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Thank you for your ongoing interest in strengthgrearly care and education. If you have any
guestions about the network or this Update, corftanfa Rucker, Senior Program Associate,
Institute for Youth, Education, and Families (YEfstitute) at: rucker@nlc.org, phone —
202/626-3004 or fax — 202/626-3043. The YEF In&ittaff wants to thank all of the members
of the Early Care and Education City Network forrkng so diligently on behalf of young
children. Your dedication and commitment to streiegtearly care and education provides
numerous families with resources that improve theality of life. We look forward to working
with you and continuing to build upon the succesdasitiatives launched in your community.

NLC NETWORK NEWS

* Upcoming YEF Institute Audioconference:Municipal officials and city staff are invited
to register for these free, hour-long audioconfeesrto learn new ideas, strategies, and
innovations to help children, youth, and familiess=ed.

0 December 14, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. EST“A Seat at the Table: Engaging Youth as
City Leaders”
For more information, sagtp://www.nlc.org/iyef/levents  audioconferencé8/cfm

» Contest to Rename Youth as City Leaders Website déas Due Dec. 15The Youth as
City Leaders website is a youth-centered, intevactieb venue that allows young people
involved in local government to learn from and natkwvith their peers in other cities. The
site hosts blogs, discussion forums, interview&wembers of youth councils, and
information about youth councils across the counfriie YEF Institute has announced a
contest to rename the website, in which three ybn#iists will receive up to $500 in
expenses paid to attend two days of the Congressitity Conference in Washington, D.C.,
from March 11-15, 2007. The winning young persaolhneceive national recognition
through a photo and story Nation’s Cities WeeklyIn addition, local news media and top
city officials in the winner’'s hometown will be nfiéd and encouraged to recognize his or
her achievement. Youth ideas for a new website remeue by Friday, Dec. 15, to
fellow@nlc.org. ldeas will be posted on the YoathCity Leaders website in December so
that youth can vote to determine the three finalist

* Apply Now for Leadership Academy on City Roles in @mbating Childhood Obesity —
Jan. 2007 City officials can now apply to receive subsidiesdttending a Leadership
Academy on city-school strategies to combat chitdhobesity in Nashville, Tenn., during
the week of Jan. 29, 2007. The two-day academyfacilis on the implementation of
federally mandated school wellness plans as aysafalr community-wide efforts to address
childhood obesity. City leaders interested in floggstronger partnerships with schools will
be given a unique opportunity to learn and netwuaitk officials from cities and schools
across the country. Two-person teams composedeoélected city official or senior
municipal staff person and one superintendent sis@t superintendent may apply to attend
the leadership academy. Selected participantdwiteimbursed for travel-related expenses
(airfare, hotel, meals, parking, etc.). Partidipgiteams will also be given preference for a



follow-up school wellness planning technical assise project involving four to six cities.
The joint application for cities and schools carfdaend atwww.nlc.org/iyef. If you have
additional questions contact Leon Andrews at and@wic.org.

» Adopted the Platform for Strengthening Families NLC’s City Platform for Strengthening
Families developed by municipal officials from cities dff sizes and regions of the country,
outlines four essential tasks that are necessarukiained progress to be made on behalf of
children, youth, and families. The platform alg$fes a menu of action steps in seven areas
to provide city officials with ideas for gettingasted. More than 40 cities in 23 states have
now formally adopted the platform and are usirgsita framework to guide and assess local
action and a way to highlight their commitment &ging young people and their families
succeed. Cities can formally adopt the platforroulgh a city council resolution, mayoral
proclamation, or other public announcem&fiew the List of Cities and Learn How to
Adopt the Platformhttp://www.nlc.org/iyef/a%5Fcity%5Fplatform/

CITY SPOTLIGHT: Austin, Texas (Pop.700,407) Greate Austin (1,452,529)

NOTE: This spotlight provides an opportunity tdhga ideas from other network
members. Each month, we will spotlight a new cityegion. You are encouraged to
share information about your local efforts, so tlatcan spotlight your activities and
best practices in a future update.

