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Conference Registration and 
Hotel Reservation Deadline: 
June 20, 2009 
The conference includes a special  
plenary session cosponsored by the  
National League of Cities’  
Hispanic Elected Local Officials 



 

About the National Black Caucus  
of Local Elected Officials 
The National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials 
(NBC-LEO)  is a constituency group of the National 
League of Cities working to influence national policy  and 
federal legislation.  It works to help leaders strengthen 
governance skills and solve municipal challenges.  Since 
1970, it continues to promote the special interests of Afri-
can American and other diverse communities in our na-
tion’s cities and towns.  It is one of the largest groups of 
African American elected officials in the world. 
 
About the National League of Cities 
The National League of Cities (NLC) is the nation’s oldest 
and largest organization devoted to strengthening and  
promoting cities as centers of opportunity, leadership and 
governance.  NLC is a resource and advocate for more 
than 1,600 member cities and the 49 state municipal 
leagues, representing 19,000 cities and towns and more 
than 218 million Americans.  The City of Hartford has 
been an NLC member since July 1, 1983. 
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Conference Registration and 
Hotel Reservation Deadline: 
June 20, 2009 
The conference includes a special  
plenary session cosponsored by the  
National League of Cities’  
Hispanic Elected Local Officials 

NBC-LEO Board members should 
plan to arrive at the hotel around noon 
on Wednesday, July 22, and plan to 
check out on Sunday, July 26. 



 

 

 

Donna Brazile 
Adjunct Professor, Author, 
Syndicated Columnist, Vice 

Chair of Voter Registration and 
Participation at the Democratic 

National Committee 

Dr. Steve Perry  
Principal of Hartford’s  

Capital Preparatory Magnet 
School, and Author, Man Up! 

 
 

Mayor Eddie A. Perez, Hartford, Connecticut 
Alderman Charles Blango, New Haven, Connecticut 

Eric Coleman, State Senator, Connecticut 
Marie Kirkley-Bey, State Representative, Connecticut 
Kenneth Green, State Representative, Connecticut 

Douglas McCrory, State Representative, Connecticut 
Minnie Gonzalez, State Representative, Connecticut 

Petrel Maylor, Executive Assistant to Council Majority Leader 
rJo Winch, Council Majority Leader, Hartford, Connecticut 
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Message from the NBC-LEO President 
 
Dear NBC-LEO Members and Colleagues: 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to this year’s National Black Caucus of Local 
Elected  Officials (NBC-LEO) Annual Summer Conference, “Signed, Sealed and 
Delivered,” in beautiful Hartford, Connecticut.  Through our work with the National 
League of Cities, our summer meeting serves as an important forum for us to ex-
plore issues and discuss our leadership responsibilities in local government.  This is 
one of our main opportunities to spend some time together as “NBC-LEO family” and 
exchange ideas and develop strategies to help our hometowns. 
 
It is a privilege for us to participate in one of the most impressive cities that I have 
traveled to in recent times – the City of Harford in picturesque New England.  Re-
cently, I met with our conference host, rJo Winch, Council Majority Leader, and was 
welcomed by Mayor Eddie Perez who is very excited about having us in Hartford.  I 
also met with Hispanic Elected Local Officials (HELO) Board members Sergio Rodri-
guez and Charles Blango, Aldermen from  New Haven, and Carlos Silva, HELO 
President, from Bridgeport.  They are looking forward to our joint session with HELO 
to address African American and Latino coalition-building opportunities. 
 
Plan to join us this year because I want you to take advantage of the many exciting opportunities that will 
help us concentrate our efforts on governance and policy development for elected officials within NBC-
LEO’s and the National League of Cities’ (NLC) membership network.  Our host city and local hosts have 
plans for us to hear about  many innovative and exciting approaches to strengthen our involvement in local 
municipal leadership with an emphasis on youth development and empowerment.  We will also host several 
special events and mobile learning tours to help you incorporate new models into your own city’s ap-
proaches to local governance. 
 
