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1. Outside Experts to Participate in 2009 Statadue Staff Workshop Concurrent Sessions; NLC Staff
Leading Various Concurrent Sessions

2. State Municipal League Staff Invited to Attemdiddelp Publicize the 2009 National Summit on Your
City's Families

3. TML Celebrates Past, Looks to the Futured&tAhnual Conference June 14-16 in Chattanooga

4. FLC and FLC President Priore Support In¥idito Create a More Informed Citizenry

5. Kentucky Sustainability Institute Wins EaBhy Award

6. LMA, Institute for Building Technology and Safetgdm up to Support Enhancement of Mutual Aid
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For State Municipal Leagues

The League of Nebraska Municipalities Celedwd 00 Years of Service in 2009
Texas Municipal League Makes Contributioff¢éxas Governor’'s Mansion Restoration Fund
. NJLM and the Community Blood Council of Newshyr Addressing a Critical Blood Donor Shortage
10 Governor to Speak at Go Green Virginia ForGmeen Government Challenge Underway
11. Paralegal Organization Honors LMA Staffer
12. Southern Municipal Conference Information Trethgy Summit Held in Atlanta, Georgia
13. July Conference Will Chart Next Steps For Deratic Governance
14. PTI Program Recognizes Local Governments darieb Networking
15. German Marshall Fund Announces Applicatiomsomparative Domestic Policy Fall 2009 Fellowships
16. State Budget Gaps Top $200 Billion; Fees, Hiikces in the Works

National League of Cities (NLC) staff is pleased to
announce that several expert speakers in a nurhfietds
have been confirmed to present and lead discusatons
concurrent sessions at NLC’s 2009 State Leagué Staf
Workshop in Louisville, Kentucky at the Galt Housetel
- = 4B = & Suites on Thursday, July 16 and Friday, July Having

o e =" speakers who are authorities and skilled pracegti®m
their respective lines of work should add a vetgriesting perspective to this year’s program. gJinest
speakers and their backgrounds are as follows:

Social Media as an Integral Part of State League @omunications (Thursday, July 16 at 1:15
p.m.): Scott Clark and Jason Falls will presentlgad the discussion on this topic.

Scott has been providing web development servizbsisiness clients since 1997 through his
consultancy, BuzzMaven Labs. He currently manégesievelopment for dozens of web businesses
and assists with landing page design, e-mail cagngaicustomer relationship management, and other



important web-based business components. He aisgsva webology column fa@usiness Lexington
and has posted several articles on his columnipingeto Social Media over the years.

Jason is Director of Social Media at Doe-Andersmg of the nation’s oldest and most accomplished
brand-building agencies. He oversees social nmatianternet marketing strategies for iconic brands
such as Maker’s Mark and Knob Creek Bourbons.dttitaon, he is president and co-founder of the
Social Media Club Louisville, and authors a bloethSocial Media Explorerone of the most widely
read and rated in the social media, marketing,padic relations category.

Doing Green State League Meetings and Conventiondfardably (Thursday, July 16 at 1:15
p.m.): Jayne Dunsmore will present and lead theudision on this topic. Jayne is President of Jayne
Gourmet Catering, a highly respected and innovdBREEN catering and event planning company in
Toronto, Canada. She is a member of the Greenildeleidustry Council, which has as its goal to
encourage collaboration within the meetings indusiward the development of green standards tHat wi
improve the environmental performance of meetimgsevents on a global basis. Jayne is passionate
about the environment and speaks frequently alr@gingmeetings at conferences internationally.

Securing State Aid for Cities and Towns in an Ecormaic Downturn (Thursday, July 16 at 1:15
p.m.): The Honorable Elaine Walker has been comitras the local government representative of this
panel; Tom Loftus has been invited to be the priatlia representative on the panel; and a memtbeof
Kentucky State Legislature will be selected shortyso, a member of the Kentucky League of Cities
legislative team will be the moderator for thisses.

Elaine Walker is the 3dMayor of Bowling Green, Kentucky, having been ffiae since January 1,
2005. She has also served as Chair of the BoattiddBowling Green Public Library and Chair of the
Bowling Green Downtown Redevelopment Authority. g&€ther with her husband, Mayor Walker has
been a small business owner; Peridot Pictures Catipa is the largest producer of national telensi
programming in the State of Kentucky. Bowling Grégthe fourth most populous city in Kentucky and
is the county seat of Warren County.

For over two decades, Tom Loftus has served a$ ahibe State Capital Bureau for the Louisville
Courier-Journal. In that time, he has won awards for his coverdgampaign finance, the state lottery,
taxation, the Kentucky Highway Department, and oitsues. He worked eight years Tare Kentucky
Postbefore taking the job as ti@ourier-Journals reporter covering the Indiana statehouse in
Indianapolis. In 1987, th€ourier-Journalnamed him to head its bureau in Frankfort.

