipal league, COG, or regional government experience.  Please send letter and 
resume, salary requirements, and references by Friday, May 30, 2008 (Application deadline extended to 
June 13, 2008) to: Executive Director, Iowa League of Cities, 317 Sixth Avenue, Suite 800, Des Moines, 
IA 50309. 
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              By Pamela M. Prah, Stateline.org Staf f Writer  
  

Adding slots to racetracks is the dealer’s choice in statehouses looking for 
more revenue. 

States are betting that Americans’ love for gambling will help them 
beat a faltering economy as new racetrack casinos or “racinos” open this 

year in Indiana, Pennsylvania, and New York. Maryland and Kansas are also 
working toward cashing in on the one-armed bandits that bankroll important 
state programs from Maine to Florida. 

 “Racinos are the best way to go” for states looking to strictly boost 
revenue, rather than other gambling proposals that also aim to create jobs, said 

Clyde W. Barrow, director of the Center for Policy Analysis at the University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth.  

 Racetrack casinos are seen as an easier sell to voters than casinos, because 
the proposals generally don't involve building new facilities, but simply 

adding slot machines to tracks or other venues where gambling already is 
sanctioned. In some cases, adding slots to racetracks is pitched as a way to help 

bolster a state's own racing industry. 

 Also, higher taxes are levied on slots at racetracks than at casinos, making racinos more desirable to 
cash-strapped states. 

 Racinos brought $2.2 billion in 2007 to state and local governments in the 11 states that allow them, 
a 54.6-percent increase from the previous year, according to the American Gaming Association. 
Commercial casinos, excluding American Indian casinos, brought in more than $5 billion to 12 state and 
localities’ coffers over the same period.  
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 Just in 2007, three new racinos opened in Pennsylvania and one in Florida. In New York, three new 
racetrack casinos saw their first full year of operation.  

 And more racinos are in the offing as states try to keep their gamblers home rather than losing their 
millions of dollars to out-of-state casinos and tracks: 
  

·  Indiana, which already has 11 commercial casinos, will open two horse tracks in downstate this 
summer that will feature 2,000 slot machines and compete against neighboring Michigan and 
Illinois, both of which have casinos but no racinos.    

·  Pennsylvania, which already has 15,000 slots at its six racinos and one casino, expects to add 
another 1,200 slots this year. When the gambling law is fully implemented, Pennsylvania will 
have 61,000 slots, second only to Las Vegas. West Virginia in 2007 legalized poker and 
blackjack at its racinos to better compete with Pennsylvania, which doesn’t have table games.   

·  Maryland voters this November will get to settle a long-running feud in Annapolis over whether 
to legalize 15,000 slots at tracks to bolster the state’s horse-racing industry.  The state figures 
Marylanders spend up to $650 million gambling in nearby Delaware, West Virginia, and 
Pennsylvania.   

·  New York, which sees its residents gambling in Jersey’s Atlantic City and now Pennsylvania, 
 plans to allow 4,500 video slot machines at the Aqueduct thoroughbred track in Queens, which 
would dwarf the total of 13,000 slots at eight other racetracks in the Empire state.    

·  Kansas is still waiting for the state’s highest court to rule whether its 2007 gambling law is legal. 
It would bring 2,200 slot machines to two racetracks and an unlimited number of slots in four 
commercial casinos in the country’s heartland to compete with commercial gambling operations 
in Iowa, Missouri and Colorado.    

·  Massachusetts and New Hampshire are mulling proposals that would add slots to racetracks  
and/or bring casinos to their states to compete with neighboring states that already have gambling.  

 

The Rev. Richard McGowan, a Boston College professor and author of the 2008 book, "The 
Gambling Debate,” likens the current competition among states for more slots and more gambling profits 
to states’ rush in past years to get lotteries, which all but eight states now have. “States are really 
competing for this [gambling] revenue,” he said.  

 Gambling is a bona fide business in all but two states for a simple reason: It’s an easy way to get 
dollars flowing into the states without raising taxes. Thirty years ago, gamblers had to venture to Las Vegas 
or Atlantic City to bet legally. Today, every state except Hawaii and Utah has some form of gambling. 

 The racino slice of the overall commercial gambling pie is growing faster than even American Indian 
gaming, which has been outpacing commercial casinos in recent years, according to Alan Meister, an 
economist and consultant with Analysis Group. Meister figures the growth of racinos was 1.7 times 
greater than that of Indian gaming overall and 2.5 times greater than commercial casinos in 2006, the 
most recent year available for that information 

 American Indian gaming generated seven times the total revenue that racinos did in 2006, but the 
states’ share that year from the racinos, taxed at a higher rate, surpassed what they collected from the 
American Indian operations. In the nearly 30 states with tribal casinos, states and localities took in more 
than $1 billion from fees and revenue-sharing agreements in 2006 while racinos provided 11 states and 
localities with $1.4 billion in taxes that year. 
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 Taxes are typically collected at much higher rates at racetracks than commercial casinos. Delaware, 
New York, Rhode Island and West Virginia don’t have traditional tax rates, because these states actually 
own the slots equipment. They give back a certain percentage to the operator -- from a low 27 percent in 
Rhode Island to 48 percent in Delaware. Illinois slaps the highest tax among those states with commercial 
casinos, with a graduated tax rate from 15 percent to 50 percent of gross gaming revenue.  

 McGowan has estimated that 17 states generate more than 5 percent of their budget from racinos, 
casinos and lotteries. But in some states, gambling contributes much more — 12 percent in West Virginia, 
which has racinos, and 11 percent in Louisiana, which has both casinos and racinos, according to McGowan. 

 The slowing economy and high gas prices, however, are taking a hit at some casinos, once 
considered recession-proof. Overall, revenues are down at casinos in Las Vegas, Atlantic City, St. Louis 
and Mississippi, compared to a year ago. Racinos are raking in the dough in Pennsylvania, New York and 
Maine, but all three racinos in Delaware have seen revenue declines, primarily because of new 
competition from Pennsylvania. 

 But many experts say states can still enter the gambling fray and claim a hefty chunk of revenue. “In 
very few places have we reached the saturation point,” said Barrow, who estimates that the New England 
gaming market still has about $2 billion in untapped demand. 

 But whether that should be pursued and state-sanctioned gambling in general are not without con- 
troversy. Opponents argue that any form of gambling begets crime, gambling addictions and other social 
ills that can end up costing the state more in the long run. 

 In Kentucky, state lawmakers were deeply divided over Gov. Steve Beshear’s (D) call to let voters  
decided whether to allow a limited number of casinos in the state. Lawmakers adjourned without taking action. 

 A Lexington Herald-Leader poll in May found that 81 percent disagreed with the General 
Assembly’s decision, but half said they would have voted against the measure if it had made it on the 
ballot. The casino question was a centerpiece issue in Beshear’s run for governor in 2007, when he upset 
Republican incumbent Gov. Ernie Fletcher. 

 In Massachusetts, House Speaker Sal DiMasi (D) said he received death threats for opposing Gov. 
Deval Patrick’s (D) plan to legalize three casinos, which Patrick figured could generate $2 billion in 
economic activity, including $400 million a year for state coffers, and 20,000 jobs.  

While the governor’s plan was killed in the House, there is still talk of possibly moving a slimmed-
down gambling proposal that would allow slots at racetracks. Another option on the table is to let voters 
decide whether they want casinos. 
 

Contact Pamela M. Prah at pprah@stateline.org 

 


