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Outstanding Program in Place for 2009 Statgle Staff Workshop; Monday, June 8 Registratioadee
News Briefs from Institute for Youth, Educatjand Families

NLC Celebrates Asian Pacific American Heritdgenth

SMC Holds Leadership and Board of Directorsetfays in Late April

NLC Joins the Texas League and Other Leagu&pen Meetings Law Challenge
LMC's Fiscal Conditions Survey Includes Otls¢ates

KLC Announces New Bi-Monthly Magazine in Pantship withLexington Herald-Leader
CCM Reverse Auction Program Now Open for T@md School District Bids

Arkansas Municipal League Celebrates 75 Yet8ervice

10. NYCOM's 108 Annual Meeting & Training School

11. VML'’s Go Green Virginia Program Recognized

12. OML Executive Director Carolyn Stager PensiBon Recovery from 1999 Tornado
13. NLC Leadership Summit in September

14. Tracking the Recession: Car Dealer Closings Adid to State Budget Woes
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NLC has been describing in great detail in the

NLC’s 2009 State League Staff Workshop :
last several issues beague Lettethe excellent

July 15-18, 2009 program agenda that has been put together for this
The Galt House Hotel & Suites year’s State League Staff Workshop in Louisville,
140 North Fourth Street Kentucky. The workshop is scheduled for July 15-
Louisville, Kentucky 18. A very strong program has been developed
Registration Fee: $275 because of the great work of the Staff Workshop
Guest Fee: $55 per person Program Planning Committee. Their expertise and

their incisive input and suggestions make for g ver
Y well-rounded and solid program agenda. Because
the Program Planning Committee has worked on
Contact Scott Morris or Lesley-Ann Rennie for the program, the result is certainly a workshop for
more information. state league staff by state league staff.

Workshop Registration Form is due to NLC
Monday, June 8

The link for the staff workshop program ktp://www.nlc.org/ ASSETS/
8AO0C66EDA4E4116B39F102EAD98ES1F/2009%20SML%20St# WV orkshop. pdf

Reminder on Hotel and Regqistration Deadlines

The NLC room block at the Galt House Hotel & Suitapires orMonday, June 8 Please call the
Galt House directly at (502) 589-5200 or toll fedel-800-The-Galt and ask for reservations under th
National League of Cities room block. The hotdbisated at 140 North Fourth Street in Louisville.



Completed registration forms for the 2009 StategueaStaff Workshop must be faxed (202-626-
3103) to Catherine Moses of the NLC staff\dgnday, June 8

State League Showcase Information Display Room

At the Galt House, site of the state league staflkehop, there will be space for display materials
focused on innovative and creative state leagugranas. NLC is encouraging all state leagues td sen
materials describing your programs for displayhés year's staff workshodmportant : All packages or
boxes stored at the hotel in excess of 14 dayswiltharged at a daily rate of $5.00 per day. &gekor
boxes containing materials on state league progcamdbe sent to:

Attn: YOUR NAME
National League of Cities Meeting, July 15-18
Galt House Hotel and Suites
140 North Fourth Street
Louisville, Kentucky 40202
***OFFICIAL MEETING MATERIALS***

Upon arrival, if the hotel has received your shipiria advance, you will receive a notice at check-
in. Requests for delivery of your inbound matesials well as arrangements for outbound materials,
should be made to one of the following team memaete Galt House: Meeting Coordinators Scott
Morris at (571) 214-1594 or Lesley-Ann Rennie &1(3325-3962), Bell Staff, Front Desk, or diredily
the Shipping Manager at (502) 589-5200, x 4176.

Questions

For more information on the program, please corgiiber Scott Morris, Manager, State League
Programs (202-626-3021 prorris@nlc.ory or Lesley-Ann Rennie, Staff Associate, State lueag
Programs (202-626-3134 mennie@nlc.ory
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Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino and Social Entreprener William Strickland to Keynote

State municipal league directors, staff, and mernligofficials are
invited to attend th@009National Summit on Your City’s Families.
As the nation’s largest gathering of municipal ke@dvho are working
to improve the lives of children, youth, and faemlj the biennial Sum-
mit will take place this year oBctober 11-13, 2009, in Boston, MA.