Distance Learning for State League Training Workshs (Friday, July 17 at 1:30 p.m.): Dr.
Denzil Edge will present and lead the discussiothantopic. Dr. Edge is Founder and President of
Learning House, Inc. He is an internationally knogducator with extensive experience in distance
learning and distance learning technologies. Hudsis a member of the Board of the United States
Distance Learning Association and has served de$dar and Director of Distance Education Programs
in Special Education at the University of Louisill

Document Management: The Key to Organizational Prodctivity (Friday, July 17 at 1:30 p.m.):
Mark J. Myers will present and lead the discussinrthis topic. Mark is the Electronic Records
Archivist with the Kentucky Department for Librasiand Archives (KDLA). He is the administrator for
KDLA'’s data archive and is responsible for the ldaagn management of electronic records at KDLA.
Also, he is the current President of the FrankiBhué Grass Chapter of ARMA International, the otdes
and largest association for the records and infdomananagement profession, and is the Chair of the
Electronic Records Section of the Society of Amemié\rchivists.
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Mark will be joined in his presentation and diséossy a colleague at KDLA — Jerry Carlton, who
is the Manager of the Local Records Program. Jsraymember of KDLA's Public Records Division
and staffs the State Of Kentucky’'s State Archives Records Commission.

Other Staff Workshop News

Howard Duvall, former Executive Director of the Mcipal Association of South Carolina, will be in
attendance in his current role as Coordinator ®3buthern Municipal Conference’s Information
Technology (SMC IT) Group. The SMC IT Group retemet in Atlanta. Mr. Duvall will lead the
discussion on one of the concurrent sessions ilntbemation Technology track.

In addition, NLC staff members will serve as disgas leaders for several concurrent sessions.
Federal Relations Director Carolyn Coleman willedissWhat's Happening on Capitol Hill in
Washington, D.C. Her discussion will include information on thendrican Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, which is very critical to muniaigovernments. Media Relations Manager Greg
Minchak will lead a discussion ddpportunities for NLC Media Relations to Work with State
League Communications and Policy Manager Ken Rosenfeld will moderateumndtable orstate
League Green Initiativesand will talk about NLC’s Firstsreen Cities Conferencgheld recently in
Portland, Oregon. Research Manager Christy McRanll also be attending concurrent sessionsén th
research track.

The link to the preliminary program, registratiamrh, hotel information, and other pertinent topgs
http://www.nlc.org/ASSETS/68A0C66EDA4E4116B39F10ZFFES51F/2009%20SML%20Staff%20W

orkshop.pdf

State league staff are being urged to send in theiegistration forms and to make their room
reservations at the Galt House by Friday, June 6, kich is when the NLC room block expires.Co-
hosted by the Kentucky League of Cities, this yeataff workshop will be a very productive and
worthwhile event for staff to attend.

For more information on the staff workshop, pleemetact either Lesley-Ann Rennie at
rennie@nlc.orgr at (202) 626-3134, or Scott Morrismabrris@nlc.orgor at (202) 626-3021.

2009 NATIONAL SUMMIT ON
YOUR CITY'S FAMILIES

October 11-13, 2009 m
Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel

Boston, Massachusetts

() ' o

State municipal league executive directors, staifff member city officials are invited to the 2009
National Summit on Your City’s Families. As thetina’s largest gathering of municipal leaders whe a
working to improve the lives of children, youthdaiamilies, the biennial Summit will take placesthi
year on October 11-13, 2009, in Boston, Massactuiset
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Municipal officials who are interested in issuestsas education, youth violence prevention, early
childhood development, youth civic engagement,fandly financial stability will have much to gain
from the 2009 Summit. A broad range of high-qyakbrkshops, plenary sessions, trainings, and site
visits to innovative Boston initiatives will givedal leaders the opportunity to learn and share bes
practices from across the nation.

NLC's Institute for Youth, Education, and Familiesn make it easy to share the Summit with state
municipal league networks. If you are interestegromoting this opportunity to your members, péeas
visit www.nlc.org/iyef/lyefsummit.aspand click on the “Quick Links” tab for:

A sample journal article

A sample newsletter blurb

Summit ads (full page, half page, one-third of gepajuarter page)
Summit logos

The Summit banner

A pdf of the Summit brochure and registration form

The online Summit registration form

RecentNation’s Cities Weeklgrticles on the Summit

If you would like to discuss ways to engage yoaglee's members in the Summit in further detail,
please contact Michael Karpman at (202) 626-307af karpman@nlc.org
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By Carole Graves

The following article appeared in the March 9, 2@fition ofTennessee Town & Cityhe official
publication of the Tennessee Municipal League.

1939 - 2009 If you could step back in time 70 years ago to 194ten the Tennessee
Municipal League (TML) was formed, the world was\ar, the nation was
still recovering from the effects of the Great Deggion, and city populations
were exploding brought on by urbanization.

The flood of rural migrants flocking to cities, nidi&ely in search of
YEARS (OINER work, generated tremendous problems for citiehénareas of water supply,
PSSR R RNRSE clean sewers, police and fire services, and piiglidth issues.

TENNESSEE The property tax was the only substantive souragewdnues for

MUNIW municipalities. Cities had no authorization toylevsales tax or any other
significant revenue producing taxes or charges cétigdjovernments received very little assistamoenf
the state and federal governments.

With no where to turn for help, municipal leaguesoas the country began to organize for the
purpose of improving city governments and to adslsesne of these common problems.

In Tennessee, an organizing committee of 15 mualdfiicials met in Nashville on June 24, 1940,
to establish the by-laws and dues structure farrkivly-formed organization and to call a statewide
meeting to ratify the actions of the organizing caittee.



On July 11, 1940, a statewide meeting of municifftials convened at the Hermitage Hotel in
Nashville, thus establishing the first annual comfiee of the Tennessee Municipal League. Thittg<i
were represented at that first conference.