Austin is located among the rolling hills and laké<entral Texas, the seat of state government,
an educational oasis with several area universatielsan entertainment complex. Many of the
long-time residents and recent arrivals are hasimgjraising children in the city. Elected

officials in Austin are responding to the needshese families in a variety of ways.

To strengthen the early care and education systekustin, city officials set out to better
understand the needs and issues facing parentyevitig children. In response to concerns
about the availability and quality of licensed dhilre centers, the city conducted a survey of all
licensed child care centers within Travis Countye Burvey instrument gathered information
about funding sources and tuition, programs offebedget and financial status, staff size, staff
education and experience, wages and benefits tafidusnover. This information enabled the
city to have an accurate picture of the early eaue education situation in Austin and to offer
improved support and plans for programs that gffefessional development for providers.

The City of Austin is taking important steps to @ressufficient, affordable, quality early care
and education opportunities for all families. Offis recognize the importance of early care and
education for short/long term outcomes for childtée importance for parents as workers, and
the importance of the early care and educationsimgdior the regional economy. Officials have
identified key leaders and stakeholders to systeaigt examine and design early care and
education programs for families with young childr&he city’s early care and education efforts
are divided into four categories: child care gyamprovement, subsidized child care for low
income families, early care and education poliay planning, and benefits for city employees.

Child Care Quality Improvement

Research shows that child care quality is relatezhildren's readiness to succeed in
kindergarten. Accordingly, city staff persons iroadination with the early childhood
community have designed and implemented a varfedqyality improvement initiatives for early
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care and education centers and family child camedsoacross the city. Austin’s current quality
improvement programs include:

FamilyConnections Child Care and Parenting ResoOesger provides materials and
training for child care providers and parents. 8ahthe services are delivered on-site at
centers through the use of a resource van. A resdibrary is available to early care

and education providers and parents. The libsapertified as a Family Place Library by
Libraries for the Futurgwww.lIff.org). It is the only Family Place Librain Texas.

The Accreditation Project provides on-site conagliand mentoring, educational
materials, and scholarships for centers that ar&ing on improving the quality of their
program by meeting Texas Rising Star (a state progquality standards and/or
NAEYC Accreditation standards.

The Jeannette Watson Fellowship Program provideg wapplements to qualified early
childhood teachers. The primary goals are to kpeghified teachers in the classroom
and to reduce teacher turnover.

The Teacher Training, Retention, and Compensafi®@AC) Program pays the cost of
tuition and books for preschool teachers attendhilgl development classes. It also
includes a small stipend as the teachers reactagduanilestones. The teacher’s center
must agree to provide a pay raise when the codrsidy is completed, and the teacher
agrees to remain at the center for a year.

The Fix-It Program matches consultants with thedeed an individual center for four to
ten hours of consultation. All Austin early careladucation centers are eligible for
help through the Fix-It Program.

The Child Care Switchboard, operated by a nonpbefittunded by city dollars, helps
low income families find child care through an eadize child care database and search
tool operated by the local child care resourcerafefral agency.

Mentor programs for early care and education pergidre available through a
coordinated system through three child care quphtyiders. Mentors work with
centers at various levels:

» Those that need help meeting basic licensing stdagda

> Providers ready to commit to meeting quality stadddor the first time or regain a
lost quality certification; and

» Providers who are working toward NAEYC accreditatio

Child Care Facility Improvement Project is managgduccess By 6 (SB6) to improve
the physical environments of child care provideFge city provided seed funding for
SB6 to bring community volunteers to work on impEment events for child care
facilities. They are also recruiting donationsradterials for projects. Matches between
businesses and specific providers are being deseéloSB6 hopes to sustain the project
through donations even after the city’s seed fupdrexpended.