2009 National Summit on Your City’s Families

The Summit’s keynote speakers will Beston Mayor Thomas M. Mening founding chair of NLC’s
Council on Youth, Education, and Families, akilliam Strickland , the inspiring president and CEO of
Pittsburgh’s Manchester Bidwell Corporation. Tharnit's high-quality training sessions, workshops,
and site visits will feature cutting-edge city imations and strategies for helping families copinthe
economic crisis. Areas of focus will include:

Family financial stability

School improvement/dropout prevention
Youth employment

Afterschool programming

Access to college




Youth violence prevention

Early literacy/school readiness

Youth civic engagement

Childhood obesity prevention

Strategies to reengage disconnected youth
Citywide “infrastructure” to sustain local initiaes

More than 400 mayors, council members, senior nip@listaff, and school and community partners
from over 150 cities are expected to attend therBiimThese local leaders will learn and share pest-
tices from cities across the nation and will hawe @apportunity to participate in site visits to avative
Boston programs for children, youth, and families.

To register, or to download sample journal and thettes articles, ads, logos, and other promotional
information that can be shared with your leaguessnioers, visitvwww.nlc.org/iyef/yefsummit.aspx
Please contact Michael Karpman at (202) 626-307 karpman@nlc.orgvith questions or to discuss
opportunities to highlight the Summit.

Statewide Mayoral Summits on Afterschool to be Heldn up to Five States

NLC'’s Institute for Youth, Education, and Familiess invited the 38 statewide afterschool networks
supported by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundaticapgy for $5,000 grants and technical assistamce t
sponsor Mayoral Summits on Afterschool/Out-of-Sdhlame in up to five states. These statewide
afterschool networks build partnerships among statkelocal policymakers, providers, and advocates t
shape state policy and funding for afterschool @ogning.

The summits seek to build stronger bridges betvetatewide afterschool networks, state municipal
leagues, and municipal leaders in selected statbgvél provide local officials with an opportunitp
share ideas on how to develop citywide afterschgsiems and advance state afterschool policy and
funding initiatives.

State municipal leagues and member city officidt®\&re interested in attending one of these summits
are encouraged to inform their statewide aftersichetwork about this opportunity. For more infotioa
about these statewide summits, contact Bela Shstieht@nlic.or@r at (202) 626-3057. Visitrww.
statewideafterschoolnetworks.netsee if there is a statewide afterschool netwepkesenting your state.

YEF Institute Working with State Leagues to SponsorYouth Civic Engagement Forums

With funding from the Surdna Foundation, NLC'’s YHEistitute is working with state municipal
leagues to host a series of youth civic engagefoemins. These forums will bring together localotbsl
officials, youth leaders, and other key communiiksholders to help develop a framework for how
cities can promote authentic youth civic engagemaihrough this initiative, the Institute seeks to
strengthen municipal leaders’ capacity as theytereeaningful youth participation opportunities.
These youth civic engagement efforts enable yowagple to influence public policy and planning,
assist decision-makers in crafting effective pekcibuild skills and confidence, and help enhahe t
communities’ quality of life. The Institute hasgum developing this framework by surveying former
youth leaders and experts in youth developmentyanth leadership.

Over the next 5 months, the Institute will be dodleating with state municipal leagues at upcoming
league conventions or meetings to explore oppdragnio host a discussion among state league member
city officials before, during, or after the everfiorums are currently scheduled or have alreadntakace
in California, Colorado, Minnesota, and North Dakotf you are interested in hosting a forum at an
upcoming convention or meeting, please contact lAauirews at (202) 626-3039, oratdrews@nlc.org
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NLC's Diversity Awareness and Community Involvem@ACI) Committee observed the
contributions of Asians and Pacific Islanders il iifay by hosting a session Berspectives on Labor
and the Economfor NLC staff.

Pictured in the first photo is Angela Rosales, DAOMmittee Member and NLC’s Thomas M.
Menino Fellow (r) with guest speaker Xiong Min (§ho is the Washington Bureau Chief f%™
Century Business Herald major national daily newspaper in mainland @hiXiong Min came to
Washington, D.C. during the summer of 2008, aditeteWashington correspondent for her publication.
She covered the 2008 U.S. presidential electioth,namv covers U.S. — China economic-related news.
Before coming to D.C., Xiong Min worked at the pgpé&hanghai Bureau at the international news desk.
Prior to her time at th21* Century Business Heraldhe was a news assistant for a number of U.S. and
European journalists in Shanghai, including comesients from the New York Times and the Agence
France-Presse, which is the French news agencthandorld’s oldest news agency. She received jour-
nalism training at Fudan University, Shanghai, kn@sg the best journalism school in China. Xiong Mi
shared her personal history and her thoughts wii@ Btaff on economic and political relations betwee
the U.S. and China, such as trade disputes amesh#ing fallout from the global economic meltdown