A lot has changed since those founding years of @mnessee Municipal League. But just as the
adage says: the more things change, the more tigthe same — today’s city officials might find it
interesting that TML's very first legislative pragn in 1941 included one of the League’s top pligsit
today — opposition to any unfunded mandates. |E€&gers in the 1940s were also concerned about
budgets and steady revenue sources, how to mamaigeities efficiently, public health and safesy i
sues, and how to deal effectively with the Genasslembly and the Governor — all relative issueayod

Another constant through the years is the forunvidead through the Tennessee Municipal League’s
annual conference.

For 70 years, municipal officials from across tteeshave come together at the TML Annual
Conference to explore common problems, exchangesjdmd to form a united front in the effort to mak
Tennessee cities and towns operate more efficiantlyeffectively.

This year's conference will once again offer trehe opportunity to network with fellow peers, to
work toward common goals, and to celebrate our nacpmplishments.

With a 70th Anniversary theme, the conference talke a look back to the early years while keeping
an eye on the future. Workshops and speakergaagilis on building green communities and the use of
green energy; communicating through Web 2.0 taalgressing future transportation needs; and
designing for the future through regional planning.

As an added highlight, the Capitol Steps will parfo The nationally acclaimed group began more
than 25 years ago when a group of Senate staffemisto satirize the very people and placesedtmat
ployed them. Since then, they have recorded 2#vaband have been featured on NBC, CBS, and ABC.

Registration for the annual conference will soorabailable on line.

So be sure to make plans now to be a part of giebcatory year that recognizes TML's 70 years of
service to city governments.

Editor’s note: Historical information about TML'e@@inding years was provided by Ed Young, former
TML Assistant Director.

Carole Graves is the Director of Communicationstfar Tennessee Municipal League.
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By Sharon G. Berrian

The following article appeared in the March/Aprd@ edition oQUALITY CITIES, the bi-monthly
publication of the Florida League of Cities, Inc.

As can be seen from the current issu@uodlity Cities

—
Florida League of Cities (FLC) President Carminierferis
FrormaLeacueorCrries.ine.  passionate about educating Floridians on the irapog of civic

education. This issue of the magazine reviewsraepeojects
designed to increase knowledge of civics and prermablic participation in the political processhi§
statewide campaign is titled “Building Citizensliipthe Community: Back to Basics.”

“I have traveled around the state this year spegtiarstudents, civic organizations, and other elict
officials about the importance of civics,” Prio@da “City officials must be teachers in classraom
city halls, and in our communities. We will allrwdit if more citizens understand what serviceigsit
provide, how we pay for those services, and hovdeass can impact their city’s quality of life thugh
active participation in their government.”

Priore recently visited Tallahassee to speak with dacksonville legislators, Rep. Charles McBurney
and Sen. Steve Wise. Both have filed bills (HBab8 SB 2174, respectively) that would require Sun-
shine State Standards to be established for sicidiles, with an emphasis on civics education. Gite
also would require that that the FCAT (Florida’sn@jmehensive Assessment Test) measure knowledge
and skills in social studies and government orcsivi

The bills were filed on behalf of former U.S. Sem@Bob Graham. Graham and former U.S.
Representative Lou Frey have pushed for compulsoedycomprehensive civics education in the schools.

During the meeting with McBurney and Wise, Pridrartked the lawmakers for sponsoring the
legislation, offered his support, and briefed thamhis civics initiative. He also told them of FisC
partnership with Graham and Frey.

In 2008, led by Priore, FLC joined with Graham d&mdy to deliver a significant donation to promote
civics education in Florida schools and communigges Article 10 in the April 2009 edition béague
Letter). The donation, a grant of $25,000 to GrahamFeg’s Florida Joint Center for Citizenship, will
support teacher training, the development of legymnaterials on local government, and direct
involvement of students in local civic affairs tbgh mentorships, internships, and other hands-on
experiences. A new curriculur@ijties in the Classroonis also being developed.

“I am so pleased with the efforts of our citieghrs campaign,” Priore said. “They are on board an
really making a difference to improve awarenesslaig educate their citizenry.”

Sharon G. Berrian is the Associate Director of RuBlffairs at the Florida League of Cities.



78-8 ,  ( .,%
9,

The following article appeared in the April 22, Z0€dition ofKLC Direct Line,the weekly publication
of the Kentucky League of Cities, Inc.

TheKentucky Sustainability Institute (KSI), a partsieip among

KENTUCKY the Kentucky League of Cities (KLC), the NewCitlastitute, and the
SUSTAINABILITY Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet - KentuBkgwnfield
INSTITUTE Program Division of Compliance Assistance, was afi@ne
organizations and individuals to receive the Kekyuenvironmental
Quality Commission's Earth Day Awards. KSI highliginnovative
city practices in Kentucky and provides resourcesommunities for
Practically Green municipal and citizen uses. Lexington's Waste &wssprogram and
Louisville's Kentucky Derby Festival were also wéns.

In recent years the environmental movement hasmeyponentially. People across the country are
buying green products and abiding by green pragticgties are seeing that not only is going green
responsible thing to do for the environment, big #lso fiscally beneficial in these times of tiggudgets.

Check out thé&SI online toolkitwhich is packed with ideas and resources for ydyr c
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The following article appeared in the April 2009texh of theLouisiana Municipal Reviewthe official
publication of the Louisiana Municipal Association.

To help cities, towns, and villages respond tostess, the
Louisiana Municipal Association (LMA) and the Inste for
Building Technology and Safety (IBTS) have teampda
LOUISIANA develop a quick response and implementation system.