In the last few years, efforts have made the emmtg and education system more coordinated
between FamilyConnections, the child care resoamncereferral agency, Austin Community
College, and WorkSource Child Care Solutions, thiklecare contractor for the local workforce
board. Quality improvement services are now moeceised on working with center directors as
change agents for their programs. Another focusiproviding a series of intensive trainings
that take place over a designated period of tilWéh strong involvement by SB6, the early
childhood community is expanding and strengthepirugessional development opportunities
for early education staff.

Subsidized Child Care

The cost of early care and education services@ndfeyond the means of low and moderate-
income working families. Subsidized child care easist parents in meeting the cost of child
care for their children. Through social servicetcacts the city purchases child care for low
income (200% of Federal Poverty Guidelines) famili@ome city funds are used to match
federal Child Care & Development Block Grant (CCDB@ding which increases service
capacity.

Early Care and Education Policy and Planning

The city supports community planning for early canel education related issues through its
citizen advisory board, the Austin Child Care Caun€he Child Care Council makes
recommendations to the City Council of plans fa& ¢heation, development, and implementation
of programs for quality child care. The Councdahas provided input on neighborhood
planning, zoning, and building codes issues relaiathild care. With the implementation of
SB6 at the local United Way, a strong partnersiap dieveloped and the two groups share many
of the same members and work jointly on projects.

The Early Childhood Coordinator in the city’s Héadind Human Services Department provides
staff support to the Child Care Council. In additithe Coordinator provides planning support
for the Community Action Network’s Early Care andugation Planning Group and program
and technical assistance for the many child cdatee contracts, child care providers and the
community.

The county government is a critical partner inyeadre and education efforts. Travis County
coordinates with the city in funding many of thel@dltare contracts and in early childhood
planning. The county and the Austin Independehb8ktDistrict each have a representative on
the Child Care Council.

In addition, the child care resource and refergainey publishes an annual child care status
report. The first year’s report took a broad l@bkchild care and child care quality in Austin.
Subsequent years will include an update of cita@aid trends and an in depth look at a specific
topic such as child care staff education/experi¢eoels.

Benefits for City Employees

Eligible City employees can get a portion of thmwnthly child care expenses reimbursed. The
city also provides scholarships for part of thet @dsummer children’s programs operated by
the Parks and Recreation Department for city engasy



For additional information contact: Ron Hubbardiiz&hildhood Coordinator, 512-972-5028
or ron.hubbard@ci.austin.tx.us

STRATEGY SPOTLIGHT :

RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE AND BENEFITS OF EARLY
CARE AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS

NOTE: Strategy spotlights can help spark ideasrthght be appropriate for your community
If you have additional approaches to contributeho® month’s topic, please pass them along so
we can add them to this list for future use.

Communicating the importance and benefits of ezahg and education to every segment of the
community is one of the most important things we da to ensure that programs and services
continue to be available for parents and younglodil across this nation. With yearly budget
cuts and diminished resources, it is vitally impattthat local communities pull together to
create strong systems of support for young childrehtheir families.

One way to ensure strong community buy-in is fectdd officials, city staff, and advocates to
be armed with accurate information as to the bénefiearly care and education. City leaders
must attract and retain a growing base of suppom fmultiple segments of the local community
so that they can maintain or strengthen their ctiservice delivery. This can be carried out by
developing informational materials, forming keytparships with key leaders and the media,
and directly communicating with representativesriftbiroughout the community.

Raising awareness about the benefits and successlpfcare and education may convince
people to support services with their heart, tiarel money. When city leaders focus attention
on early childhood issues they can be an impodatatlysts for change. Local elected officials
can capitalize on their influence and visibilitytivithe general public and other policymakers to
foster widespread support for local action on eeae and education.

THE STRATEGY IN FOCUS

Early care and education programs for young childo&th to age 8, often centers on healthy
physical, cognitive, emotional, and social develepmParents are an integral part of this early
education process but over 60 percent of U.S. hmldge with children under the age of six have
both parents in the workforce. City sponsored eadlycation programs are a valuable resource
for parents who are trying to balance the demahdsdk and family.