This year’s program will give you opportunities to meet many of Hartford’s and the region’s top leaders and 
officials.  You will also take part in public policy plenary sessions and hear from top notch speakers such as 
Donna Brazile and Steve Perry who will give you an up-close and personal look at how the nation and the 
city is moving forward after the election and how Hartford is managing its educational and economic devel-
opment projects, respectively.  As a constituency group of the National League of Cities, NBC-LEO works 
together in our mission to promote NLC cities as centers of opportunity, leadership and governance.  I hope 
that you enjoy the conference and find it a perfect venue for a productive exchange of ideas.  Welcome to 
Hartford and I encourage you to bring an official from your city or neighboring city to this year’s meeting! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Daisy W. Lynum 
NBC-LEO President 
Commissioner, Orlando, Florida 
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A Welcome from the Conference Host 
 
Dear NBC-LEO Members and Colleagues: 
  
As this year’s NBC-LEO summer conference host, I take great pride in inviting 
NBC-LEO to come to my city, Hartford, Connecticut, to hold our Annual Sum-
mer Conference in July 2009.  This year’s conference will be hosted at the 
Marriott Hartford Downtown.  Hartford is better known to us as “New England’s 
Rising Star.”  We like to say that “We are proud of our historic past and we are 
progressive about our future.”   
  
Our city will offer conference participants everything you could ask for in a con-
ference city.  We offer superb cultural institutions, a beautiful downtown with 
one-of-a-kind restaurants, Riverfront Plaza, Bushnell Park, our Old State House 
and our State Capitol, among many other attractions. We have a strong political 
community and impressive programs for our youth which you will experience if 
you bring youth to the conference. 
  
During our conference, you will have opportunities to participate in unique mobile tours that will showcase 
the Ebony Horsewomen program for young people which is the only one of its kind in the nation as well as 
our innovative Artists Collective, where the co-founder, Dolly McLean, the wife of the well renowned jazz 
musician, Jackie McLean, will host us.  You will also witness the superb talents of our young people who are 
being trained and mentored by caring educators to help them strive toward their artistic dreams. 
  
We are also building upon our wonderful partnership with the National League of Cities’ Hispanic Elected 
Local Officials constituency group.  They will be sponsoring one of our plenary sessions about the impor-
tance of African American and Latino coalition-building. 
  
In addition, I am also building upon our NBC-LEO history to host a second Youth Summit and we will be 
sharing the program and registration details with you shortly so you can bring youth to the conference and 
involve them in our adjunct conference program.  For those of you who are bringing youth, please note that 
information about how to register them for the Summit is contained within this announcement. 
  
I enthusiastically invite you to come to Hartford.  I know you will enjoy the city, as well as our warmth and 
hospitality! 
  
Sincerely, 

  
 
 

rJo Winch 
NBC-LEO Conference Host 
Council Majority Leader 
Hartford, Connecticut 
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How You Can Help Your City or Town by  
Attending This Conference! 
 
 
Engage in dynamic plenary session forums that will enhance the 
skills of NBC-LEO members and colleagues across the  nation.  
Topics include: Pipeline to Success , The Transformative Power of 
Broadband, From the Cradle to the Prison Pipeline, The Browning 
of America, Saving Our Communities, The Dynamics of  Critical 
Conversations and It’s After the November Election—Now What?  
 
See innovative best practice youth development prog rams that you 
can adapt for your hometown. 
 
Participate in a special session sponsored by , Authentic Youth 
Civic Engagement: What Are the Essential Elements?  This is de-
signed to help youth engage in policy development a nd problem 
solving with new strategies and approaches. 
 
Sharpen your leadership skills and participate in a  complimentary  
NBC-LEO Annual Summer Conference Leadership Trainin g Insti-
tute seminar, The Dynamics of Critical Conversations . 
 