MUNICIPAL Drawing on input from the LMA’s Emergency Preparess
ASSOCIATION Subcommittee, IBTS will develop standard documémtsnutual
aid agreements, provide on-call assistance to lamagofficials in the first 72 hours after a disssand
provide a detailed resource guide on maximizintesaad federal resources in the event of a disaster
addition, IBTS will also conduct two webinars téroduce Louisiana municipal officials to the enheghc
mutual-aid system.

The overall goal is to provide enhanced mutualkaighcity to support local disaster response efforts
during the first 24 to 72 hours after an eventiiare equipment and resources before federal @ stat
agencies are able to do so.

“For cities, towns, and villages, the first 24 @®Tours after a disaster strikes are the mostatiti
said LMA Executive Director Tom Ed McHugh. "Thatfen municipal officials are on their own trying
to meet urgent needs of their citizens before statefederal resources step in.”

7



"This effort will help local officials know what tdo and how to do it during those first few days
when local resources alone are often insufficiemheet urgent needs," McHugh added.

IBTS, a not-for-profit engineering and educatiamfibased in Herndon, Virginia, with offices in
Baton Rouge and Bossier City, Louisiana, has pexvidisaster response and building code services in
Louisiana since Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005.

Last summer, Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal piowa August 24-August 30, 2008 as Public
Safety through Code Compliance Week in Louisiarh@ied IBTS's work in helping to implement the
first statewide uniform building code.

"We value our partnership with the Louisiana Mup#tiAssociation and look forward to working
together to strengthen local capacity to responenadisaster strikes," said IBTS CEO Ashok Goswami.
"By bringing together IBTS's expertise in disasemponse and LMA's broad knowledge of municipal
needs, particularly in the aftermath of a hurricame can ensure that cities and towns are betégaped
when disaster strikes.

IBTS helps governments manage challenges, riskisppportunities in the built environment, serv-
ing as a bridge between the business/constructiomunity and government. IBTS's work is guided by
a board of directors made up of representativéiseoNational Governors Association, Council of Stat
Governments, National League of Cities, Internati@ity/County Management Association, and
National Association of Counties.
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By Lynn Marienau

The following article appeared in the March 200%ied of theNebraska Municipal Revievthe official
publication of the League of Nebraska Municipaditie

In 1909, William Howard Taft succeeded Theodore $velt as the
27" President of the United States. Color movingyis were demon-
strated at Madison Square Garden in New York Giignstruction began
in faraway Hawaii on a naval base called Pearl biarla first-class stamp
HENBER OF NATINAL LEAGUE OF TS / cost two cents, and Robert Perry, Matthew Hensod faur Eskimo
explorers reached the North Pole.

That same year, on November 15-17, the First AnGoaference of the League of Nebraska
Municipalities (LNM) gathered in Omaha. A phototbbse determined — looking men (it would be
another 11 years before women would have the tighte), who attended that first conference, appea
in the LNM conference room.

Although fire swept through LNM'’s current buildimg 1981, destroying much of the organization’s
history, documents, photos, and other recordsetisezvidence that the League of Nebraska Munieipal
ties may have actually begun organizing in the 18@0s. According to L. Lynn Rex, LNM’s Executive
Director, other state leagues were also formechdutiis time and in the early 1900s, in responssate
legislative efforts to centralize governmental powéhout allowing for local control. In fact, thugh-
out its existence, one of LNM'’s primary objectivess been to preserve local control and empower
municipal officials to shape the destiny of theunitipalities and improve the quality of life ofelin
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citizens. This language is part of the league'ssinin statement.

As part of the celebration of the League of Nebsddkinicipalities’ 108 Annual Conference, photos
of Nebraska’s cities and villages from long ago/anétom more current years will appear in the
Nebraska Municipal Reviethiroughout the year. Municipal officials have geusly submitted many of
these photos, and LNM staff are grateful for tleintributions. Also appearing in tReviewwill be
stories about different events in the league’hyshased on pafeviewarticles that survived the fire
and are still available.

Some of the earliest copies of tReviewthat LNM has in its possession are from 1936. tlidse
yellowed, small-format pages from 73 years agagtiaee a few similarities between the topics thah a
those that are read about today. There wereestatbout municipal liability coverage and the intaonce
of city planning. The nation was in the grips obromic crisis, and federal relief funds were alalg
for community improvement projects, including roaasl streets. There were stories about rural
electrification projects in areas across the stateew disposal plant in Ogallala, and the reduadtiche
tax levy for the City of Holdrege. There were ssrabout candidates running for office and otlabisut
the rising number of traffic accidents. On a lghtote, there were advertisements for the OldIHote
Cornhusker, as it was called then. The hotel hesktair conditioned restaurants, a large ballrcord,
300 rooms that rented for between $2.50 and $6r06Hd.

Looking back through history gives us a glimpse itte concerns, struggles, and achievements of
people doing their best for their cities and vilag And, ultimately, the League of Nebraska
Municipalities is about people — thousands of Nskaas who for more than a century as elected or
appointed officials, or as employees, have semair communities and made them better places¢o li

Lynn Marienau is the Communications Director a theague of Nebraska Municipalities.
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The following article appeared in the April 2009texh of Texas Town & City the official publication of
the Texas Municipal League.

On March 27, the Texas Municipal League
(TML) and its 1,110 member cities made a $25,000
donation to the Texas Governor’'s Mansion
Restoration Fund. TML President John Cook,
Mayor of the City of El Paso, presented the check
to Pam Willeford, Vice Chair of the Texas
Governor’'s Mansion Restoration Fund, during thg
TML Board of Directors meeting in Austin.