Angela Rosales is also pictured in the second plvitoM. Amado Uno, the Executive Director of
the Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance (APALAIne of six constituency organizations of the AFL-
CIO. Prior to joining APALA, Amado worked with Aen Pacific Islander American Vote (APIAVote),
an organization dedicated to increasing the cimgagement of Asian Pacific Americans (APA), where
he implemented their national voter mobilizationgnam. Before relocating to Washington D.C.,
Amado worked for Preschool California, part of aetvide campaign working to achieve universal
preschool. After completing his undergraduate eedrom the University of California at Santa Cruz,
Amado worked as a youth counselor with the Asiagifleaslander Youth Promoting Advocacy and
Leadership (AYPAL) project, a collaboration of siemmunity-based organizations designed to empower
and train the next generation of APA leaders. Amniadh recipient of the Public Policy and Interoaél
Affairs (PPIA) Fellowship and the Coro Fellowshipdareceived his graduate degree in Public Policy
from Carnegie Mellon University. His presentatfonused on his knowlege and experience with the
Asian American Labor Movement and where it is helade
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By Mary Jo Fields, Secretary-Treasurer, Southern Muicipal Conference

At the Southern Municipal Conference’s (SMC) Leatigy
meeting held April 23-25 in Bastrop, Texas, InCegydounder
Kevin Baum gave a riveting presentation on the rieedxtra-
ordinary leadership in extraordinary times. Bauged conference
participants to get clear on their purposes; knmarty what the task
is in order to accomplish the purpose of the task;for help; think
differently; realize that people do not expect Evado be perfect; but

to be honest and to talk to them; and take a risk.
SOUTHERN MUNICIPAL

CONFERENCE, INC. Baum illustrated his remarks through personal égpees from his
work as the Fire Chief in Austin, Texas. For exmfollowing a series of fires in the city in hagsin
which the smoke detectors had failed, Baum sa&dpress conference that he needed help getting the
problem solved. The result was that a number oplgeand organizations volunteered their time and
effort to develop a marketing campaign that focusedhecking smoke alarms to make sure that they

had not outlived their usefulness.

NLC Director of Federal Relations Carolyn Colengave a timely report on activities in Washing-
ton, D.C., including an update on funding programder the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Elected officials and executive directors fromtggpating leagues gave brief summaries of
legislative activities in their states. A commaberne developed: “I've been doing this a long tiarg] it
just keeps getting worse.” Participants discuggeding dissatisfaction with the relationship bedwe
legislators and municipalities.

SMC Board of Directors Meeting

The SMC board of directors met at the conclusiothefleadership meeting. There was extensive
conversation on a number of topics of interesh&National League of Cities (NLC) and the stadgles.

George Lewis, Executive Director of the Mississiphinicipal League, said he had proposed a Blue
Ribbon Panel to NLC to assure that the distributibfunding in future stimulus legislation is more
equitable to small cities, and that there is aroopmity for them to obtain more of that vital fung. It
was suggested that the SMC board issue an invitadidlLC Executive Director Don Borut to attend the
next SMC conference on August 20-22 in MontgomAtsthama to discuss a more effective strategy for
distribution of these funds.

This led to a discussion about how more effectivatagies could be developed for small cities and
towns to deal with and work with state agenciesfaw the needs and interests of small towns coald b
better articulated and represented. SMC board reesnkere in agreement that with the state leagues
representing numerous small cities, avenues sheistl to ensure a greater role for them withowdredi-
ing larger cities. Also discussed was the gentiaking at both the state and national governnerls
that small local governments lack the capabilitgledling with and addressing their problems and
challenges.

The SMC board decided that these and other isslaed to small cities would be the general theme
of the SMC conference in Montgomery in August:
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1) developing a stronger voice for small cities;

2) improving the image of small cities;

3) how small cities can be partners with the saie federal governments; and
4) how to have input in state and federal goveraanc

Also discussed was a grant that NLC had receivad the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) to develop a series of crisis leadership mansent workshops for elected officials. One megtin
has been held, and approximately 40 workshopstal lelected officials are being scheduled for this
summer and fall. Jim Weed, Program Manager foDiHS Grant, is the contact person at NLC, and he
can be reached ateed@nlc.orgr at (202) 626-3051.