Gain strategic advice from savvy professionals abou t leadership 
and governance for your districts and develop new a pproaches for 
solving your city’s problems. 
 
Gain inspiration and wisdom from notable 
authors who will offer their viewpoints 
about your responsibilities for local  
leadership. 
 
 
 

A Proclamation from 
NBC-LEO President  

Daisy W. Lynum  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Wear Red Day” 
“I am asking all conference  
participants to take part in the 
Thursday, July 23  Wear Red 
Day at the Hartford sessions.  
Be a standout for NBC-LEO.  
Conferees should plan to wear 
red clothing or accessories on 
this day. This is a special time, 
so showcase the power of red.” 



 

Authentic Youth Civic Engagement:  
What Are the Essential Elements? 

Wednesday, July 22, from 1:15 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
Guest Speaker: Leon T. Andrews, Jr. 

Director, Youth Development 
                                       Institute for Youth, Education, & Families 

       National League of Cities, Washington, D.C. 
Don’t’ miss a special first-come, first-served limited seating seminar sponsored by the  
National League of Cities’ Institute for Youth, Education & Families.  Due to the format of this 
session, seating is only available for up to 15 registered conference participants.  Please 
check your interest in attending on the attached conference registration form.  A number of 
communities have created dynamic, inclusive processes and structures for engaging young 
people in local policymaking and problem-solving. However, much of this experience and 
knowledge has not been tapped, synthesized, or adapted for use by other leaders (including 
youth leaders) in other places. How should we be defining authentic youth civic engagement? 
What are the most promising strategies and approaches? How can communities assess and 
enhance their capacity to do this work? 
 

               The Dynamics of Critical Conversatio ns 
An NLC Leadership Training Institute * 

Friday, July 24, from 9:45 a.m. to Noon 
Instructor: Todd Arwood, Principal and CEO 

Todd Arwood Performance Partners, Louisville, Kentucky 
Competency: Communicator 

(Offers 2 Credits in Certificate of Achievement in Leadership Program 
and requires advance sign-up via the registration form.) 

 
Let’s face it, we all have ‘those’ conversations that we want to avoid. While avoidance can be 
used as a tactic, in reality it becomes a barrier since the issue never really gets resolved. Under-
standing the dynamics of conversations teaches individuals from different backgrounds how to 
willingly and effectively shine the light on tough issues. Learn how to discuss your concerns, 
maximize synergy and create broad community alignment. Improve your ability to stay focused 

on what you really want. Learning your communication style and knowing when to step out are just a few topics local 
leaders will address while improving their communication skills. 

 
NLC’s *Leadership Training Institute is the learning and resource center on local government leadership.  The Institute 
promotes excellence in municipal leadership through high quality education and training seminars for local elected offi-
cials.  Through the Institute, local leaders learn practical leadership skills, abilities and strategies to lead change and 
innovation in their cities and towns.  The Leadership Training Institute has developed the Certificate of Achievement in 
Leadership Program in an effort to recognize and acknowledge excellence in local government leadership.  The Certifi-
cate of Achievement in Leadership Program is built on the core leadership skills for local elected officials.  Each compe-
tency area focuses on the essential leadership skills necessary for local elected officials.  Descriptions of the compe-
tency areas can be obtained from NLC’s website — www.nlc.org under Resources for Cities or Conferences and 
Events and Leadership Training .  Participants in this seminar will earn two credits in the Communicator competency 
area in the Certificate of Achievement Leadership Program. 

 
The Browning of America 

A Plenary Session Cosponsored by 
                                        NLC’s Hispanic Elected Local Officials (HELO) 
                                          Saturday,  July 25, from 10:30 a.m. to Noon 

Moderator: Carlos Silva, President Pro Tempore, Bridgeport, Connecticut; HELO President 
Learn about strategies and trends facing the African American and Latino communities and  
find out what you should know to be a proactive leader in your municipality to help build and  
expand relationships with Latino leaders and residents.  Hear perspectives about immigration 
issues, the importance of diverse and inclusive communities and develop strategies for  

breaking down barriers and building lasting partnerships for the future. 
 