Child care advocates and experts are increasimdjing for a system of early care and education
for young children that is based on the view thghguality early care and education is a
necessary public investment. Results consistehtiywghat investing in high quality early
childhood programs help kids enter kindergartemwhe skills they need to learn and that those
children continue to be successful in school atichately become contributing members of
society.

Early care and education programs have demonstataage of short term and long term for
both patrticipating children and, in many instandespther family members as well. The



benefits to cities include expanding access toityuservices for all families; children entering
school ready to learn; families becoming more stadahd early childhood programs becoming a
valuable asset for local economic development.

Elected officials and senior city staff personsergracing the critical importance of the early
childhood years and are working together to sttegthe existing early care and education
infrastructure in their cities. Educational messaged materials are being delivered to the
general public through the media, to targeted rmghoods, to public policy makers and to
parents and caregivers. Many of the positive oueaifected by investing in early care and
education programs can generate quantifiable spillbenefits. Some of this spillover may
generate savings for cities while benefits accouerivate individuals. Investing in young
children’s education today will enable this natiorbe competitive for the 2icentury.

WHAT CITY LEADERS CAN DO:

* Commission an early care and education “Return onrivestment” (ROI) report. The
principal purpose of this type of report is to demsibate that public investment to assist
families in obtaining childcare services in ordemtork actually pays its own through
local economic stimulus and the resulting incredagdevenues to local jurisdictions.
This resulting ROI is predicted upon the direct anirect earnings consequences of
removing the childcare cost impediment to employtnas well as the local economic
stimulus that increased childcare spending reptesen

» Utilize fact sheets and tool kits based on currentsearch and dataThese materials
should be designed to support and strengthen adyeeal outreach efforts. The
importance and benefits of early care and educalada may help local communities
plan and strengthen their efforts. Send packeitsfofmation on early care and education
to all libraries and public facilities. Include reatls for business leaders, medical
providers, faith leaders, school staff, and parents

» Utilize and work proactively with local media outles. Make a list of the media in your
area and if possible develop a relationship wité m@porter in each media outlet. Malil
press releases, try to place articles in newspapedsrespond to an editorial if a
constructive debate seems possible. When orgarazireyent, ask for a news
photographer and television reporter/camera coeeoathe event. Offer to give a radio,
television, or newspaper interview prior to thergvélave people lined up who will add
the “human element” to the story.

» Convene public celebrations that awards successfptograms and support from
community partners. Give awards for achievement to programs that haagena
difference in the lives of families who have betesfifrom services. This can help
promote community involvement and support. Positeeognition and reinforcement for
business contributions can help secure long-tewnlwement and encourage other
companies to consider similar involvement. Workéb radio, television, or newspaper
coverage and publish a list of agencies and busgsabat have made a difference in the
lives of local families.



Engage employers in early care and education eff@tOften having the involvement

of a CEO or well-respected business leader candknd and influence to an early
childhood initiative. A business leader could behanorary chair of an early childhood
task force; raise awareness of the importancerbf education through speeches and
appearances; participate in advocacy efforts aloited and state level; or help recruit
additional community/business leaders. City leadarsorganize discussion sessions and
events targeted towards the needs and interelse diuisiness community.

Inform the Entire City Council. Attend city council meetings to showcase
programmatic impact and the benefits of providinglgy education and care for young
children. It is vitally important to be armed walecurate information to support the
importance of programming and to inform councilmenstof existing work that is
already underway. If these presentations are demsig given, they may help increase
buy-in and support from all members.

CITY EXAMPLES

The cities listed below are engaged in variousvaigs and efforts to raise awareness about the
importance and benefits of early care and educ@tiograms.