On June 8, 2008, the Texas Governor's
Mansion suffered a devastating fire due to arson.
The Mansion was in the early stages of a restoratio
project, and all its prized contents were in steragihe building suffered significant structuratian
architectural damage, and repair estimates ateeimillions of dollars.Designed by prominent architect
Abner Cook in the Greek Revival style, the mansiaa served as the official residence of Texas gaver
and their families since 1856. The Board votedmdpits December 2008 meeting to make the donation
help restore this National Historic Landmark.




“Texas cities want to assist with the restoratienduse the Governor's Mansion is an important part
of the heritage of all Texans,” Mayor Cook sai®Vé' make this contribution in recognition of cityefi
fighters throughout our state whose professionaigssexemplified by the Austin Fire Department’scjui
and effective response that prevented the totatdd®on of this state landmark so that it candsared.”
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The following article appeared in the April 2009tezh of New Jersey Municipalitieghe official publi-
cation of the New Jersey League of Municipalities

The need for blood in New Jersey is ongoing aratiatal
levels — in many instances, with as little as a f&wys supply
on the shelves. The New Jersey League of Munitigsl
(NJLM) and the Community Blood Council of New Jgrse
(CBC-NJ) have combined forces, once again to supper
ongoing effort to raise life saving blood. The Nagrsey
League of Municipalities, in its efforts, and undee direction
of Executive Director William Dressel, has beenreugl
supporter of the CBC-NJ for many years by condgatiood
drives at the NJLM Convention in Atlantic City. Asdonor,
Mr. Dressel himself has donated well over 50 uaiitslood.
Dino DiStefano, Donor Recruitment Manager for tH&GENJ,
stated, “The need for elected officials at all lsva& govern-
ment to provide assistance and to raise awarendksi
important venture is of great importance in the §fving

Bill Dressel, Executive Director, New efforts within the communities of New Jersey.

Jersey League of Municipalities, a¢-  The community Blood Council of New Jersey is a foot-
cepts an award on behalf of tH . ’ . .
League for its outstanding support pf Profit Blood Council centrally headquartered in Bgi New
the Community Blood Council of New Jersey. The ongoing mission of the CBC-NJ is t@ $izes
Jersey fromMr. James Gosnay CEO | throughout the communities of this great stateeyT$ervice
of the Community Blood Council o N . . )
New Jerse the communities where we live. Their ongoing eéf@nsure
that our hospitals have enough life saving bloodatatinue
vital treatment for those adults and children inedl in tragedies such as automobile accidents, life

saving surgeries, or to care for those who neediaggransfusions such as cancer or burn victims.

D

The New Jersey League of Municipalities and the @amity Blood Council of New Jersey cannot
take on this effort without youWithout your donations, families and lives couldhmeribly altered.
Many people think about this crisis only in timdsemergencies or horrific acts within their own flies
or communities. New Jersey needs you now! Sethlpod drive or volunteer to donate yourself. Heac
unit of blood can save up to 3 lives, and it cdugdsomeone that you know.

Right now, New Jersey is experiencing an urgend meeall Rh negative blood types. If you have
Rh negative type bloo®’LEASE HELP! To schedule an appointment or set up a bloogdplease
call the CBC-NJ toll free dlt-866-2 Give NJ or make sure that you donate the next time yéfigep
church, or civic organization is having a bloodsdri Knowing that you can save 3 lives does make a
difference.
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The following article appeared in part in the Ap3il 2009 edition oJpdate the weekly newsletter of the
Virginia Municipal League (VML) and in the March@®edition ofVirginia Town & City, VML'’s
official magazine that is published on a monthligiba

Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine will speak at the first tfo Virginia
Municipal League — sponsoréib Green Virginizenvironmental forums
on Thursday, May 7 in Richmond, Virginia. A secdadum will be held
on Friday, May 8 in Roanoke.

The Governor will address his administration’s gfdo assist local
governments and school divisions in utilizing fedetimulus funds to

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, achieve eneirggratf/, and create green jobs.

The two best practices regional forums — designetbtal elected officials, school board members,
and professional staff alike — will provide praatibelp for local governments and school divisitms
begin or to advance their energy saving and suwatdity efforts.

The forums will also discuss many of the policiad actions described in the 2009 Green
Government Challenge and the 2009 Green Schoolée@pa that can lead to becoming a certified
“Green Government” or a certified “Green SchooliBiian.” Both the Virginia Association of Counties
and the Virginia School Boards Association areipigting in theGo Green Virginigorogram this year.

In addition, those attending either forum will d#eato hear the latest on the availability and afse
federal stimulus money for Energy Efficiency anch€ervation Block Grants. The forums will provide
one of the best opportunities that local officiai have to get answers to their questions regaydne
availability of federal stimulus money and howaincbe spent.

For more information and to register, log owww.GoGreenVA.org An updated, detailed program
description will be posted there shortly. Pleasatact Joe Lerch of the Virginia Municipal Leagu&fis

atjlerch@vml.orgwith any questions.

Go Green Virginichas other components that will unfold throughol@20ncluding participation by
VML-member local governments in a friendly competitknown as the Green Government Challenge.
The 2009 Challenge is designed to encourage impittien of specific environmental policies and
practical actions that reduce the carbon emisgiengrated by both the local government and thederoa
community. Not only can a local government becancertified “Green Government,” it could win a
plague and cash award sponsored by Mosely Archigscbne of the top scorers in three population
categories.

