
 
CORRECTION FROM JANUARY ISSUE OF LEAGUE LETTER: 

 

The date, location, and venue for the annual convention of the League of California Cities 
(LCC) were listed incorrectly in the schedule of state municipal league annual conventions 
and conferences in 2008 that comprised article 3 in the January 2008 edition of League 
Letter.  The LCC will be having its annual convention this year on September 24-27 in 
Long Beach at the Long Beach Convention and Entertainment Center.  Our apologies 
for any confusion.   
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A home plate view of beautiful Coors Field in Denver 

Devil’s Gate Bridge on the  
Georgetown Loop Railroad 

  
 


���
���
���
���� �� ��
�����	���
�����	���
�����	���
�����	���������� ������������������������� �� ������������������ �� �����������������	��������������	��������������	��������������	����������
���������������������������������������������� ���� ��� �

Join your colleagues from around the country at NLC’s 2008 State League Workshop being held in 
Mile High Denver, Colorado, July 16 – 19, 2008, co-hosted this year by the Colorado Municipal League. 

The National League of Cities and the Colorado Municipal League are busy planning what’s sure to be 
a very informative and enjoyable workshop.  We’ve put together a few exciting side events that we hope 
you will take advantage of.  Denver has so much to offer that it would be a shame not to make this a family 
adventure!  Here are two events that we know you will really enjoy and will leave you wanting more! 

Take me out to the ballgame!  What’s one of 
the hottest tickets in town for locals on a Friday 
night during the summer?  BASEBALL!  You’re 
invited to stroll down to Coors Field, www.coors 
field, with us on Friday, July 18, for a “Night at 
the Ballpark” where our Major League Baseball 
team, the Colorado Rockies, 2007 National 
League Champions, will battle the Pittsburgh 
Pirates at 7:05 p.m.  Bring the kids, as this will be 
a family event complete with a ballpark dinner 
before the game.  Don’t be surprised if the 
Rockies’ mascot, Dinger, makes an appearance 
with our group!  Coors Field is within walking  

                 distance (0.4 miles) from the Westin Tabor 
Center.  More details on this fun and exciting event to follow in a future edition of League Letter.   

All Aboard!  Experience the beauty of Colorado and be a part of the historic time when trains ruled!  

When sessions conclude on Saturday morning, 
July 19, you’ll have a wonderful opportunity to get 
out of the Denver metro area by journeying 45 miles 
west to the mountains and boarding the Georgetown 
Loop Railroad, http://georgetown loop.  Attendees 
will board a chartered bus (box lunch included) at the 
Westin and travel up into the Rocky Mountains to 
take a scenic and historic ride on an old-time steam 
locomotive.  The train’s open cars will allow you to 
feel that “Rocky Mountain High” as it travels through 
a beautiful canyon, twists down a mountain ledge, and 
crosses over a 90-foot high bridge, passing by old gold and silver mines.   

After the train ride, the group will visit the historic town of Georgetown, nestled in a beautiful 
mountain valley, where you will view some of the oldest restored Victorian buildings in the country.  
Take time to stroll along Main Street and enjoy the many unique shops and restaurants in this wonderful 
little town where the old west still lives.  This optional activity, which will be $45 per person, is limited in 
size, so please register for your boarding pass at the time you register for the workshop.  Onsite 
registration may not be guaranteed.  
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When planning your trip, we recommend you check out the following websites for tips and suggestions: 
 
The Denver Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau www.denver.org  
 
Request a visitor’s guide: http://www.denver.org/consumers.aspx  
 
The official site of the State of Colorado: http://www.colorado.com  
 
Denver city map: http://map.mapnetwork.com/destination/denver/   
 
Destination 360 – Colorado: http://www.destination360.com/north-america/us/colorado/denver.php 
 
Local sites and information from the Westin Tabor Center: 
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/westin/property/area/index.html?propertyID=1012  

Denver is the place to be this summer and these are just a few activities coming your way.  Future 
League Letters will provide you with additional information and highlight some of the popular and unique 
things to do and see while in Denver and all around Colorado. 

So pack your bags and don’t forget the sunscreen….we can’t wait to see you! 
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Saturday March 8 
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.   Disease Presumption Task Force Meeting  
     (Breakfast at 8:00 p.m.) 
 

 
Sunday, March 9 
6:30p.m. – 9:00 pm   State Municipal League Executive  
     Directors and Staff Dinner (Location TBD)  
      

Monday, March 10 
7:30 a.m. – 8:50 a.m.   State Municipal League Legislative Briefing (Includes Breakfast) 
 

12:15 p.m. – 1:45 pm   State Municipal League Directors Luncheon Roundtable  
        

Tuesday, March 11 
7:30 a.m. – 8:50 a.m.   Western Municipal Conference Meeting (Includes Breakfast) 
 

12:30 p.m. – 2:00 pm   State League Presidents and Executive Directors Luncheon 
      

Wednesday, March 12    
7:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   Shuttle Buses to Capitol Hill (NLC Lobby Day) 
 

8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.   Meeting of NLC Public Finance Consortium (Buffet Breakfast at 8:00 a.m.)       

The location of the State League Staff Headquarters Office is the Adams Room on the Terrace (upper) 
level of the hotel.  The office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 8 through Tuesday, 
March 11.  

A complete schedule of NLC state league activities with times and room locations will be e-mailed to 
all state leagues prior to the start of the Congressional City Conference.  For more information on state 
league events, please contact Scott Morris at (202) 626-3021, or at morris@nlc.org. 