Special Mobile Workshop Includes a Visit to Hartfor d’s Ebony 
Horsewomen and a Trip to Yale University in New Hav en 
Thursday, July 23, from 1:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Don’t miss this exceptional opportunity to visit the one-of-a-kind Ebony 
Horsewomen program and a trip to Yale University and hear from university 
representatives immediately following the Plenary  Luncheon in Hartford. 
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The conference schedule is subject to change. 
 
Wednesday, July 22 
8:30 a.m.— 6:00 p.m.  Conference Registration & Host City Welcome Center for Early Bird Arrivals 
1:15 p.m.—2:45 p.m.  “Authentic Youth Civic Engagement: What Are the Essential Elements?”  
    (This session requires advance sign-up via the registration form; seating limited to15.) 
3:30 p.m.—6:00 p.m.  NBC-LEO Board of Directors Meeting 
6:00 p.m. –7:00 p.m.  NBC-LEO Committee Meetings 
7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.  Informal Reception at Hotel 
10:00 p.m.—Midnight  NBC-LEO President’s Hospitality  
  
Thursday,  July 23  
8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.   Conference Registration & Host City Welcome Center 
7:30 a.m. —8:00 a.m.                       Continental Breakfast  
8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. Opening Plenary Session, “A New Time in America” 
10:00 a.m.—11:30  Plenary Session, “Pipeline to Success” with Keynoter Dr. Steve Perry 
11:45—1:15 p.m.   Plenary Luncheon with Keynote Speaker 
1:45 p.m.—4:30 p.m.  Mobile Workshop, “Meet Hartford’s Ebony Horsewomen and  
    Experience History in New Haven and at Yale University” 
5:00 p.m. –6:00 p.m.  NBC-LEO Committee Meetings 
7:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m.  Welcome to Hartford Opening Reception at City Hall and the Wadsworth Museum 
10:00 p.m.—Midnight  NBC-LEO President’s Hospitality 
 
Friday, July 24  
8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  Conference Registration & Host City Welcome Center 
8:00 a.m.—8:30 a.m.  Continental Breakfast  
8:00 a.m.—9:00 a.m.  Plenary Session, “Saving Our Communities” 
9:15 a.m.— 11:45 a.m.                Leadership Training Institute, “The Dynamics of Critical Conversations”  
    (This session requires advance sign-up via the registration form; no limited seating.) 
Noon to 1:30 p.m.   Plenary Luncheon, ” It’s After the November Election — Now What?” 
    with Invited Keynote Speaker Donna Brazile  
1:45 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Plenary Session, “The Transformative Power of Broadband” 
4:00 p.m. —5:00 p.m.  NBC-LEO Committee Meetings  
6:30 p.m.—9:00 p.m.  Reception and Dinner at the Artists Collective with Community Service Awards 
10:00 p.m.—Midnight  NBC-LEO President’s Hospitality  
 
Saturday, July 25   
7:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.  Conference Registration  
7:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  Host City Welcome Center 
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  Buffet Breakfast and NBC-LEO Policy Development Report 
8:45 a.m.—10:15 a.m.  Plenary Session, “From the Cradle to the Prison Pipeline”  
10:30 a.m. – Noon  Plenary Session cosponsored by the NLC Hispanic Elected Local Officials 
    “The Browning of America” 
12:30 p.m.—2:00 p.m.  Plenary Luncheon with Keynote Speaker  
2:30 p.m.—6:00 p.m.  Optional Cultural Activities or Time on Your Own 
7:00 p.m.—9:30 p.m.  Night Out at the Mohegan Sun Casino  
10:00 p.m.—Midnight  NBC-LEO President’s Hospitality     
 
Sunday, July 26  
7:30 a.m.—11:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 
11:00 a.m.   Optional Morning Worship Services at Phillips CME Church 
Day and Evening   Participant Departures 
�

NBC-LEO Board members 
should plan to arrive at the 
hotel around noon on Wednes-
day, July 22, and plan to check 
out on Sunday, July 26. 