Local governments — including all of those thattipgrated in the Challenge last year — need to
register to participate in 2009 onlinevatvw.GoGreenVa.org Once registered, contestants should start
completing the Challenge and over the next five ti@immplement new actions and adopt new policies
that will increase their test scores. The webmitevides detailed instructions, technical assttaand
samples of actions and policies already establiblyamther jurisdictions. It has been improved gear
to make it even easier to complete and submit tiedl€hge online. Local governments will have until
September 30 to complete the Challenge.
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and active participation in the BRPA’s activities an officer and member. Presenting
award is Cindy Sattler, the association’s honore2d08. Ambeau-Scott, the paralegal
LMA Staff Attorney John Gallagher, has been emptblpg LMA for 13 years.

The Baton Rouge (Louisiana) Paralegal Organizaf®iRPA) recently honored Louisiana
Municipal Association (LMA) Paralegal Dinah “Penniinmbeau-Scott (at left) by naming her
its 2009 Paralegal of the Year. The honor recagmizer professionalism in paralegal wark
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By Howard Duvall

Virtual computers, gigabytes, and Silverlight welgopics of
discussion at the spring meeting of the Southernitipal Conference
Information Technology (SMC IT) group meeting ingita, Georgia on
April 15-17. Representatives from nine SMC sta@@mnecticut, and the
National League of Cities gathered for the meetinghare the state-of-
the-art IT development within their leagues.

The Southern Municipal Conference, which is thinteéthe southern
SOUTHERN MUNICIPAL states within the National League of Cities, sposisioe SMC IT group.
CONFERENCE, INC. The group meets twice a year and is open to aty letague or RISC pool
staff member.

The formal presentations featured Sophicity, aarimition technology-consulting firm focused on
cities and state leagues. Sophicity works cloggtly the Georgia Municipal Association, the meeting
host. Sophicity staff members gave presentatiesgyded to help league staff understand the key
principals of managing technology projects, a destration of Silverlight (Microsoft's platform fohe
next generation of web applications), and showed leagues can effectively use SharePoint.

Most of the leagues in attendance were deployirtgalicomputers using VMware. Representatives
from Veeam, a firm specializing in backing up vateomputers, demonstrated their technology. The
Veeam system compliments VMware and is useful nbt for daily backup but as a component of an
effective disaster response program.

The Municipal Association of South Carolina statéyiewed their new Web site. The site, which
uses the latest technology such as Sharepoint 8&dfé€eds, fully integrates with the league’s asdtimri
management software, netFORUM.

Representatives from the Florida League of Citiesed a system of grading the information tech-
nology capabilities of their member cities. Thersscare determined after an in-depth assessméme of
city, which covers hardware, software, personnal, governance.

As with most meetings, the informal discussionsegated by the roundtable reports of individual
league activities were the most beneficial. Theres on the projects completed in their shopsesihe
last meeting of the group always help other pgrdiots avoid the perils and pitfalls inherent in IT
upgrades.

The fall meeting of the SMC IT group will be in Gleston, South Carolina, October 14-16. For
information, contact Howard Duvall btluvall@sc.rr.comor at (803)238-6875.

Howard Duvall is the Coordinator for the Southermmicipal Conference Information Technology
Group, and is the former Executive Director of Menicipal Association of South Carolina.
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On July 8-11 at the University of New Hampshires Beliberative Democracy Consortium and The
Democracy Imperative will host “No Better Time: Briging Opportunities in Deliberative Democracy
for Educators and Practitioners.” The title of demference acknowledges that deliberative demgcrac
has reached a critical point in its developmenterQhe last fifteen years, shifts in citizen capes and
attitudes have led to a dramatic proliferationitizen participation and deliberative practices] &n
2008 they helped to produce an historic presidesiégtion. On the heels of these changes, new
opportunities for educators and practitioners anerging in communities, in government, and on
campuses. The primary goal of "No Better Time'bisatke stock of these developments and to consider
future directions for educators and practitionarteaching, research, and in citizen-centeredhinigs.

For more information, seeww.deliberative-democracy.net www.unh.edu/democracy/conference2009
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The following article was contained in an AprilZ)09 news release from the Public Technology
Institute, a national, non-profit technology reselaiorganization created by and for cities and
counties.

Public Technology Institute (PTI) has announcedali@ch of a

| new program that will recognize city and county gaments that
use Web 2.0/social networking-type technologietxh out to
citizens.

Local governments are expanding their use oftiipie of
technology citizen — outreach. The reason: torinfthe public about
issues impacting the community and the public’diguef life and to encourage collaboration
with and engage the public in government decisi@kinyg.

The goal of local government Web 2.0 portals iketp bridge the divide between citizens
and the government by encouraging the citizentgke a more active role in local government,
while simultaneously providing a platform to strdem@ government services through single
knowledge bases, access to networked resourcésimneadata communications and reporting,
wireless access, video delivery, and cross-agerfoymation sharing.

“Local government use of Web 2.0 applications sa&kdvantage of efficient and effective
technology tools and demonstrates value for comiyamd digital inclusion,” said Alan Shark,
Executive Director of PTI.