�
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In the beginning of November 2007, the Florida Local Government 
Investment Pool (LGIP), administered by the Florida State Board of 
Administration (SBA), www.sbafla/pool, was the largest governmental 
investment pool in the nation at $37 billion and over 900 investors.  
For 30 years, local governments in Florida have relied on the pool for 

investment of their daily cash and operating reserves, receiving a return typically higher than other money 
market investment vehicles.  The pool offered a “dollar par,” with a dollar in and a dollar out.  The fund’s 
investment philosophy highlighted providing safety and liquidity. 

After news spread of potential losses from holdings of securities with indirect exposure to the 
subprime market, nervous investors began withdrawing their assets at an alarming rate.  After a $23 
billion “run on the fund” over a 10 day period, the Board of Trustees (Governor, Attorney General, and 
Chief Financial Officer) froze all further withdrawals on December 6.  This unprecedented move sent 
shock waves throughout Florida and the nation.   

Since then, the securities have been split into two funds, the good “Fund A” and the bad “Fund B” at 
86% and 14% respectively.  There have been two withdrawal openings, which now stand at 37% of 
“Fund A” or a minimum of $4,000,000.   

With some local governments having a majority of their daily cash needs locked up, many across the 
State of Florida are scrambling to take out lines of credit just to make payroll or daily operating expenses. 

What happened?  Could this have been avoided?  What is the future of the pool, and are the locked up 
assets safe?  Should you be concerned about your league pool or other pools that serve cities in your state?   

This topic will be on the agenda of the NLC Public Finance Consortium (NLC-PFC).  The 
Chairperson of the NLC-PFC, Jeannie Garner, Director of Financial Services, Florida League of Cities, 
also serves as the Chair of the SBA LGIP Participant Advisory Committee and has been working with 
state officials and participants across the state to improve communication and represent the concerns of 
all LGIP Participants.  She will provide a summary of the events in Florida, and NLC-PFC members will 
discuss the affects of the subprime market turmoil and the liquidity crises in all areas of public finance.   

You won’t want to miss this discussion.  The meeting will be held on March 12 (at the conclusion of 
NLC’s 2008 Congressional City Conference) at the Hilton Washington Hotel in Washington, D.C., 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. and ending at around 3:00 p.m.  State league staff, who are not current NLC-PFC 
members but wish to attend the March 12 meeting, will be invoiced a small registration fee, which includes 
breakfast at 8:00 a.m. and lunch at noon.  Please contact Scott Morris of the NLC staff at  morris@nlc.org, 
or at (202) 626-3021 if you would like to attend.  A meeting agenda will be available in early February.  

The Public Finance Consortium was launched early last year as a joint venture between NLC and 
state league bond pools.  Its purpose is to provide a forum to share best practices, discuss legislative and 
regulatory issues, and explain program features and new initiatives.  In addition to high-level discussions 
on municipal bond topics, PFC members cover investment topics that are of interest to state leagues with 
cash investment pools.   

The March 12 meeting is a wonderful way to experience a great networking and learning opportunity 
with other state league staff involved in state league finance programs.  
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Dr. Scott Paine working with State League 
Executive Directors and NLC Executive Staff 

during NLC’s League Directors  
Winter Meeting in Atlanta 
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Copies of the 2008-09 NLC  State Municipal League and League 
Risk Pool Staff Directory have been mailed to all state leagues and 
league risk pools.  NLC will now be printing this directory every other 
year. 

NLC has a limited supply of copies remaining; for additional 
copies, which are free while they last, please contact Catherine Moses at 
(202) 626-3018.   

In addition, the directory is posted on the NLC website (www.nlc.org) in PDF format under the 
Publications Section on the State Municipal League page, and will be updated regularly.  Just click on 
2008-09 State Municipal League Directory.      

NLC staff hopes that state league and league risk pool staff find the directory to be a useful 
reference to facilitate contacting and networking with NLC and other state leagues and risk pools.   

As always, NLC appreciates the cooperation of the leagues in providing the information for the 
directory.  Please contact Scott Morris at morris@nlc.org, or at(202) 626-3021 if you have suggestions 
for future editions of the directory. 
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On January 18-20, NLC held a league 
directors winter meeting in Atlanta, which is the 
first time that such a meeting has been held for 
state league executive directors and deputy 
directors.  Dr. Scott C. Paine, Associate Professor 
of Communication and Government at the Uni- 
versity of Tampa and Manager of the Municipal 
Initiative for the Florida League of Cities, led the 
discussion, which focused on the legislative 
environment at state capitals, the underlying 
currents affecting the legislative environment (the 

property rights and anti-tax/anti-government 
movements, among others), and social and 
cultural changes that affect the way people think 
about the role of government, the political 
community, and major issues. 

There was also an informative panel discussion about the role of the state league executive director in 
organizational and management issues involving the league lobbying team. 

Several league directors offered very positive feedback on the meeting, saying it was “well organized 
and informative,” “terrific, worth repeating,” “very good substance-wise”, and “the best league director 
meeting that I have attended.  By a mile.”  Most everyone surveyed felt that the winter meeting should be 
held again in 2009.  
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Many thanks to the staff of the Georgia Municipal Association for their invaluable assistance in 
setting up this meeting. 
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         By Aliecia Shepherd 
 

The National League of Cities (NLC) 
and CH2M HILL are proud to announce 
the opening of nominations for the 2008 
Awards for Municipal Excellence.  These 
prestigious awards recognize outstanding 
programs that have improved the quality 
of life in America’s communities, by hon- 
oring two winners in four population 
categories. 

Nominated programs will be judged 
on several criteria, including: successful 
public-private partnership ventures; pro- 
ductive citizen and community collabora- 
tions; effective management of municipal 
resources (public or private); innovative 
government policies; project implementa- 
tion with tangible results; and the ability 
to replicate the project in other cities. 