There were two constitutional legal issues thatecamduring the SMC board meeting. Ellis
Hankins, Executive Director of the North Carolin@algue of Municipalities, discussed the possibdita
lawsuit to be filed by NLC and the National Insti&wf Municipal Law Officers, Inc. on the constituni-
ality of a federal collective bargaining act. Heeessed his hope that SMC would be a party to auch
suit. SMC board members agreed that this issuem@srtant to the SMC membership.

Frank Sturzl, Executive Director of the Texas Muypat League, mentioned a very good decision for
local government that was recently issued by th€iscuit Court of Appeals. The case, discussed in
detail in the next article (Article 5), has to dd@wan alleged violation of the criminal provisiookthe
Texas Open Meetings Act (TOMA) by two members ef Aipine, Texas city council.

Energy issues also were discussed. Perry Roquetageutive Director of the Alabama League of
Municipalities, asked if other leagues had beeriaiad by electric utilities about the renewablergy
initiatives underway in Congress, and that thosalavbe harmful for Alabama. The effect on coal
producing states was briefly discussed. Greerggragrportunities for cities also were mentione@as
good topic.

For questions on the Southern Municipal Conferemdts recent leadership and board meetings,
please contact Mary Jo Fields, SMC Secretary-Treasatmfields@vml.orgor at (804) 523-8524. Ms.
Fields is the Director of Research at the Virgidianicipal League. Delhi, Louisiana Mayor Lynn Lewi
is SMC chair, and Marion, North Carolina Mayor Eatée Clark is SMC vice chair.
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The following article is excerpted from a summaithe April 25 Southern Municipal Conference (SMC)
board meeting, written by SMC Secretary-TreasuraryMlo Fields; an e-mail to NLC'’s federal legisla-
tive listserv, written by NLC Principal Legislati@unsel Lars Etzkorn; and a summary of the Rangra
vs. Brown case that appears on the Legal Pageeofilihois Municipal League website.

NLC recently joined the Texas Municipal League (T)Mas well as the
lllinois and South Dakota Municipal Leagues, imfy a brief with the Fifth
Circuit Court that argues restrictions on the d@dfispeech of local elected
officials are subject to strict scrutiny review,as regulations of speech by other
individuals. The case is Rangra vs. Brown.

Two city council members in Alpine, Texas had belicted for violating
the criminal provisions of the Texas Open MeetiAgs (TOMA) after they

6



exchanged private emails discussing whether taacatiuncil meeting to consider a public contradte
charges were later dropped. However, the two dbommbers challenged the constitutionality of the
TOMA provisions as content-based speech regulatimatsviolated the First Amendment. The district
court dismissed the claim, but on appeal, the Eiticuit reversed the dismissal, issuing a strongly
worded opinion on the right of officials to freeeggh and holding that any limitation on that rigas to
be carefully tailored.

The strict scrutiny test (mentioned in the firstggaaph) governs challenges for assessing laws that
regulate speech on the basis of content. A spegghation is content-based if it defines the ratpd
speech by reference to its content. Accordindp¢oappellate court, the TOMA provisions were conten
based because the question of whether a quorumbdit mfficials may communicate with each other
outside of an open meeting depends on whetheroihiermt of their speech refers to “public business.”
Because the TOMA provisions are content-basedgpipellate court remanded the case to the district
court to determine whether the provisions furtheompelling state interest and whether they are
narrowly tailored to serve that interest.

There are now two motions for rehearing: (1) theabeattorney general has filed a motion to overturn
the original opinion; and (2) the plaintiffs (thigyoofficials who were prosecuted for violating thexas
Open Meeting Act) filed a competing motion for ratieg. The competing motion argues that the trial
record is complete, and that the Fifth Circuit ddqust declare the criminal provision unconstibugl.
TML’s brief supports the plaintiffs’ motion, and lo\gfinition is opposed to the Attorney General siom.