Starting with the PTI 2009 Technology Solutiongnfaiovations Conference & Expo, May
12-14 in San Diego, California and continuing thgibbaut 2009, PTI will:

Host a series of webinars that explore how locakgaments are using the various Web 2.0 tools,
policy implications of using these tools, lessa@rhed, and effective practices;
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Create a Web 2.0 State & Local Government Award®&e&ognition Program. PTI is convening
an advisory board of local government officialsdentify award guidelines (program to be
launched in June 2009); and

Produce a series of articles and other outreaphoimote the concept of virtual town halls to both
the local government community, in particular etelcpfficials, and to the public.

For more information, please contact Dale Bowetbatven@pti.orgor at (866) 664-6368.
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The following article is from an April 14, 2009 exiirfrom Elizabeth Woods, Program Assistant for
Comparative Domestic Policy in the Washington, [@ffice of the German Marshall Fund of the U. S.

The German Marshall Fund of the United

States (GMF) is pleased to announce a call for

applications for fellowships being offered

through its Comparative Domestic Policy
program (CDP), jointly supported by the Compagni&ah Paolo and the Bank of America Foundation
and with additional support provided by the Fordifidation. The Fellowshigae intended to com-
mence between October 2009 and January 2010, endilager than June of that year. Fellows will be
awarded a grant of $10,000 per month to suppati@idship lasting approximately two to six months o
the other side of the Atlantic, during which tinedlédws will research approaches to an urban/regjiona
challenge confronted by both American and Europgtes and regions. Up to three fellowships wél b
awarded.

Fellowship Program Details

Purpose:Cities and regions in the United States and Euaspgrappling with similar economic and
social challenges, including aging infrastructumdan disinvestment, rising energy costs and
environmental quality concerns, social integradon changing demographics, and economic
restructuring, all brought about by rising globaipetition and societal change. Many of thesecgoli
challenges are tackled at the local and regioa#ier than national government levels; yet theeevary
few opportunities for civic leaders to meet, toetve new approaches to persistent challengespand t
exchange best practices in addressing these chaflerifectively. The Comparative Domestic Policy
Fellowships provide practitioners and policy-makemsking on these issues at the state and localdev
the opportunity to meet with their counterpartsoasrthe Atlantic and discuss policies and measbegs
have been implemented. Fellows can then retum fheir time overseas equipped with the ideas and
insights necessary to effect significant and l@sgiasitive change in their own communities.

Who Should Apply: GMF is seeking applications from mid-career prafasals engaged in the
targeted policy areas with an interest in gainingiaderstanding of how these issues are approaclzed
culture other than their own and an ability to gdpksons learned to their own communifpplicants
should be civic leaders- policymakers or practitioners, in state/locatggmment or representatives of
media or non-profit organizations. The fellowshlimot intended for academic research.
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Proposals: GMF welcomes fellowship proposals that cover asvwdad-ay of topics, but they should
generally fall within one (or more) of the follovgrpolicy areas: urban sustainability, education and
workforce development, affordable housing/cosiwng, and combating social exclusion. The
fellowships are primarily intended for researchnoedium-sized cities (population of 500,000 to 1
million). Proposals should be approximately 4 fgages in length and should include the following
information:

A brief description of your professional backgrowrd! current work, which also provides clear
links between your background and the issue yopge® to research.

An overview of the issue as it applies to the ceinté your city. Why is it important that this
research be conducted?

The goals you hope to achieve during the fellowsinig a detailed methodology for how you
propose to accomplish them. The methodology shioaldde a) the specific phases of your
research; b) the activities you intend to accorhgliseach phase; ¢) key products or outputs
which will result from each phase; and d) a timeliar each phase.

A justification for the case study cities selecéed a demonstrated knowledge of the pre-existing
literature on the topic you wish to study.

A dissemination strategy which explains how yowngtashare the experience of your fellowship
within both your community and your professionaldi more broadly.

Prospective applicants are strongly encouragedritact GMF (Elizabeth Woods etvoods@gmfus.otg
or at (202) 683-2620) prior to submitting their bggtions in order to discuss the direction andssabce of
their proposals.

All application materials should be submitted to GM- by email no later than July 31, 2009

For more information on the fellowships being ofigéthrough GMF's Comparative Domestic Policy
program (CDP), please click on the litittp://www.gmfus.org/template/page.cfm?page id=212.
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By Pamela M. Prah, Stateline.org Staff Writer

=

Even with federal stimulus dollars flowing into thtes, many Americans
will feel the pinch as states look to take a biggdrfrom everyday
\ activities to help balance budgets through 2010dbain the red by
) more than $200 billion, new figures show.

If you rent a car in Colorado, download a cell phoimg tone in
Kentucky, earn more than a half-million dollardNew York or buy a car or
laptop in California, you'll already have to digegeer in your wallet because
those states have hiked taxes or fees to balancdetgers.

At least a dozen states have either raised the saiacome tax or are seriously considering it.
Hundreds of new or higher fees for a variety of/eess also are pending in nearly half of all statdsich
are scrambling for more revenue to offset plungagreceipts.

16



“We're seeing a blizzard of fees to help stateated their budgets,” said Sujit CanagaRetna, senior
fiscal analyst for the Southern Legislative Confieeeof the Council of State Governments.

After already cutting $40 billion, states expechtwe to slice another $62 billion to make their
current budgets balance, the National Conferen&taie Legislatures said in its latest survey atest
fiscal health, released April 23.

Four months ago, NCSL figured states would havadse shortfalls of $85 billion for fiscal 2010
budgets. Now that number has ballooned to $12ibhilSimilarly, the National Governors Association
has estimated budget gaps could top $230 billiooutih 2010.