Nomination forms are now available 
on the NLC website.  Up to eight winners 
will be nationally recognized at a ceremony at NLC’s Congress of Cities Conference and Exposition in 
Orlando, FL, November 2008.  The deadline for all submissions is May 1, 2008.   

Visit http://www.nlc.org/resources_for_cities/awards___recognition/7760.aspx for information about 
the Awards program, access to the nomination packet, and to learn about past award winners.  For more 
information, send an email to awards@nlc.org or call (202) 626-3130. 
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NLC’s Institute for Youth, Education, and Families (YEF 
Institute) will continue its popular series of free, hour-long audio- 
conferences with a focus on innovative efforts in cities and towns 
throughout the nation.  State municipal league staff and municipal 
officials are invited to register for these calls, which feature dis- 

cussions between Institute staff, national policy experts, and city officials on best practices and oppor-
tunities for municipal leadership on behalf of children, youth, and families.  These audioconferences 



 7 

generally attract 100-200 listeners from across the country, and participants have the opportunity to ask 
their own questions to panelists during each call.  

Upcoming audioconferences include:  

·  Thurs., Feb. 21, 12:30 p.m.: “Expanding College Access: How Municipal Leaders are Opening 
the Door to Academic and Career Success” 

·  Thurs., March 20, 2:30 p.m.: “Staying Connected: What Cities Can Do to Ensure Successful 
Youth Transitions from Foster Care” 

·  Thurs., April 17, 12:30 p.m.: “Thinking Ahead: How to Develop a Comprehensive Citywide 
Plan for Children and Youth” 

·  Thurs., May 15, 4:00 p.m.: “It Takes a Village: Using Mayors’ Book Clubs to Promote Early 
Literacy” 

·  Thurs., June 19, 2:30 p.m.: “How Much Do High-Quality Afterschool Programs Cost? Findings 
from The Wallace Foundation Out-of-School Time Cost Study”  

·  Thurs., July 24, 2:30 p.m.: “Banking the Unbanked: City Partnerships to Connect Families with 
Mainstream Financial Services” 

Please feel free to share this audioconference schedule with your league members.  To register for a 
call, please e-mail or fax us your full contact information, including name, title, organization, mailing 
address (including street, city, state, and zip), telephone, fax, and e-mail.  Registrations can be sent by fax 
to the YEF Institute at (202) 626-3043 or by e-mail to iyef@nlc.org.  Please note the audioconference(s) 
for which you are registering.  Participants will receive an e-mail with instructions for dialing in at least 
one day prior to the call.  Recordings and transcripts of past audioconference calls are available on the 
YEF Institute’s Web site at www.nlc.org/iyef.  
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Municipal leaders from across the nation are invited to attend the 
second National City Afterschool Summit, which will take place May 12-
14, 2008, at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Washington, D.C.  Co-sponsored by 
NLC’s Institute for Youth, Education, and Families, the Afterschool 
Alliance, the American Association of School Administrators, and the 
National School Boards Association, and supported by the Charles 
Stewart Mott Foundation and The Wallace Foundation, the Summit will 

highlight city efforts to create, strengthen, and expand quality afterschool programs.  

Municipal officials, school board members, and superintendents will have the opportunity to hear 
from national experts about the future of federal and state support for afterschool; network and learn from 
peers about city strategies for financing afterschool programs; strengthen partnerships between city and 
school leaders to create a unified vision for afterschool; celebrate the efforts of mayors and council- 
members who are champions for quality afterschool programs; and meet with Congressional leaders to 
discuss the importance of afterschool programs to young people in their communities. 

City officials are encouraged to attend the 2008 National City Afterschool Summit in teams with their 
school district officials.  Last year more than 200 local officials attended this meeting.  For more 
information, contact Bela Shah at (202) 626-3057, or at shah@nlc.org.  Online registration and 
conference information will be available in mid-February at www.nlc.org/iyef.  
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By Corey Dixon 
 

Did you know that the National League of Cities-Risk Information Sharing Consortium (NLC-RISC) 
Disease Presumption Library is open to State League staff?  The library offers an opportunity for state 
league staff to share and research pertinent information regarding disease presumption.  Copies of state 
legislation, cancer studies, and firefighter fatality data summaries are just a few of the documents that can 
be found in the library. 

In addition to being a borrower, you are invited to be a contributor to the Library.  If you have any 
documents that you would like to share, please forward them to Corey Dixon at dixon@nlc.org.  

The items in the chart below were added to the Disease Presumption Library recently.  To locate a 
document, please log on to the NLC-RISC website at www.nlc.org/risc.  Once at the NLC-RISC home- 
page, click the “Library” Tab (top left) and select “Disease Presumption” from the drop down menu.  

If you do not have a username and password, contact Corey Dixon at dixon@nlc.org , or at 
(202) 626-3181. 
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The following article is from an Iowa league of Cities News Release, dated January 2, 2008.  

On December 31, 2007, the Executive Board of the Iowa League of Cities 
unanimously selected Alan W. Kemp to serve as Executive Director.  Kemp steps into 
the role after serving nine months as the League’s Acting Executive Director and six 
years as the Director of Membership Services. 

“The League’s Executive Board performed a nationwide search to fulfill this 
crucial position,” Executive Board President and Coralville Mayor Jim Fausett said.  
“After carefully considering sixty applicants and completing two interview cycles, the 
League’s steering committee recommended Alan to the Executive Board as the 
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Bill Dressel (r) receiving the award. 

candidate best positioned to move the organization into the future.  As Mayor of Coralville and as 
President of the League, I have found Alan to be extremely qualified and excellent to work with.  I am 
excited to be able to continue to have Alan to work with during my term as President of the League and 
look forward to continued partnership between the City of Coralville and the Iowa League of Cities.” 