Joining NLC, TML, and the other two state munitig@agues on the brief were the Texas City
Attorneys Association and the International Munétipawyers Association.
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By Rachel Walker and Lena Gould, Policy Analysis &iff, League of Minnesota Cities

For the past several years, the League of Minndsititss (LMC)
has invited other state leagues to participatenmubi-state fiscal
conditions survey. This year, state leagues indiana, Michigan,
Missouri, North Dakota, Oregon, Pennsylvania, S@diolina, and
West Virginia participated in the project with LMQC.eagues have the
opportunity to add survey questions on issues iafraeimportance to
their members. Cities have the option of respanttirthe survey
online. LMC will begin work on the 2010 survey@ttober 2009.

LMC produces an annual report based on the citaffisonditions

survey. The 200State of the Citiegeport presents findings from th8 &nnual fiscal conditions survey
and explores several issues affecting the finawagielmstances of cities across Minnesota: the @oan

downturn, the foreclosure crisis, and changesarfittancial markets. The report can be accessed he
http://www.Imc.org/page/1/State-of-the-Cities-Repgsp

Among the report’s key findings:

The share of Minnesota cities reporting improveddl conditions in 2008 dropped sharply from
40 percent in 2008 to just over one quarter in 2008ss than one in ten cities has a positive out-
look about their ability to meet financial need2009. This is a smaller share of cities than in
2003 and 2004, when the last major cuts to stdtarad credit took place.
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Slightly more than half of cities reported a shalttin their property tax revenues in 2008, up
from 43% of cities in 2007. The ongoing foreclasarisis is creating a rise in the number of
property tax delinquencies. High unemployment agnigimnesotans is contributing to this trend.

The economic struggles of individuals, familiesd &usinesses are translating into financial
challenges for city governments. These includesimses in unpaid utility bills (61%), increases
in unemployment among residents (52%), decreadagilsing permit revenues (49%), and
increases in unpaid property taxes (46%).

For questions on the 20@ate of the Citieseport or on participating in next year's projgadtase con-
tact Rachel Walker at (651) 281-123@alker@Imc.orgor Lena Gould at (651) 281-124§puld@Imc.org
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The following article is excerpted from a letteated April 26, 2009 from Robin Cooper, Chief Member
Services Officer at the Kentucky League of Cities.

The Kentucky League of Cities (KLC) recently annoech that it
is partnering with th&exington Herald-Leadeto produce a new bi-
monthly magazing{entucky City This will be the official magazine
of KLC and will be Kentucky's only publication dedted specifically
to city and municipal issues. It will replace tearrent KLC publica-
tions —City magazine and th€LC Direct monthly member newsletter.

The new magazine will cover critical topics anddmative initiatives, as well as feature best prac-
tices and profiles of Kentucky cities and city oiils. It will provide valuable “nuts and boltsggal,
regulatory, and legislative information, as welleagnts and training opportunities pertinent to tkeky
cities. The first issue dfentucky Cityis scheduled for August.

“The magazine is a way for us to deliver more natsut cities to people who care about them,”
said Sylvia L. Lovely, KLC Executive Director/CEOQ'And, we are actually communicating more
frequently with our members now with our e-newslett We think the combination of online tools and
the magazine gives us a nice balance of up-tortates and substantive stories and information.”

TheLexington Herald-Leadewill layout, print, and mail the magazine. In &gth, the paper will
assume all advertising sales. Teri Turner at#engton Herald-Leadewill be the primary contact for
this publication. Terri Johnson, Senior Marketamgl Communications Manager at KLC, will be the
primary contact for editorial content.

This venture will help KLC to “migrate” its membessline, which is an ongoing goal for the league
because it allows the league to deliver informatiara real time basis (and helps the league todgad
example as KLC tries to be more of a ‘green’ agda@n). As such, the league has increased it&lwee
e-newsletterKLC DirectLing to a weekly.

For any questions, please contact Terri Johnsdjphhson@klc.orgor at (859) 977-3784.
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The following article appeared in the April 2009texh of Connecticut Town & Citythe bimonthly
publication of the Connecticut Conference of Mypatities.

At the invitation of the Connecticut Conference of
Municipalities (CCM), a committee of municipal
purchasing agents and school business officials
completed a competitive selection process for CCM’s
new Sealed Bid, Reverse Auction program. The
committee selected Orbis Online after evaluating a
variety of services and conducting interviews wita finalists. The Internet-based reverse auction
process promises to save big bucks on many iteatmety purchased by CCM-member municipal and
school buyers.

The service operates like eBay in reverse. Buyessthe goods and services they need to acquire,
and suppliers bid against one another at lowerd@mer prices until the auction closes. Each myaki
and school buyer retains the right to decide whdthaward a bid. No fee will be charged to p#ptt
ing municipalities and school districts.