 

 

 
Arrival and Departure Times 

Plan to arrive early on Wednesday, July 22, to 
enjoy host city hospitality which includes an 
NBC-LEO Welcome Center at the hotel. 
 
Take part in various plenary sessions, along with 
conference activities and special events Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday evenings.   

 
The NBC-LEO Board of 
Directors will convene its 
Board Meeting on Wednes-
day, July 22, from 3:30 to 
6:00 p.m. 
 
There will also be a Lead-

ership Training Institute Seminar, “The  
Dynamics of Critical Conversations” on Friday 
morning, July 24.   
 
This year’s special event 
will be an NBC-LEO Com-
munity Service Awards 
presentation at Friday eve-
ning’s Artists Collective Re-
ception and Dinner.  A spe-
cial casual attire “Night 
Out” on Saturday will be 
hosted at the Mohegan Sun Hotel and Casino. 

 
Conference Attire 

Conference attendees should plan to wear busi-
ness casual attire at the conference.  Tempera-
tures in Hartford may be in the high 80s and 90s 
during the month of July. 
 

Conference Badges and Items 
All registered conference participants will receive 
badges for attendance to events.  Badges are 
required at all times for entry to sessions and 
special events (sorry, no exceptions).  The re-
placement fee for badges for all of the registered 
delegates is $20.  The replacement cost for lost 
conference bags (if available) is $25. 

 
 

NBC-LEO Policy Committee  
Optional Meeting Schedule 

Wednesday, July 22 
6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

 
Thursday, July 23 

5:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, July 24 
4:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

 
Policy Development Report 

Saturday, July 25 
7:30 a.m.—8:30 a.m. 

Marriott Hartford Downtown 
�

�
For reservations, contact the Hartford Marriott 
Downtown by calling toll free at (866) 373-9806 by 
June 20, 2009  using the group code, National 
League of Cities.   
 
Room rates are: $129 single occupancy, $149 dou-
ble occupancy, and $169 triple occupancy with 
12% tax.  For room reservation cancellations, indi-
viduals must call 24 hours in advance by 4:00 p.m. 
to avoid a one night room charge.   
 
For more information about this hotel, visit http://
www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/bdldt-hartford-
marriott-downtown/. The hotel address is 200 Co-
lumbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT 06103-2807. The 
local phone number is (860) 249-8000; the fax 
number is (860) 249-8181. 
 
�

Special  
Three-Day 

Youth Summit 
From Thursday, July 23, 
through Saturday, July 
25, NBC-LEO Conference 
Host rJo Winch will host a 
Youth Summit.  She con-
tinues the tradition that 
began at last year’s NBC-
LEO summer conference.  
The registration for the Youth Summit is separate 
from the enclosed conference registration. 
 
This special three-day event is designed for 13 to 
24 year old students to engage in discussions 
about leadership, education and local government.  
The cost is $50 per student and includes fees for 
most events.    
 
For specific details, contact Enid Rey, Director,  
Office of Youth Services for the City of Hartford, at 
(860) 757-9880 for the conference schedule, ses-
sion details, updates and conference information 
and registration forms.  She will advise you on how 
to make hotel reservations for youth conference 
participants and how to register them for the Sum-
mit.  The Youth Summit hotel is a different hotel 
location from the NBC-LEO Marriott Hartford 
Downtown. 
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After June 20, 2009,  
registration will be held on-site in Hartford.  
All fees received after June 20, 2009 will be charg ed at 
the on-site registration rate.  There are no except ions.  
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National League of Cities Membership 
If you would like to check on your city’s membership status at NLC, visit NLC’s web site at www.nlc.org and click on “Membership” or 
contact NLC at 202.626.3190 to verify if your city is a current NLC member city.  If your city is currently not an NLC member, you are 
invited to contact NLC to take advantage of NLC’s special membership introductory offer!  Call (202) 626-3191 for details. 