Prior to joining the League in 1999, Kemp was the City Administrator for the city of Mitchellville, 
Iowa, and Administrative Assistant for the city of Windsor Heights, Iowa.  Kemp is a graduate of the 
University of Iowa with a degree in Political Science and Journalism.  Alan and his wife, Kay, live in 
Urbandale, Iowa, with their two sons, Nik and Sam. 

The National League of Cities congratulates Alan on his selection as the Executive Director of the 
Iowa League of Cities and looks forward to working with him and his staff. 
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The following article and photo appeared in the January edition of New Jersey Municipalities, the official 
monthly publication of the New Jersey State League of Municipalities.  

Rutgers University President Richard L. McCormick (left) 
presented New Jersey State League of Municipalities Executive 
Director Bill Dressel with the Award for Public Service for 
“Excellence in Promoting and Supporting Municipal 
Government” on November 14, 2007. 

During the presentation, President McCormick remarked that 
“The Rutgers Community admires Bill for his strong administra- 
trative leadership of the League, for his sensitivity, his objectiv- 
ity, his candor, his fairness, and his ability to successfully interact 
with elected officials from a diverse collection of 566 
municipalities in New Jersey to ensure that their interests are 
articulated and taken into consideration at the state and federal levels.  He does that very well.” 
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The following announcement was made on January 28, 2008 by Ken Smith, Deputy Director and General 
Counsel of the Alabama League of Municipalities.  The AMFund is the league’s bond pool. 
 

I am pleased to announce that the AMFund board met on Friday, 
January 25, 2008, and created the position of Executive Vice President 
Greg Cochran, former AMFund Market Director, will now assume the 
duties of Executive Vice President.  In his new position, Greg will assume 
responsibility over many of the daily operations of AMFund.  Greg will 
also continue to perform the duties of Marketing Director. 

This new position will enable Greg to work more closely with me, the AMFund board, and our 
AMFund team to implement the changes needed during the upcoming year and beyond.  As Marketing 
Director, Greg has had an opportunity to learn how AMFund benefits its members from the inside out.  
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Being “in the field” meeting with clients has given him a unique perspective on both how AMFund is 
structured and on how AMFund serves municipal needs across the state of Alabama.  As Executive Vice 
President, Greg will be able to more quickly respond to our current members and to prospective 
borrowers.  This will strengthen our ability to serve our members, and to reach new borrowers.   

Congratulations to Greg.  I look forward to working with him as we continue to move AMFund forward. 

Editor’s Note: Greg is also the Director of Intergovernmental Relations for the Alabama League of  
            Municipalities.  
����
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The first IACT Green Communities awards will be presented in late 2008. 
 

by Joshua Goode of Christopher B. Burke Engineering, LTD. 

The following was excerpted from an article that appeared in the January 2008 edition of Actionlines, the 
official printed publication of the Indiana Association of Cities and Towns. 

The Indiana Association of Cities and Towns (IACT) has 
remained involved in environmental issues for much of its 
existence. As an advocate for good public policy based upon sound 
science, IACT has supported good environmental policy that had 
merit and proven technology. The Association has opposed 
legislation that recklessly applied environmental protection 
standards that not only did not set realistic or meaningful goals, but 
also could not be paid for through any reasonable means of public 
finance. As an advocate for environmental protection, IACT 
supports public policy that is smart, logical and is not based simply 
upon emotion.  

IACT has great respect for the need to protect and improve our air, land and water quality. We also 
comprehend and promote the importance of the quality of life among our citizens and the economic 
benefits that can be derived from sound and progressive environmental policies. In fact, IACT is unique 
among state municipal leagues to provide a dedicated Environmental Circuit Rider program. This full-
time staff position works hand in hand with state and federal regulators and offers a full-time 
environmental expert that assists member municipalities with environmental programs, funding and 
regulatory compliance.  

IACT is now taking another step toward environmental stewardship by embarking upon a Green 
Communities Initiative in 2008. With consideration to the impacts of global population growth, 
conservation of nonrenewable natural resources, climate change and other changing environmental factors 
worldwide, municipalities in Indiana have a vested interest and a responsibility to do their part in 
appropriate environmental stewardship. Through this new program, IACT will further educate 
communities on environmental stewardship and provide a program for achievement and recognition in the 
areas of environmental protection and sustainable development. 

As indicated by the popularity of IACT's Annual Awards program, recognition by peers is 
momentous. For this reason, IACT considers the recognition of green initiatives by municipalities to be 
the most meaningful and valuable form of acknowledgment and appreciation. 
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The IACT Green Communities Initiative will launch in the spring of 2008. The goals will be to 
improve overall awareness of environmental protection efforts and to motivate peer communities to 
consider and implement environmental management programs. The program will utilize community 
surveys, local program evaluation and a public recognition program. 

A "green team" made up of a group of IACT member architects, engineers and energy conservation 
experts is currently preparing a multi-faceted survey. The survey will be customized to Indiana cities and 
towns and its completion will help establish a "green score" to the collective environmental efforts of 
each participating community. The aforementioned "green team" will support the IACT Environmental 
Circuit Rider and the IACT Ambassadors as they organize and administer this honor system-based survey 
of local government management strategies that go above and beyond regulatory requirements and are 
implemented for the protection of the environment and natural resources.  

In association with this survey program will be a statewide recognition and awards program for 
participating municipalities who meet specified criteria. Awards for the first IACT Green Communities 
will be presented in late 2008. 

The community survey and recognition program will be voluntary and will only occur in 
communities that have requested participation through their highest ranking elected official. The survey 
portion of the program will not address regulatory requirements, violations or permit status, and will 
focus solely on voluntary efforts of the municipality. "Blind" assistance with surveys and judging will be 
offered by the green team. Additionally, IACT will complement the program with the increased provision 
of environmentally focused presentations, workshops and the sharing of municipal case studies.  