San Antonio, TexasA few years ago approximately 3,000 San Antoniddcan were

on waiting lists to receive public funding for ahitare services. Many if not most of the
families of these children, especially those hednesingle parents, were unable to find
gainful employment because of prohibitive coststoldcare. The city commissioned a
report entitled’Public Funding of Childcare Services Subsidy orrilan Capital
Investment?"The principal purpose of this report was to denrans that public
assistance to these families in obtaining chil@ c@rvices more than pays its own way
through local economic stimulus and the resultmgeased tax revenues to the city. The
results demonstrated that the City of San Antoaio &pect to earn a simple annual
return of well over 56 percent on public investmi@nthildcare. In other words, not only
will the program cover its own incremental cosis, the community will realize 56 cents
in additional tax revenue for each dollar direetkpended on providing child care to
those cannot presently afford it.

Charleston, South Carolina.Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr. is a tremendous suppanier
champion of early care and education. In SpringQ&f6, he invited all of the local media
outlets- newspaper and television- to a meetingsroffice to discuss the importance of
early care and education to the overall succesgrwth of the city. Mayor Riley asked
that they commit a certain portion of their coveramd resources to cover and promote
early childhood issues and programs. Leaders ifotted media agreed to support these
efforts and the amount of coverage and interestsiily education have tremendously
increased. An example of the success of the pahipewith the local media is when
Charleston hosted itd"Annual "First Day Festival" on Sunday August 2008. Mayor
Riley hosted this free community celebration of&tion to welcome the beginning of a
new school year. The event, coordinated out oMhgor’s office, provided parents with
information about student support services andmqamean pick up school supplies and
enjoy the food and entertainment. With great supfpom media outlets, the attendance



this year surpassed 8,000 and close to 100 busméssated supplies.

= Kansas City, Missouri. The vision of the Metropolitan Council on Earlydraing
(MCEL) is that all children will enter school prepd for success. MCEL serves as a
think tank and change catalyst for the developraadtimplementation of an early
learning system in Greater Kansas City. Municightials, local business leaders, and
major fundraisers for congressional and guberraltoandidates serve together on a
regional advisory board that helps market earljdbtioiod efforts and secures both seed
capital and sustaining funding for area programbmited number of highly engaged
businesses serve as ambassadors in promotingceddiiood issues to their peers.
MCEL is very intentional about what they ask looakiness leaders to do, ensuring that
the task is both substantial and something on wifiels have expertise. The
Compensation Advancement Pilot Program (CAPP) des/funds for supplemental
wages and flexible benefits to early learning teastn 30 centers. Participating
programs have lower turnover rates and higher $evkestaff education than other early
learning centers in the region.

RESOURCES

The Center for Children, Families, and the LawResearchers and program officers in state
departments work together to define issues relatirguality and the nature of the workforce.
The Center also designs research to assess keyomqgesnd interpret findings. A number of
papers from various research studies are avaitabtee website. For more information see:
http://www.ccfl.unl.edu/projects/cprojects/ecp/mabtml.

Early Childhood Research and PractiCRP — ECRP is a peer-reviewed electronic journal
that covers topics related to the development, @ar@ education of children from birth to
approximately age eight. ECRP emphasizes artielgsrting on practice-related research and
development, and on issues related to practicenpaarticipation, and policy. ECRP is a fully
bilingual (English and Spanish) journal. For mar®rmation seehttp://ecrp.uiuc.edu/

The Alliance for Early Childhood Finanee- The Alliance is dedicated to seeking more ration
financing of early care and education in Amerigatigh inquiry, analysis and communication
among early care and education policy activistss Website will serve to link you with new
resources, ideas, meetings and on-line discussioasvariety of topics related to early care and
education finance. Numerous list serves, conferealie, and discussions are held around the
country. For more information seetp://www.earlychildhoodfinance.org

Useful websites:

Child Care and Early Childhood Research Connectien$he site offers a comprehensive and
easily searchable collection of nearly 9,000 resesifrom the many disciplines related to child
care and early education. For more informatiort.visi
http://childcareresearch.org/discover/index.jsp

The National Institute for Early Education Resea(®hEER —NIEER supports early
childhood education initiatives by providing objeet nonpartisan information based on
research. The goal of NIEER is to produce and conicate the knowledge base required to
ensure that every American child can receive a gmhatation at ages three and four. The
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Institute offers independent research-based a@nddechnical assistance to four primary
groups: policy makers, journalists, researcherd,emlucators. For more information see:
http://nieer.org/