The inventory of municipal products that can bediguhrough the service is extensive, ranging from
heating oil, gasoline, and diesel to police ammanjtgenerators, and heavy equipment. The sawags
be large, too.

Cities in Texas report paying 12 percent less aneseehicle purchases and 14 percent less on heavy
equipment than they would have under the old systiesoliciting paper-based bids, and picking the
lowest that meets specifications.

The State of Minnesota’s purchasing departmentrted@ percent savings on extended contracts for
copy paper and 18 percent savings on paint costract

Once a buyer posts its purchasing requirementimenduppliers begin submitting bids electronically
Although their identities and bids are masked forme another, their relative position to the othdders
is not. Thus, suppliers can respond with multquanter offers.

The transparency of the system creates compethiatryields savings through true market pricing.

For questions, please contact Any Merola of CCNRaB) 498-3056 or atmerola@ccm-ct.org
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The following article was contained in a press aslke issued by the Arkansas Municipal League on
Monday, May 11, 2009.
The Arkansas Municipal League (AML) will host it§"7Convention

in Hot Springs on June 17-19, 2009. League PresittgAnne Bush,
Mayor of Lake Village, has urged all municipal oféils to attend this
milestone in the League’s history. “As you havenedo expect, but
even better than ever, we will have three daysfofimative and fascinat-
ing sessions conducted by the best speakers tlgpieean find to
educate and expand your leadership expertise fargibes and towns.”

Attendees will be exposed to sessions on how Ad&nsunicipali-
ties were affected by the BGeneral Assembly. In addition, a variety of
workshops will be offered on timely topics such &mnd use, sustain-
ability, public pension programs, economic develeptnand animal control issues along with a session
devoted to the 2010 Census.

A Past Presidents’ Luncheon is scheduled for Ttay,s#éune 18, and a video spanning the League’s
history, dating back to 1934, will be shown at ttiae. Former North Little Rock Mayor Casey Laman,
who is 96 years young, will be in attendance abaith other past presidents. Attendees will als®iee
a copy of the League’s 75 year history entiti@dgat Cities

As Host City, Hot Springs is a historic city andstemultitude of fun offerings for convention
attendees. Known as one of the South’s more popatation and meeting destination spots, Hot
Springs is nestled in the beautiful Ouachita Mounsta Its downtown area is “picture post card peirfe

For more information, please contact Whitnee VI&wulell, AML Communications Director, at
eitherwvb@arml.orgor at (501) 374-3484, Ext. 206
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Excerpts of the following article appear on the sigbof the New York State Conference of Mayors and
Municipal Officials.
The New York State Conference of Mayors and MuicQfficials
(NYCOM) will mark its centennial with a year-longlebration beginning at
its 100th Annual Meeting in Saratoga Springs, June 28 July 1, 2009
Commemorating New York’s cities and villages widl the main focus of
NYCOM'’s centennial year.

NYCOM's Annual Meeting is designed to assist laféitials with the
many challenges of local government and provideejies to create a
thriving community in tight fiscal times. The 2068eting will continue this
three-day training experience by bringing togethanicipal officials from
across the state to learn about the various idaoe®y local governments, while also providing attees
with ample opportunities to network with peers frother communities who are dealing with similar
challenges. This event will feature well-known akers, NYCOMEmpire State Repottocal
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Government Achievement Award recognition, and gddrade show.

In addition to this one-of-a-kind training opporitynthis year's Annual Meeting will commemorate
NYCOM's 100 years of service to its members, andtpbute to the critical role played by New York's
cities and villages over the past century. TheushMeeting will feature:

A Centennial Gala;
A New York themed opening reception;

A Commemorative Bookletontaining historical photos and facts about NewkYCities and
villages, as well as a timeline of significant etgeimpacting NYCOM’s members; and

Commemorative giftsvhich will include fleece jackets, centennial piaed commemorative
photographs.

? 7 % <

The following article appeared in the April 2009taxh of Virginia Town & City, the official magazine
of the Virginia Municipal League.

APAVA Presidentleryl Rose Phillips (right), City Planning Manager for
Norfolk, Virginia, presented the recognition of tBe Green Virginia
program to VML Executive Directdvlike Amyx (center) and VML Director

of Environmental Policyloe Lerch.