Stay tuned for more details from IACT on this new awards program. If you already have interest in 
this program, please contact the IACT office to get your community on the list of interested participants.  

Green Team members include representatives of the City of Fort Wayne, Energy Systems Group, 
Hannum Wagle & Cline Engineering, Johnson Controls, RATIO Architects, Inc., and Christopher B. 
Burke Engineering, LTD. 
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The following article appeared in the January 2008 edition of LOCAL FOCUS, the official monthly 
publication of the League of Oregon Cities. 

With new offerings from Energy Trust of Oregon and new tax advantages 
for business partners, this is a great time for local governments to consider solar 
energy.  Public entities can act on citizen interest in sustainability and global 
warming, while reaping the benefits of clean energy and stable electric rates. As 
you consider going green, here are some things to know. 

Oregon is sunnier than its reputation.  Despite the rainy reputation of 
the western part of the state, all of Oregon has enough sun to power solar 

energy systems.  Oregon gets as much sun annually as the national average and more sun than Germany, 
which is a world leader in solar installations. 

The power of the sun can be used to produce electricity or heat water.  Solar electric 
systems, or photovoltaics (PV), turn the sun’s energy into electricity. Solar water heating systems use the 
sun to preheat water before it enters the existing water heater.  Solar water heating systems are good 
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options for community centers, jails, and other buildings that use domestic hot water.  Solar energy can 
also be very cost-effective for pool heating.  Both solar electric and solar water heating systems are 
mature technologies that usually carry 20-25 year warranties. 

Solar technology is more affordable than ever and with third-party ownership options, can be 
comparable to retail electric rates. 

Energy Trust of Oregon provides cash incentives for installation of solar energy systems.  In addition, 
the Oregon Business Energy Tax Credit pass-through program allows the state tax credit to be monetized 
for municipalities.  For solar electric systems, another option is available: third-party ownership.  By 
working with a business partner, local governments can lock in a stable, long-term price, comparable to 
today’s utility rates, from power generated on their roofs.  The third-party owner may own and operate the 
solar electric system, selling the power it produces to the city hosting the system on one of its buildings. 

There are multiple options for going green.  Local governments have several ways available to 
them for purchasing green power. Offerings from local utilities and other businesses make it easier than 
ever to be green and support the growing renewable power industry.   

If you want to learn more about solar technology and the options available to local governments, plan 
to attend a workshop on March 5 hosted by the League of Oregon Cities, Energy Trust of Oregon, Oregon 
Department of Energy, and Renewable Northwest Project.  The morning workshop, focused primarily on 
local governments in Portland General Electric’s service territory, will provide information on ownership 
options for solar, purchasing green power, and the new 1.5 percent for solar requirement for new public 
buildings. In addition to providing expertise on these topics, the workshop will include first-hand 
information from local governments that have chosen to go green. The workshop will run from 8;30 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m.  More details and registration information will be available on the LOC Web site soon. 

For more information on energy conservation issues, in general, and on the March 5 workshop, in 
particular, contact Scott Winkels, LOC Governmental Relations Associate, at either 
swinkels@orcities.org, or at (503) 588-6550. 
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The following article appeared in the January 2008 edition of UPTOWN, the official monthly publication 
of the Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC). 
 

January 1 marked a major milestone as the Municipal 
Association of South Carolina (MASC) began accepting online 
registrations for the Hometown, SC Legislative Action Day.  
“Allowing our members to register online using a credit card 
for payment has been a long-term goal for us,” explained 
Howard Duvall, MASC Executive Director.  “We now have 

the technology in place, we’ve been collecting unique identification numbers from our members for 
several years, and we are ready to open our virtual doors for business.”  

Individuals will use their unique identification number (birth month/day and last four digits of the 
person’s social security number) to log-on to the registration area.  If the user previously has provided 
MASC with the number, he or she can go directly to the registration screen.  If not, they have to create a 
user profile first.  
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“Online registration should streamline the registration process by eliminating the need to process 
checks and mail registration forms,” Duvall said.  MASC will accept Visa and Master Card only. 

MASC’s online registration offers two unique features compared to similar systems.  Users can 
register themselves as well as others from their organization within the same transaction.  For example, a 
clerk may process in one transaction registrations for herself, councilmembers, and other staff members 
from her municipality.  

The other unique feature is allowing multiple credit cards for one transaction.  This is important be- 
cause local governments cannot legally cover guest expenses.  Within the same transaction, the clerk, in 
the example above, could charge the registration fee and meal tickets for the municipal officials to the 
city’s credit card and charge meal tickets for guests to the official’s personal credit card.    

After completing the registration process, the person entering the registration will receive a record of 
the transaction with the credit card(s) authorization code and confirmation numbers.  Also, the person 
registered for the meeting will receive an e-mail confirming the registration.  

In addition to the Hometown, SC Legislative Action Day, the Association will offer online 
registration for the Annual Meeting and affiliate meetings.  Visa and MasterCard will be accepted.  

For more information on MASC’s new online registration system, please contact Virginia Butler, 
MASC Business Systems analyst, at either vbutler@masc.sc or at (803) 933-1278.  
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The following article appeared in the January 5, 2008 edition of Georgia’s Cities, the official publication 
of the Georgia Municipal Association. 
 

In January, the Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) 
kicked off a celebration of its 75th Anniversary, and the 50th 
Mayors' Day Conference. 

In 1933, 35 Georgia cities came together to oppose a tax 
proposal at the legislature which would have severely limited the taxing power of cities.  After their 
legislative success, the 35, plus more than 20 others, joined together to become the charter members of 
the Georgia Municipal Association.  Today, the organization represents 507 cities. 