Most states are busy now working on those budgdtish begin July 1 for all but four states, trying
to figure out how to factor in the federal stimuhasney. All but Arkansas, Missouri, North Dakotalan
Wyoming expect budget gaps for the new fiscal yS&SL said.

Politicians of both parties have responded to ieaf crisis with dramatic tax proposals. Consitiés:

lllinois Gov. Pat Quinn, a Democrat, suggesteddasing the state income tax by 50 percent —
from 3 percent to 4.5 percent.

Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer, a Republican, has catbeéftemporary $1 billion tax hike, but hasn'’t
disclosed which taxes.

Idaho Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter, a Republican, hasved to keep vetoing legislation until the
Legislature gives more money for roads and bridgased by a 10-cent increase in the gas tax
and increases in vehicle registration fees.

Although unlikely to succeed, a proposal in Nevadald tax legal brothels and a California
lawmaker wants to regulate and levy a $50-per-oteecen the sale of marijuana in California.
Fee hike proposals are even more plentiful — fraghdr divorce costs in Florida, death certificates
in Oregon to state park passes in Michigan. Somergors pitched literally hundreds of fee hikes,
including Connecticut Gov. M. Jodi Rell (R), whaoenmended increases ranging from the cost of
driver’s licenses to handgun permits. And in WisionGov. Jim Doyle (D) proposed a new fee on each
pig and cow slaughtered.

But smokers, drivers and happy hour imbibers maytfee biggest squeeze. Nearly half the states are
looking to boost their take on tobacco products @ridast nine are eyeing alcohol. Proposals tease
the gas tax and vehicle registration appearedanya dozen states.

Anti-tax sentiment is still strong — the nationwitlea parties” held April 15 to protest government
spending at all levels illustrate that. But at skegte level, politicians of both parties still aesorting to
higher taxes and fees to plug holes in their bugthett the federal stimulus money wasn’t ablelto fi

Californians are already feeling the pain. A 1-dentease in the state sales tax went into eff@cd A
1, forcing consumers to pay more for goods rangiom laptops to toys. California relied on $12.5
billion in tax increases to help erase a $41 bilkbortfall in its current budget, including a angarter of
1 percent increase in personal income tax ratesdngdercentage point hike in the sales tax, terégmt.
The new taxes, including a higher vehicle licerese aire for the next two years, but could be exténd
another two if voters approve a state spendingidagn they go to the polls May 19 in a special @ect

New York in March closed a $17.7 billion deficih, part, by raising fees and taxes by $6.2 billion,
including higher taxes on wireless devices, cigaegr and wine. The state also boosted registrégEm
for motorcycles, cars and boats; increased humtimbfishing licenses and is requiring, for thetfinse,
saltwater fishing licenses.
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Critics say New York’s budget could have been wokaw York Gov. David Paterson (D) proposed
more than 100 new or increased user fees, incluahintB percent “fat tax” on soda drinks and a 4
percent sales tax on downloaded music, both ofwheclater dropped.

Here's a run-down of the some of the fees and tthasare on states’ radar:

“Millionaire’s” tax: An emerging trend this year is to slap a higheraiaxxhe wealthy, dubbed the
“millionaire’s" tax. New York increased to 8.97 pent the income tax on those who earn more than
$500,000, up from 6.85; those making more than F@Wwould be taxed at 7.85 percent. New Jersey is
considering raising income taxes on those who e than $500,000 while the threshold is $225,000
in Wisconsin. Other states with proposals to raiseme taxes on the rich are Connecticut, Delaware,
lllinois, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota andsitagton.

Sales tax California approved a 1-cent increase in thesstr to generate $1 billion in the first year.
Similar proposals are pending in Arizona and Masssetts. Kentucky added sales taxes to digital
products, such as software and cell phone ringstdRiode Island Gov. Don Carcieri (R) has called fo
reducing the sales tax to 5 percent from 7 perdentadding services that are taxable, such asivatg
purchases. lllinois Gov. Pat Quinn (D) wants togaxsonal hygiene and coffee products in grocery
stores. Florida is considering eliminating salesegemptions on items ranging from Super Bowl tiske
to bottled water.

Corporate income tax Governors of Delaware, Florida, lllinois, Newsky, Oregon and
Wisconsin have proposals that would raise taxesdorpanies, ranging from extending the 4 percent
business tax surcharge that was set to expirewmXesey to levying a 3 percent tax on oil compsinie
profits in Wisconsin.

Car and motor fuel taxes:Vehicle car registration went up in California ddthh, and the car rental
tax has been raised by $2 a day in Colorado. letihenated the 10 percent tax exemption on ethanol.
Governors of Connecticut, Idaho, New Jersey and@r@roposed increasing vehicle registration fees
while motor fuel tax increases were proposed imi#o Idaho, lllinois, Massachusetts, Michigan, gine
and Texas.

“Sin” taxes: Arkansas, Kentucky and Rhode Island increased tigarette taxes by 56 cents, 30
cents and $1 a pack, respectively. Both chambettsedflississippi Legislature approved an increage b
at different levels, so lawmakers there will takeg when they reconvene in May or June. Tobacco ta
proposals fell in Georgia, Utah and Wyoming, bt still pending in at least 15 other states. NewkYo
raised its tax on beer and wine, and Kentucky ertdadx exemption of alcoholic beverages. Higher
alcohol taxes are on the table in California, Hawdassachusetts, Michigan Nevada, New JerseyNort
Carolina and Oregon.

Contact Pamela M. Prah giprah@stateline.org

18