The Virginia Chapter of the American Planning Asation (APAVA) awarded “Special
Recognition” to the Virginia Municipal League’s (M1 Go Green Virginia environmental initiative
at its 2009 annual conference in Williamsburg, \fiilg on March 26.

In accepting the award, VML Executive Director Mikenyx thanked the APAVA members for the
recognition and announced that the second yedwedBb Green Virginia Initiative includes new partne
ships with the Virginia Association of Counties (&) and the Virginia School Board Association (VSBA
VACo will make use of VML's Green Government Chalie to conduct a friendly competition among its
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members to encourage reducing the carbon footmfriteal governments. School districts across the
State of Virginia will compete in the Green SchoGlsllenge, which VSBA staff developed using the
Green Government Challenge as a model.

In addition, VML Environmental Policy Director Jherch gave a presentation on Go Green Virginia
as part of the APAVA conference agenda.

For more information on the Go Green Virginia eamimental initiative, please contact Joe Lerch at
jlerch@vml.orgor at (804) 523-8530.

5 8& /!
) % 8! 4

The following article appeared in the May 4, 20@&ien of The Norman Transcriptvhich is the daily
newspaper for the City of Norman, Oklahoma.

Carolyn Stager, Executive Director of the Oklahdvhanicipal League
and survivor of a May 3, 1999 tornado in Oklahohsss written a book,
“Twist of Faith,” that details her story of recoyehope, and events that day
that forever changed her life.

Carolyn and her daughter, Christi, heeded the wgroall, and found
shelter in the only place near -- the closet. Wiagipened next was a living
nightmare. Christi was six months pregnant, Carslgon was nowhere to
be found, and the storm was upon them. A lost¢hilscalped head that
took more than 100 surgeries and procedures taryea a family torn
apart -- all in a whirlwind of destruction that caitike a thief in the night
and stayed for a decade.

Stager recalls: “You awake in a war zone and daewignize your neighborhood. You cannot
locate your daughter, your pets, or your home. rmnes are broken, and you are bleeding. You lose
everything you own. Your faith is tested beyondaswement. More punishing than the tornado's
physical damage is the emotional aftermath. Butam alive, and you have a story to tell about's&sod
miracles.”

In the tornado's aftermath, Stager strives to s&o@ as a walking witness to his power. “Twist of
Faith: A Tornado Survivor's Spiritual Journey tocBeery” is co-written by award-winning TV journdlis
Kimberly Lohman Suiters. |

Stager has had a number of interviews and bookmgigrior “Twist of Faith” throughout the State of
Oklahoma during the past few weeks. Another baghisg is scheduled for Thursday, June 4 in Wash-
ington, D.C., to which staff members of the Natidoeague of Cities have been invited.

The book will be available in bookstores at somiatga the month of June. Stager says that she has
a huge supply that she has purchased, “...so if aniimterested, they can contact me directly @5)4
641-8292 or astickitinstones@yahoo.coto purchase the book directly. Each book is $aduding
tax, and | hope you enjoy reading it,” she said.

NLC congratulates Carolyn Stager on the publicatibher book and wishes her every success.
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By Stephen C. Fehr, Stateline.org Staff Writer

Just when many state governments are weeks awaythie start
of another budget year, a new crisis has emergadtireatens their
finances — the closing of nearly 2,000 automobdalérships.

Coupled with the slowdown in automobile manufactgrand
sales, the dealership shutdowns recently announc&eneral Motors Corp.
and Chrysler will have a deep impact on state aodllgovernments already enduring what may be the
worst recession since the Great Depression. Cengidt a fifth of California’s sales tax revenadrom
new and used car sales.

“As these local dealerships close, the impact &lmore profound than people realize,” said Sen.
Mark Norris, the Republican Senate majority leadérennessee. Chrysler is planning to close 14
dealerships in his state.

To improve profits, Chrysler, which has filed farikruptcy protection, said it will close 789
dealerships throughout the country by June 9. @MIrfot released the list of 1,200 dealers it plans
shutter. Until now, Michigan and other upper Midivenanufacturing states have borne the brunt of the
auto industry tumult, but the demise of the dehipsswidens the scope of the problem. It is exgubtd
put about 100,000 people out of work nationwide. .

These additional job losses worsen the predicaofestate governments, which already collectively
have to cut $62 billion in the budget year thatsefdne 30 and another $121 billion in FY 2010. Not
only do lost jobs siphon precious tax revenue febates, but they increase state spending if thexune
ployed worker seeks benefits or services.