Throughout its 75-year history, advocating on behalf of cities has been at the forefront of GMA's 
mission, but the organization has also expanded to offer training and services to cities.  In 1957, when 
GMA was reorganized and its first executive director was hired, the Board of Directors determined that 
GMA's primary goals would be to broaden the local tax base and secure an equitable share of state 
collected funds for cities, secure a reasonable amount of home rule and provide a training and education 
program for city officials. 

Since that time, cities now have the authority to participate in local options sales taxes, have 
expanded home rule, and GMA's training program, provided through the Carl Vinson Institute of 
Government at the University of Georgia, continues to grow each year.  Georgia is also one of the few 
states that requires newly-elected city officials to attend training. 

GMA now also offers employee benefit services and financial services to its 507 member cities. 

"We've got a lot to be proud of throughout our history," said GMA Executive Director Jim Higdon.   
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Photos by LMA Member Services Coordinator Don Nijoka. 
 

"The association has grown and with it, our cities and their citizens have benefited. GMA has always 
stood for good governance and effective, efficient leadership.  It's a history we're proud of and one that 
we celebrate together." 

Georgia Trend magazine will be doing a feature on GMA's 75th anniversary in its February issue, and 
the Annual Convention in June will include a celebration of this milestone.  
����
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The following article appeared in the December 2007 edition of Municipal Maryland, the official monthly 
publication of the Maryland Municipal League. 

The Maryland Municipal League (MML) Fellowship/Intern Grant Program, a 
partnership with the School of Public Policy at the University of Maryland, 
College Park, was first instituted in November 2004.  This program provides two 
students each year with a wonderful opportunity to experience municipal “grass 
roots” government first hand.  The goal of the program is to encourage students to 
pursue a career in or related to Maryland municipal government. 

The School of Public Policy selects two students in March who will each receive a $5,000 fellowship 
award at the Maryland School of Public Policy split between the fall and spring semesters.  Each student 
will also receive an internship with a Maryland city or town, within reasonable proximity to the Univer- 
sity, which will be funded through the William Donald Schaefer Internship Program.  Cities and towns 
are chosen on the basis of which can best accommodate the students’ particular interests in local public 
policy and/or administration and can provide the students with a meaningful work experience.  Students 
are also given an additional grant to attend MML’s annual summer convention to further their municipal 
educational experience.  

Now in its third year, MML is very pleased to report on the program’s continued success.  The host 
cities this year were Aberdeen and Bowie.  Both cities were able to use their interns to great advantage 
and provided their students with a variety of opportunities to experience municipal government operations 
and the decision making process.   

����
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The following article appeared in the December 2007 edition of the Louisiana Municipal Review, the 
official publication of the Louisiana Municipal Association. 

An enthusiastic group of men and 
women from Russia -- accompanied by 
State Representative Shirley D. Bowler 
of Harahan and sponsored by the 
Harahan Rotary Club -- visited the 
Louisiana Municipal Association (LMA) 
on November 8 to learn about the work 
of state municipal leagues and the ser- 
vices that LMA provides to its member 
villages, towns, and cities. In the left 
photo above, LMA Executive Director Tom Ed McHugh facilitates a discussion about the LMA, its 
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Touring NHLGC’s onsite Fitness Center with Health Manage- 
ment Representative Travis Horne is Ellen McCooey, Com- 

munications Director for the American Heart Association in New 
Hampshire.  McCooey visited NHLGC this past fall to honor the 

organization with a Fit-Friendly Company commemorative plaque. 

 

services, and the role it plays in the system of government in the state and the nation. In the right photo 
above, the young Russian leaders and Representative Bowler (seated) gather around the LMA executive 
director’s desk as they tour the LMA facilities. 

The visit was coordinated through the auspices of the Open World Program, which since its estab- 
lishment in 1999 has introduced more than 11,500 young leaders to the United States from Russia, 
Ukraine, Lithuania, and Uzbekistan to American political and civic life and to their American counter-
parts. Through Open World, these emerging leaders -- mayors, legislators, judges, civil servants, educa- 
tors, journalists, and entrepreneurs -- from across the former Soviet Union have come to know and 
experience the real America.  

This program helps its participants gain practical and abstract ideas to implement in their own 
countries as they work to strengthen the democratic process in their homeland. Most Open World 
participants stay in private homes when they visit the United States. Open World is managed by the Open 
World Leadership Center, an independent legislative branch entity headquartered at the Library of 
Congress in Washington, DC. For information, visit www.openworld.gov/. Local communities have the 
opportunity to host future delegations of visitors from Russia and Eurasia. Go to 
www.openworld.aed.org/ for more information on becoming a local hosting organization and the 
extensive support given to hosting communities. 
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The following article appeared in the January 2008 edition of New Hampshire Town and City, the 

official monthly publication of the New Hampshire Local Government Center. 

The New Hampshire Local Gov- 
ernment Center (NHLGC) has been 
designated a Start! Fit-Friendly Com- 
pany by the American Heart Associa- 
tion (AHA) along with 536 other 
companies in the United States, and 
has earned Gold Level status.  
Awarded twice  yearly by the AHA, 
gold-level recognition is received by 
organizations that fulfill specific 
fitness criteria like offering employ- 
ees physical activity support, increas- 
ing healthy eating options at work, 
and promoting a wellness culture.  
The designation was earned by 
NHLGC, according to a recent AHA 
press release, for “championing the 
health of their employees” and 
working “to create a culture of 
physical activity and health.”  The release also cites NHLGC “for progressive leadership as they demon- 
strate concern for their staff, which encourages other companies to do the same.” To learn more about the 
AHA’s Start! Fit-Friendly Companies Program, visit www.heart.org/start start or call 800.AHA.USA.1. 
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The following article appeared in the Fall 2007 edition of The Municipal Reporter, the quarterly 
publication of the Pennsylvania League of Cities and Towns. 
 