 
Spouse/Guest or Youth Attendance 

In order for individual spouses/guests or youth to attend any NBC-LEO conference activities and meal functions, each individual must 
be officially registered for the conference and wear registration badges at all times for admittance to sessions.  This category of youth 
attendance is not related to attendance for the Youth Summit.  Please contact Enid Rey, Director, Hartford Office of Youth Ser-
vices, at (860) 757-9880 if you have a youth or student 13—24 years of age who would like to register for the Youth 
Summit. 

 

Cancellation Policy 
Any cancellations occurring on or before June 20, 2009 will be subject to a $125 cancellation fee. Refunds will be mailed after October 
1, 2009.  The refunds will be minus the $125 fee and minus $50 fee for spouse/guest/youth categories.  Requests for cancellations 
after June 20, 2009, are subject to a $150 cancellation fee with refunds minus the $150 fee and $75 for spouse/guest.  Refunds will 
be mailed after October 1, 2009.  Cancellations must be in writing and sent to: NLC/NBC-LEO Hartford Conference, Box MM, 1301 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 550, Washington, DC  20004, or faxed to 202. 626.3103.  Refunds will be made available thirty days 
after receiving a written refund request.   

Questions or Comments? 
Please contact NBC-LEO staff at the National League of Cities in Washington, D.C. at (202) 626-3191. Log on to the NBC-LEO web 
page, www.nbc-leo.org for updates, and you can download this registration brochure.   
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Conference Registration Form  
(When completing this form, please refer to the accompanying registration  

brochure in the event that you may have scheduling or program content questions.) 
�
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� $ ______  Total Amount Enclosed  
����
Note:  Advance Registration closes June 20, 2009 .  Registrations and payments must be received by this date.  
After June 20, 2009, all registrations will be held on-site. Registration will be held at the Marriott Hartford Downtown.   
�

Name: _____________________________________ Signature: ________________________________________ 
Title: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City or Organization: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
City:  ________________________________________________ State: __________ Zip Code: ________________ 
City Hall Phone: ________________ Fax: _________________  Other Daytime Phone: _____________________  
Cell Phone: __________________________________________________ (In case we need to reach you on-site.) 
E-mail:_________________________________Staff Contact Name/Phone_________________________________ 
(You will receive registration confirmation when submitting your e-mail address.) 
Emergency  Contact Name/Phone: ________________________________________________________________ 
Spouse/Guest/Youth Name: _____________________________Specify Age of Youth _______________________ 
Please fill out a separate registration form for each.  Elected officials do not qualify for the guest fee.                  
Anticipated Dates/Times for Arrival and Departure: ___________________________/_________________________ 
 
Special Needs:        

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please indicate if you will be able to participate in the Wednesday afternoon, July 22, Youth, Education & Families  
limited seating seminar and/or the Friday morning, July 24, Leadership Training Institute (LTI) so that an LTI Certificate 
of Achievement will be prepared for you in advance. 
  
 ��� �  Yes, I will participate in the July 22 Youth, Educ ation & Families Seminar.  ��� �  No.  I cannot. 
��� � ��� �  Yes, I will participate in the July 24 Leadership Training Institute.                 ��� �  No.  I cannot. 

 
Credit Card Authorization:   NLC is authorized to u se the credit card below to pay my registration fee s. 
 AmEx/Visa/Mastercard Number: _______________________________Exp. Date: ________________ 
 Card Holder Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 Card Holder Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Payment by Check:  Make checks payable to NBC-LEO/NLC.  Please complete a separate registration form for each 
conference attendee accompanied by check; mail to: NBC-LEO, Box MM, c/o National League of Cities, 1301  
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 550, Washington, DC  20004.   