“The bottom line is revenue is going to go down apdnding is going to have to go up. It's a tough
scenario for states to deal with,” Scott Pattigexgcutive Director of the National Association ¢ate
Budget Officers, said.

Dealers often are keystones of their communitie#th*some of the better jobs available,” said Paul
Taylor, Chief Economist of the National Automohidealers Association in Virginia. A single dealer-
ship employs up to 100 people and averages $1@ibma year in state and local taxes, advertising
expenditures, and charitable contributions. Deatetlect taxes on auto sales, parts, and repahsir
employees pay state income taxes in most statashb@yers pay titling fees and, in some states, a
personal property tax.

New Hampshire lawmakers were first to attempt #p ar dealers. The bill, signed May 6 by Gov.
John Lynch (D), allows local dealers to continuerising vehicles even if they no longer sell calfsa
dealer closes, the bill requires the automakemtshe represents to buy back inventory deliverdtién
last two years, which helps the dealer stay oméidket to re-open as a used car lot or repaj.sho

“Whether voluntarily closing or not, these dealgpstwill find it easier to reduce floor inventory,
manage long-term leases, and recover the costeakfesl parts. They will now more easily convedith
dealerships to other auto-related businesses, tiadtgsaving many New Hampshire jobs in the
process,” said Peter McNamara, head of the New ldhimpAutomobile Dealers Association. His state
is losing six Chrysler dealerships.
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The Obama administration, which has named formevedsity of Maryland Dean Ed Montgomery
Director of Recovery for auto communities and wosk@announced May 21 that $50 million in stimulus
money would be made available to help train auloistry workers to change to energy jobs.
Montgomery made the announcement in Ohio, a statetd by the auto manufacturing slump.

According to the Alliance for American Manufactugirthe auto industry supports 7.2 million jobs in
a wide network of suppliers and service workers19 states, auto supply manufacturers are ameang th
top five industrial employers. Those workers eateistaurants, buy clothes for their kids, andlgeit
teeth cleaned — activities that create other jaii®e ripple effect is more like a wave; U.S. Repn T
Ryan, a Democrat from Ohio, said the loss of twifissat a GM plant in Lordstown since last summer
caused the unemployment rate in Trumbull Coungyaable from 7 percent to 14 percent.

In Michigan alone, the loss of 20,000 additionalithpjobs in the automobile sector could cost the
state budget $600 million in revenue, the Direcfathe Senate fiscal agency told lawmakers May 15.
But Michigan is not alone.

“This jobs crisis goes deeper than auto compamesassembly workers in Detroit,” Leo Gerard,
President of the United Steelworkers, said. “Redyt).S. auto manufacturing drives down overall
employment, from the people who make auto catadogisshipping boxes to workers making glass for
windshields, rubber for tires, and other materials.

State Rep. Marlin Schneider, a Democrat from Wisgrsaid the shutdown of a GM sport utility
vehicle plant in Janesville would affect everythfrgm paper companies that print brochures to etect
companies.

“The demand for electricity is going to go dowrtlimat area, which will raise rates on ratepayers,”
Schneider said. “Wisconsin is going to get hamihénethat (the plant closing) and the closing @fsth
dealerships.” Chrysler is closing 18 dealershipd/isconsin.

Even the South will not escape the impact frometsaip closings and slumping sales. In recent
years, the auto industry has thrived in southatest fueled by foreign carmakers such as Toyota,
Nissan, BMW, and Honda. Southern states offebtarks, low union membership, milder weather, and
a cost-effective transportation network, especiatlgess to ports, said Sujit CanagaRetna, a desual
analyst in the Council of State Governments’ Sautludfice.

In February, Tennessee lawmakers authorized séi6g million in bonds to finance infrastructure;
the state pledged to lure a Volkswagen plant intt@haoga and a semiconductor factory in Clarksville
Norris, the Senate majority leader, said. As #ss®n is winding down lawmakers have been second
guessing their commitment.

“In the same session we approved the bond issu® stembers are now questioning whether that's
prudent,” the west Tennessee lawmaker said. “BEvere theoretical, they're asking whether we should
focus redevelopment efforts on different technasgsuch as solar instead of automobiles. I'msoo
if that’s not an overreaction to the cooling offtoé automobile industry.”
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