WITF-TV, the Pennsylvania Economy League 
(PEL), and the Pennsylvania Public Television 
Network (PPTN), in cooperation with the 
Pennsylvania League of Cities and Municipalities 
(PLCM) and the Pennsylvania Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry, are producing a series of public policy programs on the issues most critical to 
the state’s economic competitiveness and community vitality.  Among the issues that re being addressed 
in the series are health care, education, infrastructure and energy, and local government. 

The program design is varied with a mix of talk-show format, information and analysis, use of data 
and graphics, and news-style reporting.  Segments are being shot and produced by various PPTN stations.  
The broadcast coverage area included all eight PPTN stations: 98 percent of Pennsylvania’s citizens = 5.5 
million households. 

Program Topics ands Descriptions 

January 3 (Already Broadcast) - Issues PA 2008 -- Education: Success in Stages 

Topics included: 

·  Technology -- Traditional classrooms are becoming a thing of the past in both public and higher 
education as word-wide classrooms, cyber charter schools, and computers are an integral part of 
most curriculums.  What does it mean for the future of education? 

·  Early childhood education -- Research shows the earlier a child begins his or her education, the 
more successful he/she will be – not only in school, but as an adult. 

·  Higher education -- Colleges and universities have dramatic impacts on the towns or cities 
where they are located.  Often the “town and gown” experience is positive, especially in the 
areas of economic development and job creation.  But a recent PEL study notes that sometimes 
the institution’s negative impact outweighs the positive. 

·  Family Education -- Sometimes the schools are viewed as the sole institution responsible for our 
children’s education.  What role does family communication play in early childhood education?    

March - Issues PA 2008 -- Energy and Infrastructure: Where We Need to Be  

Topics include: 

·  As Pennsylvania grows, how will our energy and infrastructure needs change; and if wholesale 
changes are not made, will our existing infrastructure limit that growth? 

·  “Green” is the buzzword for environmentally friendly.  Do governments, developers, and 
builders have an eye on growing greener in Pennsylvania, and what affect will it have? 

·  The high cost of energy could have a major impact on how Pennsylvanians live in the near 
future.  Alternative energies to fossil fuels are being touted as a way to lessen the demand for oil 
and gas, and could be the next great economic force in the state. 

·  Transportation infrastructure -- Should we invest billions in building new roads and bridges, or 
should more money go to developing public transportation systems?  How will we get 
Pennsylvanians to change their mindsets and get out of their cars? 

·  Aging water and sewer systems present a challenge to cities and towns across the state.  What 
can we do to modernize this essential infrastructure without breaking the bank?  
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May - Issues PA 2008 -- Health Care: The Pulse of Reform  

Topics include: 

·  If we could reinvent health care, what might it look like? 

·  How does the high cost of health care hinder the economy? 

·  Bio-technology and new health care facilities seem to be a driving force in the economy, but are 
we paying more for health care because we keep creating new health care facilities? 

·  Penn State University’s public health policy is considered cutting edge.  Can it be duplicatred 
throughout the state? 

·  Gun violence in Pennsylvania’s largest cities has become epidemic, and some experts say 
violence has become a public health care crisis.  It is not only the violent acts themselves that are 
costing us all, but professionals say residents of communities where violence is common suffer a 
host of health problems related to their environment -- from high blood pressure to obesity to 
physical and emotional trauma. 

 

June - Issues PA 2008 -- Government: For the People, by the People?  
 

Topics include: 

·  Pennsylvania is unique in that there are 67 county governments and more than 2,500 local 
municipalities.  Are local governments working together to plan for the future to reduce or 
eliminate duplication of services? 

·  Pennsylvania’s two largest cities – Philadelphia and Pittsburgh – have urban problems most 
areas of the state never experience, so why should Pennsylvanians living outside these cities 
care? 

·  The pay raise state lawmakers approved for themselves and other officials in 2005 spawned a 
state government reform movement.  What’s been done so far, and how much more reform is on 
the way? 
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Officials responsible for local government technology programs will convene at 
the Public Technology Institute 2008 Technology Leadership Conference and 
Exposition, May 6-8, 2008 in Miami-Dade County, Florida.  

PTI is the national, non-profit technology organization created by and for cities and counties. 

The theme for the conference is “Local Government Technology 2.0: The Next Generation of Service 
Delivery.” The conference will examine emerging tools and solutions that governments are using to 
connect the different constituencies we serve: citizens, businesses, and other agencies.  

“Whether it's virtual tools to encourage networking and civic engagement, the next generation of 
customer-centric I.T. and web applications, or technologies that promote a safer and healthier 
environment, local government technology leaders are looking at the impact these tools can have in 
reaching a diverse community,” said Dr. Alan Shark, Executive Director of PTI. “During the conference, 
attendees will have the opportunity to learn about effective practices, meet the technology practitioners, 
and actually see many of these tools in action.” 
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Conference educational sessions will focus on: 

·  Examining Models for Effective I.T. Governance 

·  Technologies for the Greening of Your Government and I.T. 