Jumpstart— Jumpstart was founded in 1993 at Yale Universitthe intersection of two

national trends: the public need for quality eattydhood programs and the emerging national
service movement recruiting thousands of collegdesits to community service. The Jumpstart
model pairs Jumpstart-trained college studenttead&@orps members, with young children in
one-to-one partnerships that are uniquely desigméévelop literacy, language, and social
skills. For more information visit:
http://www.jstart.org/index.php?submenu=about_us&gendocs&link=About _Us&category=
Main.

Publications:

Public Funding of Child-Care Services: Subsidy amiran Capital Investment® Texas
Perspectives Inc., 2004. The report provides ansany of a study launched to demonstrate that
public assistance to lower-income families in afotag child-care services pays its own way
through local economic stimulus and increasedeésrmues. The summary of the study can be
found at:http://www.sanantonio.gov/comminit/pdf/112604%20@%20Care.pdf

The Economic Promise of Investing in High-Qualitg$ehoo] released by The Committee for
Economic Development (CED) concluded that implemmgnpreschool programs for all can be
expected to generate $2 to $4 in net present-\mnefits for every dollar invested and provide
a boost to long-term economic growth. To read éport, go to:
http://www.ced.org/docs/report/report_prek_econpsenpdf

The Effects of Investing in Early Education on Ewaic Growth by William T. Dickens, Isabel
V. Sawhill, and Jeffrey Tebbs, The Brookings Ingat April 2006. This policy brief analyzes
the impact of a high-quality universal preschodigyon economic growth, concluding that
such a policy could add $2 trillion to annual UGDP by 2080. The full report is available at:
http://www.brookings.edu/comm/policybriefs/pb153aht

Early Childhood Education for All: A Wise Investrhdsy Calman and Whelan, April 2005. This
report argues that quality early education benefitklren from all socioeconomic groups. The
authors explain the short- and long-term econorarehlits to communities as well. The report is
available athttp://web.mit.edu/workplacecenter/docs/Full%20Repdf.

The Economic Benefits of High-Quality Early Childdd®rogramsby Ellen Galinsky, (2006),
the Families and Work Institute. This report exagsithe factors associates with high-quality
early education programs. The researcher exantines well-known, high-quality programs--
the High/Scope Perry Preschool Project, the Cadhibcedarian Project, and Chicago's Child-
Parent Centers--and for one of the first times,exasnined what those programs actually did to
have such lasting impact decades later. The répaxtailable at:
http://www.ced.org/docs/summary/summary_prek gkiinsif.




RESOURCES FOR COMMUNITIES

Validating A Tool for Comparing Early Care and Education Program Costs— The CT

Early Care and Education Finance Project develtiped ool for Comparing Early Care and
Education Program Costs, a tool that estimatesieeating cost of center-based early care and
education. The Tool is an interactive spreadslegtdstimates the costs of operating a "generic"
center or school-based early care and educatigrarofor preschool aged children. To learn
more visit:http://www.ctkidslink.org/pub_detail_311.html

Fit Source: Physical Activity and Nutrition Resources for Child Care Settings— Fit Source

is a web directory that links child care and a#telool providers to a wide variety of physical
activity and nutrition resources? Housed withinwrebsite of the National Child Care

Information Center (NCCIC), Fit Source offers lirtksactivities, lesson plans, healthy recipes,
information for parents, and many other downloagabbls that can be used to incorporate
physical activity and nutrition into child care aaffer school programs. Resources are organized
by age: infant/toddler, preschool and school-agele@rn more visit:
http://fitsource.nccic.acf.hhs.gov/fitsource/