·  The Ever-Changing Role of the Local Government CIO 

·  Using Web 2.0 to Promote Participation and Collaboration 

·  Technology to Promote Best Management Practices (Part 1): A Focus on Metrics and Practices to 
Improve Performance 

·  Technology to Promote Best Management Practices (Part 2): Identifying new Revenue Sources 
and Improving Revenue Collection 

·  Broadband Innovations to Enhance Government Operations: An Update 

·  Building Smarter through Connectivity: The Marriage of Technology and Facilities Management 

·  Business Continuity Planning for Small, Medium, and Large Cities and Counties 

·  Getting the most from Information Technology Infrastructure Library (ITIL) Practices 

·  Public Safety Systems Integration and Collaboration 

·  The Citizen as Customer: Implementing Service Response Systems and Strengthening 
Constituent Relations 

The conference attracts CIO’s, technology directors, and officials responsible for public safety, 
sustainability, web services, geospatial information systems, and public works/facilities and transportation 
operations. In addition to a rich educational program, the Technology Leadership Conference and 
Exposition will showcase many leading technology companies and their solutions designed for the local 
government market place. 

The 2008 Technology Leadership Conference and Exposition will begin with a welcome reception on 
Tuesday evening, May 6. Educational sessions, and facilitated panel discussions will take place 
Wednesday, May 7 and Thursday, May 8. The conference will conclude the afternoon of May 8 with the 
presentation of the winners of the 2008 Solutions Awards competition, followed by technology tours 
hosted by Miami-Dade County. 

For the conference agenda, registration and hotel information, visit the PTI web site at 
http://www.pti.org/index.php/ptiee1/more/274/. 

For more information visit www.pti.org, or contact Dale Bowen: dbowen@pti.org, (202) 626-2456.      
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               By Pamela M. Prah, Stateline.org Staff Writer   
 

Many states are greeting 2008 with a major budget hangover and are looking 
for relief from falling home sales, higher energy prices and reduced sales-tax 
collections after two years of overflowing coffers. 

Red ink was showing up in as many as 20 state ledgers as the year began, 
and if the country dips into a recession, the number of states projecting deficits 
would certainly grow.  "Clearly, it’s a little more gloomy than it was once was," 
Raymond C. Scheppach, Executive Director of the National Governors 
Association, said. 
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The stalled housing market is hurting states across the board, but it’s more severe for states such as 
Arizona, California, Nevada, and Florida that rely heavily on real-estate taxes.  A drop in home sales and 
prices mean states get a smaller cut — of sales taxes as well as real-estate-related levies -- because most 
people who buy homes also purchase new appliances and carpeting and spend big money on home 
improvements. 

Florida is particularly dependent on sales-tax revenue because it does not have a state income tax.  
The booming housing market had also filled state coffers in another way.  With interest rates low, many 
homeowners refinanced, tapping into their homes for easy equity and then splurging on renovations or 
major purchases.  Sales taxes on these big-ticket items brought in a significant chunk of change. 

While personal income taxes are the largest single source of state tax revenue, revenue from sales 
taxes is more closely watched because its fluctuations are considered an early indicator of the health of 
the U.S. economy.  As 2007 ended, 19 states told the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) 
that overall sales-tax collections were failing to keep pace with what forecasters had projected for early 
2008, signaling that states may face budget shortfalls. 

California is struggling to plug a projected $14 billion deficit for 2008-2009, while Florida is looking 
at a $2.5 billion estimated gap between spending and revenue.  Other states facing shortfalls include 
Maine, Michigan, New York, and Virginia. 

Part of the problem, some critics say, is states need to be more realistic in their budget projections and    
watch their spending more closely.  “Budget woes have a lot to do with economic forecasts. Were prior economic 
forecasts a little too rosy?” Chris Edwards, Director of Tax Policy at Cato, a libertarian think tank, asked. 

Unlike the federal government, which can run a deficit, every state except Vermont has a legal 
requirement to balance its budget.  That means if tax revenues fall short of what a state had projected, 
then it either has to cut programs or find other sources of revenue.  The fiscal year begins July 1 for all 
but four states: Alabama, Michigan, New York, and Texas. 

All this grim news comes at a time when national job growth is sluggish and consumer confidence is 
at a nearly two-year low.  Eighteen states said they are “concerned” about their revenue outlook -- triple 
the number of last year, according to NCSL. 

Like a shopper who just finished a spending spree and noticed less money in the bank, states foresee 
some belttightening.  State spending is expected to grow 4.7 percent in fiscal 2008, NGA predicted. 
That’s far below the robust 9.3 percent growth states saw in fiscal 2007 and even lower than the 30-year 
average of 6.4 percent. 

States in 2008 also will have less money in their reserves than in the previous two years.  After three 
years of bulging rainy day funds, state balances collectively are projected to fall to $51 billion in this 
fiscal year, compared to nearly $67 billion the year before and a record $81 billion in fiscal 2006, 
according to NCSL. 

“We’ve seen the peak in state balances,” said Corina Eckl, NCSL’s Director of Fiscal Affairs, 
concluding that “state finances are in transition” and heading downward.  States are worried about the 
amount of money coming in because they plan big-ticket programs in 2008.  Health care, transportation, 
and education rank as the top three priorities for states in the coming legislative year.  Other looming 
costs are health care and pension benefits for retiring state workers, estimated to total $2.73 trillion over 
the next 30 years, and states are $731 billion short, according to the Pew Center on the States. 
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The biggest component of a state health care budget is 
Medicaid, the state-federal health care program that covers 59 
million disabled or low-income children and adults.  It is 
budgeted to grow 8 percent. 

Scott D. Pattison, Executive Director of the National 
Association of State Budget Officers, described the states’ 
revenue picture this way: “States’ fiscal health was so strong 
in the '06-'07 period that they could have had no problem 
running the Marine Corps Marathon, but now we are starting 
to see some sluggish growth. … I think states can do a walk-
run of a 10K, but not necessarily at the peak that they could 
run a marathon.” 

This article was excerpted from “State of the States 
2008,” Stateline.org’s annual report on significant state 
policy developments and trends released Jan. 16.  In 
parentheses are any news updates since the report was sent to 
the printer. Download a PDF version of the entire report 
here. 
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