RESEARCH AND REPORTS

Early Childhood Teachers Often Ill Prepared to Supp Children with Disabilitiesby

Florence Chang, Diane M. Early, and Pamela J. Wirfi®G Child Development Institute at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Augu&®06. A recent survey of early childhood
teacher preparation programs showed that even theaidy intervention and special education
are part of many programs’ missions, courseworkteaiding often fall short. Findings from the
survey are highlighted in a new FPG Snapshot wisievailable at
http://www.fpg.unc.edu/%7Eimages/pdfs/snapshoteShadf

In Our Backyards: Local and State Strategies to Inope the Quality of Family Child Cardy

Katie Ham, Barbara Gault, and Avis Jones-DeWedustitute for Women’s Policy Research,
2005. This report observes that the care provigefamily child care providers for 1.4 million
children is inconsistent in quality. Among the resoendations of the researchers are

developing community mentoring programs, conductiagds assessments to determine gaps in
service, creating a single entry point from whicbyiders can access services and resources, and
linking compensation to professional developmemnd, @eveloping higher standards. The report

is available athttp://www.iwpr.org/pdf/G717.pdf

Is Child Care Ready? Nationwide Child Care Disastanning Initiative by Beverly
Schmalzried, The National Association of Child CBResource and Referral Agencies, 2006.
This report is part of the nationwide effort toitraroviders, inform parents, and partner with
local, state, and federal agencies to ensure #eay e€hild in child care is protected in the fade o
disaster. Disaster preparation guides are avaitailiae for child care centers, family child care
providers, parents, and child care resource amdredfagencies. To read the full report visit:
http://www.naccrra.org/disaster/docs/Disaster GuuiECH.pdf
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The NICHD Study of Early Child Care and Youth Dewdment: Findings for Children up to
Age 4 % Yeardy NICHD, January 2006. This newly published 62ghaooklet describes the
findings from the NICHD Study of Early Child CarecaYouth Development (SECCYD).
Among the findings: family characteristics have enmfluence on child development than does
experience in child care. One of their major figinChildren who were cared for exclusively
by their mothers did not develop differently thlinge who were also cared for by others. To
read the booklet, visihttp://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pubs/uploastieyd 051206.pdf

The School Readiness Gdyy Michael Sadowski, Harvard University. In theshcecent issue
of the researcher examines why pre-kindergartetnjusbpreschool, may be the key to
narrowing disparities in achievement by race, efkyiand income. To learn more go visit:
http://www.fcd-us.org/PDFs/08-09-06sadowskirepritit6. pdf

Toward a National Strategy to Improve Family, Frienand Neighbor Child Care:
Commonwealth Report Examines the Effects of New iséggion on Early Childhood Services
by J. Lee Kreader and Sharmila Lawrence, Septe@@8. The National Center for Children in
Poverty recently released a report, which highdhtdings from a national symposium that the
Center organized in November 2005. This reportoesl current research and assesses policies
and practices that are in place to support anstrinature for family, friend, and neighbor care. It
concludes with a set of recommendations in thesavépractice, policy, and research. To learn
more visit: http://nccp.org/media/ffn06.pdf

The Economics of Early Childhootly Kimberly Lucas, ZERO TO THREE, September 2006.
This article outlines current economic researchagiplication within the field of child
development, and ways in which early childhood @ssifonals and economists can join forces to
advocate for greater investment in programs thapaeu infants, toddlers and their families. To
read more visit:
http://www.zerotothree.org/policy/pdf/The%20Econos¥200f%20Early%20Childhood%20FI

NAL.pdf.

High Quality Preschool Can Increase Social Mobilityy W. Steven Barnett and Clive R.
Belfield, The Future of Children, Fall 2006. Theport looks the important role that various
educational reforms-especially universal prescloooild play in equalizing economic
opportunity in this country and increasing the abniobility of disadvantaged children and
families. The researchers look at the results i@felkey longitudinal studies of intensive high
quality early childhood intervention programs, adlwas studies and data about state-funded
preschool programs, Head Start programs, and oltilercare and early education programs
around the United States. The report is available a
http://www.futureofchildren.org/usr_doc/05_5563 riedt-belfield.pdf
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